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BIOGRAPHY

Joseph Stalin (1879-1953)

CHAPTER &
Political ideas:
themes and
fringes

Bill Jones

BIOGRAPHY

Leon Trotsky (1879-1940)

Learning objectives

m To explain and put into context the themes of:
- feminism;
- national identity;
- environmentalism.

= Toidentify, analyse and elucidate the political fringe on the far left and
far right

= To explain the intellectual source of ideas characterising the political
fringe.

Each chapter opens with a set of Learning Biography boxes, found throughout the book,

objectives, which list the topics covered and focus on particular individuals who have helped

outlines what you should understand by the end  develop our understanding of what politics is,

of the chapter. or who have played a significant role in British
politics.



Conceptual dissonance

The former publisher and infamous fraud, Robert
Maxwell, once wrote a series of hagiographic stud-
‘es of East European leaders which soid extremely
well in their own countries but showed 3 strange
Sleconlon S W bl s srpibors

eise. In the book he wrote about the notorious
ﬂamaman leader, Nicolae Ceausescu, Maxwell, in
an interview incorporated into the text, asks ‘Mister
President, tell me. why do your people love you 507
This question and its unperturbed reply illustrate
the fact that different people have different takes.
‘on commonly understood ideas. Maxwell, driven by
self-interest, probably knew the man was a vicious.
autocrat; Ceausescu in turn probably genuinely
believed he was Loved, as his famous look of Incom-
prehension indicated when crowds in front of his
palace began angrily to interrupt one of his inter

minable speeches in 1989, a short time before he

in their own false worlds, no doubt perceived the
world ditferently from the people they exploited.
But such ‘conceptual dissonance’ tends to occur
between nations as well as between diffeent kinds.
of peaple.

In many cases this flows from the vastly different
histories experienced by countries. France, for
example, has never quite recovered from its 1789
revolution founded upon the great ideas of Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity’. Consequently. new arrivals
to France have become citizens of the republic on
an equal standing with everyone else. Such legal
even-handedness is wholly admirable. one might
think, but in the autumn of 2005 its limits were
exposed when French leaders, especially Jacques.
Chirac, seemed to refuse to believe that the young
men of the Mustim faith, many of North African
provenance, who were rioting in the suburbs of
Paris and other big cities, suffered from severe
racial discrimination and disproportionate eco-
nomic hardship. So deeply ingrained was this
belief in equality that no separate social statistics
were available regarding France's constituent
minorities. They were just the same so there were
no separate figures.

Chater 21 The policy-making process @ £93
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Think tanks

Mrs Thatcher regained her momentum partly because she discovered Thatcherism': a new st of ideas
comprising the abolition of constraints in the economy, privatising state-owned enterprises and reform of
the public sector. They were provided by the intelligentsia of the "New Right', many of them working
through think-tanks [The Economist, 18 November 1992).

After the demise of Thatcher in 1999, these American-style independent hot-houses of ideas receded. The
Centre for Policy Studies [CPS) used to issue 3 report every fortnight, but with Major in power rather than
its original patron, its output slowed to zero. The output of the Adam Smith Institute (ASI), once a pioneer
in privatisation ideas. also slowed and with Biair in power it was reduced to producing a complimentary
report on his first 200 days. The Institute for Economic Aftairs (IEA] was the oldest right-wing think tank,
but it aiso curtailed its activities once Thatcher had gone. It also has to be said that the disaster of the ‘poll
tax’, 2 product of the ASI, contributed to their declining respect. And the splits did not help: Graham

Mather left the IEA to form his own European Policy Forum, while David Willetts at the CPS left after
criticism to become an MP and director of the Social Market Foundation.

Labour has been relatively light on think tanks, but the Fabian Society, set up by the Webbs in 1884, has
effectively been a highly influential think tank for over 100 years. It still xists with an impressive member
ship from the public and the parliamentary party. It organises seminars and conferences and keeps up
900d flow of pamphiets and serious studies, a post-1997 one being the work of a certain Tony Blair. In
addition, at the current time there s the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPRI, which has produced

a number of New Labour studies. Demos - initially headed by Geoff Mulgan before he became a No. 10 |
adviser is now led by Tom Bentley. Are think tank personnel merely seeking to enter poliics and become

MPs? According to Tom Clougherty, the young director of the ASI, during a student study group visit in
March 2009, his role gave him far more influence than any MP might exert. Certainly many think tank |
personnel have made the journey into senior advisory or ministerial positions, for example David Miliband J

(IPPR, John Redwood (Centre Policy Studies) and Geoff Mulgan (Demos [see Dorey 2006: 19261

groups (some of which

side P
G, Tribune and ¢ ampagn Group can all b nfluencing specific, usually very

ndividual MPs probably have a better chance

fiament) such as the Bow Group, Monda
ecific, policy

Aphet - b, trely oo - lahsecon o plcy stees oot the pportakies eviluble 15 s
rivate members' bills (see Chapter 15)
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Ideas and Perspectives boxes focus in on specific
questions, events or issues and suggest a range of

responses.

