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Preface

Understanding Physical Anthropology and Archeology is designed as an in-
tegrated textbook to bring together related topics in physical/biological an-
thropology with those in the field of archeology. Prior users of this text, both
instructors and students, have made numerous suggestions relating to ex-
pansion of some topics and reduction of coverage in other areas.

Thus, this fifth edition of Understanding Physical Anthropology and
Archeology is considerably revised from earlier versions of this book. First
of all, the sections on archeology, written by archeologist William A. Turn-
baugh, have been significantly increased, with greatly expanded coverage
of the development of domestication and the emergence of civilization in
both the Old and New Worlds (Chapters 17-19). Moreover, a new chapter on
archeological method and theory has been added (Chapter 16), integrating
topics relating to modern Homo sapiens.

In addition, the materials on physical anthropology have also been much
revised and reorganized. In the prior editions of this text, these topics were
covered in 13 chapters. In this edition, we also devote 13 chapters to top-
ics of evolutionary theory, genetics, human diversity, nonhuman primates,
and hominid evolution, but here, while the range of topics is actually
broader (including, for example, more coverage of modern human varia-
tion), it takes up far less space than before. Consequently, even with greatly
expanded coverage of archeology, the text is actually shorter than that of
prior versions. In accomplishing this aim, chapters were made more concise
and less detailed, and more emphasis was placed on essential topics. In ad-
dition, the complex topics on the emergence of Homo sapiens and the di-
versity of cultures in the late Pleistocene have now been divided into two
chapters (Chapters 14 and 15).

Much of the reorganization of the physical anthropology sections has
been facilitated through use of materials drawn from our new text, Essen-
tials of Physical Anthropology, published by West in Spring, 1992. The third
author of that textbook, Lynn Kilgore, has thus also been added as a new au-
thor of this book.

Several photo essays, another popular feature of the Essentials text, have
also been added to this book. These photo layouts, with accompanying de-
scriptions, are designed to capture student interest with visual depictions
of research in our fields, especially work pursued by some of the authors of
this text.

We have attempted in this textbook to present materials to motivate stu-
dents to ask questions concerning their origins, both biological and cultural.

XVii



Preface

We are obviously excited by the nature and constantly emerging scientific
frontiers of our disciplines. If we can bring to students the basic knowledge
of our fields and, at the same time, communicate some of our enthusiasm for
our research, we then would have accomplished much of what we set out
to do with this book.

As in any undertaking of this magnitude, we have been greatly assisted by
a wide range of people in preparing this textbook for publication. We thus
would like to thank the reviewers who provided such detailed and useful
comments:

Sal Capaldo, Rutgers University

Susan Hornshaw, University of Winnipeg

Sharon Lehrer, Delta College

Robert P. Mensforth, Cleveland State University

Jerry D. Moore, California State University, Dominguez Hills
Thomas R. Rocek, University of Delaware

J. Richard Shenkel, University of New Orleans

Carla M. Sinopoli, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

John A. Williams, University of North Dakota

We also thank our editors at West Educational Publishing, Clyde Perlee
and Denise Simon; Janet Bollow, text designer; Stuart Kenter, copy editor;
and Janet Hansen, compositor.

We wish to acknowledge Pat McGrath, Shirley McGreal, and Thomas
Wolfle for providing invaluable assistance with the issues for Chapters 8 and
9. For their help with the photo essays, we are indebted to: Margaret Binns,
Martin Girouard, Arlen Kristoferson, Carol Martinez, Donna Raymond,
Viviana Sanchez-Chopitea, Ruby Tilley, Brian Wesenberg, and the staff
of the photo department, Instructional Resources Center, San Jose State
University.

We are most appreciative of those who have generously provided us with
photographs: Fred Smith, Milford Wolpoff, Diane France, David Haring,
Gunter Brauer, Lorna Pierce, Judy Suchey, Judith Regensteiner, Mark
Gutchen, Kathy Pomonis, Virginia Landau, Julie Bittnoff, Patti Gibson,
Alan Leveillee, Carol Lofton, Bonnie Pederson, Arlene Kruse, Wayne Savage,
Fred Jacobs, Jean DeRousseau, Joyce Bizjack and JoAnn Brisko. Finally,
we also thank Sandra Nelson for her assistance in proofing and indexing and
Ben Singer for providing us with pertinent current material.

William A. Turnbaugh
Harry Nelson

Robert Jurmain

Lynn Kilgore
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