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CHAPTER I
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1 CONTEXTUALISING THE PROBLEM
1.1 From the past...

The men in the first car had almost given up hope. They saw the bus stopping but
didn’t think anything would happen. All of a sudden Kenet noticed someone walking
at the side of the road. It was too dark to make out who it was. “Someone’s coming,”
he said to Gabi, “but I can’t see who it is.” A few seconds later, in a whisper that
sounded to him like a shout, he exclaimed, “It’'s him!” Gabi’s heart leapt with
excitement. He threw a hurried glance at his men to check that they were all in
position. Eli picked out the approaching figure immediately, but it took Gabi another
fifteen seconds. Meanwhile, Klement was turning the corner into Garibaldi Street.
Kenet hissed in Gabi’s ear, “He’s got one hand in his pocket — he may have a
revolver. Do I tell Eli?” “Tell him,” Gabi answered. “Eli,” Kenet whispered, “watch
out for a gun. He’s got his hand in his pocket.” Klement was standing right in front of
the car. “Momentito,” Eli said and sprang at him. Panic-stricken, Klement stepped
back. In their practice exercises Eli had used the method called sentry tackle, seizing
the man from behind and dragging him backward, but Kenet’s warning about the gun
forced him to change his tactics. He pounced on Klement to bring him down, but
because Klement had stepped back Eli’s leap brought them both crashing to the
ground. As he fell, Klement let out a terrible yell, like a wild beast caught in a trap.'

This extract describes the thrilling details of Ricardo Klement’s abduction in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, on 11 May 1960. Klement, better known as Adolf Eichmann, the
former head of the Gestapo section which had to implement the policy of the ‘final
solution’ of the Jews in Europe,2 was seized by agents of Israel’s Secret Service the

" Harel 1975, pp. 165-166.

* See the 1946 Judgment of the IMT of Nuremberg, under ‘War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity’
and ‘Persecution of the Jews’ (read by Judge Nikitchenko and available at:
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/judwarcr.asp): “In the summer of 1941 (...), plans were made for the
“final solution™ of the Jewish question in all of Europe. This “final solution” meant the extermination of
the Jews, which early in 1939 Hitler had threatened would be one of the consequences of an outbreak of
war, and a special section in the Gestapo under Adolf Eichmann, as head of Section B4 of the Gestapo,
was formed to carry out the policy.”