Chapter 1 Politics in perspective ® 13

BOX 1.4 BRITAIN IN CONTEXT

Another example of conceptual dissonance is
provided by the difference between Western and
Muslim societies. In the West free speech is 3 hal-
lowed principle, defended even if it offends some
peopie hoiding deep religious beliefs. For funda-
mentatist Muslims such tolerance is not possible.
Anything which reflects what they see as disrespect
for the prophet Mohammed they interpret not as
merely a difference of viewpoint or maybe satirical
humour, but as unforgivable blasphemy. The case
of the Danish cartoons published in 3 right-
newspaper in November 2005 well illustrated this
dilference in perception, only one of many between
the two cultures.

In Japan, stll influenced by its ancient culture, the
warld is also perceived in a different way from in
the West. For example, sacial hierarchy is deemed
in some situations to be as important as equality,
50 that people seated at a dinner table will place
the persan believed by a group to be the most
senior and important in the place of honour while
other guests will be placed according to their per-
erved rank and place in society

The USA, created in the heat of 3 revolution against

cracy in the Middle East. They believed it would
lead to greater moderation, acceptance of the
West and happiness for the Arab citizens con-
cerned. For a long while it seemed this assumption
had tragically misfired in the case of Iraq, invaded

2003, whereupon it descended into chaos for
i writing (2009] Iraq
seems relatively peaceful but the cost has arguably
been prohibitive

Towards the end of each chapter you will find the
new Britain in Context feature, which looks at the
issues covered within a chapter in the context of
global politics and provides a useful comparative
angle on the key issues in British politics.

Chapter 11 Political parties @ 223

Chapter summary

As the first decade of a close, Bitain’s political ed crisis,
stricken by voter disinterest, increasing public hostilty, tumbling membership and dublous sources of
income. The 2010 generat : the

kund of distinctive approaches that once gave party politics traction. The nature of the British party system
3150 stayed unresolved,
more volatile and oblique. However, the depth of the crisis - ailied to the onset of recession - alsa gave
parties a redemptive opportunity, encouraging them 1o reconsider their internal siructures, the extent
10 which they empower their own members, the extent to which they decentralise and their relationship
with aiternative forms of political activity. It remains to be seen whether the main parties grasp this
opportunity - or cantinue to atrophy in the face of rapid economic, cultural and sociological change
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Chapter summaries come at the end of each
chapter, to provide a resumé of the issues that have
been under the microscope. Discussion points are
listed at the end of each chapter, prompting you to
consider and develop your own responses to the
issues at hand. You will find annotated suggestions
for Further reading at the end of each chapter.
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wished to ‘recapture the union flag from the far

Discussion points Race and Racism in Britain (Palgrave, 3rd edn, right’. In a reference to the 7/7 bombings he added
2003) are more detailed studies

18, Do/you think thet the rackcion et gov- . On sconin devlooments In Bitain since We have to face uncomfortable facts that while the

ernment intervention in the UK economy since 1945, contrasting arguments are presented by British response to July 7th was remarkable, they were

1979 has been a welcome development? A. Gamble, Britain in Decline; Economic British citizens, British born apparently integrated into

our communities, who were prepared to maim and kill
fellow British citizens irrespective of their religion.

Paticy, Political Strategy and the British State,
Macmillan (4th edn, 1994), and G Bernstein, The
Myth of Decline: The Rise of Britain since
1945 (Pimlico, 2004). On the impact of That-
cherism, see especially lan Gilmour, Dancing with
ogma: Britain under Thatcherism (Simon &
Schuster, 1992). On class, see the provocative
thesis advanced by A. Adonis and S. Poliard in
® Has immigration brought benefits to British A Class Act: The Myth of Britain's Classless

society. or would it have been better if the  Society (Hamish Hamilton 1997)

country had closed its borders after 19457

® ‘Since 1945, there has been a tendency for
opposition parties to exaggerate British eco.
nomic decline, and for governments to look
on the bright side’. Do you agree, and if 5o,
bas this tendency helped the British public
to appreciate the dilemmas facing their
country?

W Green thinking

The ecological perspective rejects philosophies ¢

similar than

it (a senior envir

adviser to the Blair government) characterises them
sively s ‘Industrialism. tis ‘Super-ideology
thrive on the ruthless

B 0o you agree with the contention that ‘British

ness is best defined 25 a common enjoyment = ind planet, is it
of a consumenist culture? Websites face’ (Porritt 1984). Conservatives,
vty s ’"“d‘d: B o and centre politicians argue about rival
The government's National Statistics Online . e ) approaches — individualism versus col

(www.ons.govuk) is an invaluable resource lectivism and how the cake
Further reading for students of soctal and economic change. It is 10 a new identity were threefoid, Fistly, Biair hag 1414 be sliced up and distributed - but they all

regulary updated with new tatstical information, o a new ierkity were threefod, sl Blaif Hd.gree tha the stz of the cake should be increased
The key text on this subject is AH. Halsey and o it 5 advisable o browse through its contents bttt W: '_Hm:‘m“ 4 through vigorous economic growth. This Is the
J. Webb (eds), Tuoentieth Century British Social  rather than simply searching for specific itens e e e Soconly,  Ceal propositon that the Greens most emphatt
Trends (Macmillan, 2000), which contains expert  Information concerning income and wealth can e e . oyl relec.‘ndustralis,they say i predicated on
appraisals of the major developments over a cen-  also be obtained from wiw hmre.gov.uk. A N e e i the continuous expansion of the goods and services
tury of rapid social and economic change, Annual  respected source of data and comment on ec T and on the promotion of even more consumption
editions of Social Trends are avalable online,  nomic matters is the Institute for Fiscal Studies, o laeues. ke Iraq, eltish public opinion was L0 5" advestiing and the discavety of an Incress
at wwwsiatistics gov.ub/statbase; reviews of  whose website is www.fs org.uk. Comparative ropean critics than to Blair's It creates great inequalities
regional change are available from the same  data can be accessed through the website of the . ority set the pace In
source. On specific subjects, R. Lister’s Poverty  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and

lavish and unnecessary consumption while a sub-
(Oxford University Press, 2004), and J. Solomon's  Develogment (OECD), at wyww oecd.org/. stantial number - in many countrie
either unemployed or live in re

argues that British pec
Union 1707 with

i the system works. Le. we achieve full employment,
we basically destroy the planet. i t doesn't. ie. we end

up with mass unemployment, we destroy the Lves of

ngs S0 evid-  millions of people . From an industrial point of ew

ce suggests that the ‘British’ layer has given way it s  atce ... prmote wasekl orsumplion. o

1o the ¢ g identity, so that many now feel  discount social costs, to destroy the environment. From

ot 30 20 forth than the com- e Green point of view it is totally irrational, simply

posite ‘British’. Gordon Brown was clearly seekind  ecause we hold true to the most important political

minimise his Scottishness by emphasising the  reatity of al: that ail wealth ultimately derives from the
importance of ‘Britishness’. In January 2006 he e finite resources of our planet.

suggested o national day for ‘Britain', explaining he Porrit (1984 4671

Each chapter also ends with a list of Useful Throughout the text you will find certain terms and
websites. While the web should be approached phrases highlighted in bold; you will find definitions
with caution it can be a tremendous tool for forthese terms and phrases in the Glossary, which
deepening your understanding of politics. comes towards the end of the book.

And another thing .. The great partiamentary expenses crisis @ 247

MPs from the provisions of the Act. In faimess, it

un.ummmmb-pnmma Several

with this and as a result the proposed bill was swiftly
abandoned.

By now requests for information were flooding
in from journalists and members of the public. The
House authorities initially respondsd by publishing
headline fgures for different categories of each MP's
expenses. At the sume time the rules were tightened,
requiring the provision of receipts ~ but only for
expenditure over 5250, Unsurprisingly, this did not
satisfy inquirers, whose appetite had by now been
whetted by attempts to avoid disclosure. Unwisely.
the House authorities chose to resist, employing
lawyers to argue that the limited disclosure already
conceded was sufficient to meet the demands of
the Freedom of Information Act. Needless to say the
Information Commissionier, Richard Thomas, was
having none of this. Neither were the judges who, in
due course, ruled that MPs should have to account
i ful for their use of public mon

At which point the House authorities caved in
and agreed to provide ful details of expenses claims
for each of the previous four years, minus addresses
and

MPs were given 2 chance to comment and to suggest
deletions. While this was underway, someone
apparently stole the computer disc containing the
unedited details and sold it to the Daily Telegraph
for a six-figure sum.

The results were devastating. For day after
relentless day the Tolegraph published details of
some of the more exotic claims for the maintenance
and repairs of swimming pools, tennis courts and
even amoat. Home Secretary Jacaui Smith's husband
was found, unknown to ier, 10 have claimed for the
hire of a pornographic video; more seriously she was
found to be claiming the second home allowance
against her family home. She was not the only one.

A new phenomenon — which quickly became
known as ‘flipping’ ~ was identified. Some MPs, it
appeared, were changing homes frequently in order
1o exploit to the full the second home allowance.
Some were, at the same time. tem designat-
ing secund homes as principal residences in order to
avoid Capital Gains Tax when they sold up. Several
were found to be claiming for mortgages that no
longer existad. One was found to be claiming for a
home on the south coast, over 100 miles from her
constituency

ministers
ar stepped down voluntarily from the government.

estates announced that they would not be contest-
B T e 4 L

or were instructed by their party 10
announce - that they, 100, would ot be seel
re-election. One stood down immediately, triggering
a by-election.

Party leaders vied with each other to demonstrate
to an outraged public that they were dealing firmly
with miscreants. Gordon Brown publicly disowned
a member of his Cabinet who had avoided paying
Capital Gains Tax. The Labour Party set up  'Star
Chamber' to deal with the most blatant examples of
abuse. Tory leader David Cameron ordered the worst
affenders in his party t repay excess claims ~ he
himself repaid the cost of trimming the wisteria
(Tory excesses were 50 much more elegant than
Labor

election or face expulsion. One of Cameron's close
aides, Andrew McKie, was among the casualties,
along with his wife, Julie Kirkbride. Not to be out-
done, the Liberal leader Nick Clegg called for con-
stituents to be given the right to recall, mid-term,

Martin had become widely regarded as an obstacie
10 reform and in the end pressure on him 1o stand
down became irresistible.

The tabloids were in heaven. Tabloid journalisr
requires a constant supply of victims, be they mis-
behaving footballers, errant soap stars or dodgy
politcians — and here, courtesy of the Telograph,
was an unlimited supply. Even the most minor
Infringements suddenly became front page news,

The political impact was considerable. For the
first time opinéon polls rated MPs as lower in public
esteem than even the bankers who had brought
the workd economy to the brink of destruction. All
the main parties were contaminated, but Labour
came off worst, partly because it was the governing
party and it happened on their watch. The impact
was reflected in the results of European elections in
June 2000 when the Labour vote all but collapsed.
Even the Tories, who had been riding high in the

And another thing . . . is a feature that you will find
at the end of each of the six parts of the book. These
interpretive essays by leading political thinkers
take a sideways glance at some of the key issues
under debate in contemporary British politics.



Preface

Politics is an exciting subject. We, the authors, are
naturally biased in thinking it offers students very
special attractions. It is a subject you digest with
your breakfast each morning; its complex canvas
unfolds with the daily papers, the Today pro-
gramme, the broadcast news, not excluding possible
viewings of blogs; by the evening new details have
been painted in and the picture subtly, sometimes
dramatically, has changed.

Politics is unpredictable, dynamic; it affects us, it
is about us. In one sense the canvas s us: a projec-
tion of ourselves and our aspirations, a measure of
our ability to live together. Given what can happen
when it goes wrong — a ruler like Pol Pot or Saddam
Hussein, for example — politics is arguably the most
important focus there is in the study of the human
condition. We hope that this volume on the politics
of the United Kingdom does the subject some kind
of justice.

This book is designed to provide a comprehensive
introduction to British politics for both the general
reader and the examination candidate. With the
latter group in mind, we fashioned a text for the first
edition that was unusual by British standards. When
we studied A-level politics, all those years ago, the
transition from O-level to A-level was quite difficult.
This was hardly surprising, because many of the
A-level texts were the same as those we went on
to study at university, partly because of shared
assumptions about A-level and university students.
It was believed that we should be treated as mature
intellects (good), but also that it was up to us to
extract meaning from the texts which, in the name
of standards, made few concessions to our possible

unfamiliarity with the subject (not so good). In
these circumstances it is hardly surprising that so
many aspiring university students gave up before
the intrinsic interest of the subject could capture
them.

Things have improved since then, in the world of
textbooks remarkably so. Syllabuses have become
much wider and now embrace stimulating new
areas such as political sociology and current political
issues. This has helped authors produce more inter-
esting work but a revolution has also taken place on
the production side. Politics UK, when it came out
in 1990, was arguably the first book to embrace the
American approach of providing a comprehensive
course textbook with a plethora of new features such
as photographs, diagrams, tables and illustrative
figures.

Since then most of our rival textbooks on British
politics have adopted similar styles, and if imitation
is the highest form of fiattery, we are greatly flattered.
The book has moved through six successful editions
and this is the seventh. The key features of this new
edition are as follows.

B The fourth edition was comprehensively
‘Europeanised’: each chapter was looked at and
amended to take account of the EU impact and
influence — all this material has been accordingly
updated for the seventh edition.

B ‘Updating’ means covering developments over
the four years since the last edition, of course —
including the 2010 election — but older examples
are still cited in some cases; there are continuities
in British politics and the whole of the postwar
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period is used as a kind of laboratory in which
political behaviour is observed.

B Many of the chapters have been completely
rewritten, and all chapters not rewritten have been
comprehensively updated up to, where possible,
spring 2010.

B A chapter on the recent 2010 election was the
last to be included.

B The book contains an alphabetical Glossary
defining all the key terms highlighted in the text.

B The comparative approach to politics has become
increasingly popular over the last decade and,
while this is not expressly a comparative text, we
have included a ‘Britain in context’ box for each
chapter which provides a limited version of this
kind of input.

B Politics UK’s companion website contains the
best available guide to useful websites, as well as
many other additional features, including a spe-
cially written set of revision notes for each chapter.

B The book’s presentation has been augmented by
the inclusion of many tables, diagrams and up-to-
date cartoons from the quality press.

The comment and debate essays at the end of each
major part have been written, as before, by distin-
guished guest writers. This time they are:

B Professor Andrew Gamble - distinguished
Cambridge scholar and an authority on recent
political history and the world economic crisis
2007-9.

B Jonathan Freedland — much admired Guardian
columnist and broadcaster.

B Steve Richards - chief columnist at the
Independent newspaper as well as radio and
television broadcaster.

B Andrew Heywood - the most successful author
of politics textbooks in the country.

B Chris Mullin MP - The MP for Sunderland
South was a distinguished select committee
chair as well as author of a much praised volume
of diaries, A View from the Foothills.

B Peter Riddell — another contribution to the
book by this doyen of British political analysts:
columnist and assistant editor of The Times as
well as broadcaster and author of several books
on British politics.

The original line-up of principal authors diminished
from six to four by the sixth edition; we were sorry
to lose Michael Moran (though we retain one chapter
by him in this edition) and Dennis Kavanagh though
pressure of work, leaving just myself and Philip
Norton as main authors/editors. Colin Copus, Nick
Rees, Andrew Flynn, Harry Cowen, Mark Garnett,
Wyn Grant, Oliver Daddow and Russell Deacon all
contribute towards this volume with discrete
chapters. Professor Philip Cowley of Nottingham
University was intended to become a ‘main author’,
but hectic pressure of work (including a burgeoning
media career) prevented this from happening;
however, Philip Norton and I are very grateful for
the valuable input he made to the planning of the
present edition of a book which has continued to
evolve since its first appearance in 1991.

The chapters on parliament in this book have
always been authoritative and up to date; they are
even more so since Philip Norton became a member
of the House of Lords himself in 1998. Thanks
are due to all the contributors and to the staff at
Pearson Education who have proved remarkably
helpful and professional, especially Kate Ahl who
has been central to the book’s preparation and,
during its later stages, Georgina Clark-Mazo. We
have to thank (chiefly) Chris Riddell for the brilliant
cartoons, borrowed from his weekly contributions
to the Observer. Special thanks are offered to those
reviewers who commented so usefully on draft
chapters of this book and thereby helped to improve
them. Lecturers and teachers are reminded that if
they adopt the book they will receive, free of charge,
the Instructor’s Manual, written by Bill Jones (and
Graham Thomas). We hope teachers and students
find the book as useful and stimulating as previous
editions.

Bill Jones
Philip Norton
June 2010
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