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Qur world is patched up in shapes. In architecture, typefaces or infographics, squares,
triangles and circles provide the basic frames and forms. Because of their modularity, almost
everything can be constructed from or reduced into shapes. Together with colours, they
function as the universal token of meanings, representing abstract concepts and physical
objects in religion, communication and graphic art.
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These artists helped to form a universal visual language that not only still exists today, but a language that
is completely ingrained within our current understanding of what design is and should be. Sometimes | arrive
at a solution in my own work after a long period of experimentation that [ believe has some originality. Only
to find a few weeks later something incredibly similar lying in the pages of an old dusty design book by a
graphics master of the past that [ have yet to encounter. Instead of finding this experience disheartening and
frustrating | have learnt to be encouraged and inspired by it. By rediscovering the paths and processes that
these designers took, | am able to develop and build upon their ideas and methods to create my own.

Employing geometry in my work allows me to create structured methods and creative processes. But it also
offers a limitless plane of possibilities, that grants me a great deal of freedom and pleasure when making
images. | sometimes think my creative process is akin to the act of making music. Balance, harmony and
repetition are key factors I consider when using geometric forms to create my work. It's often intuitive and hard
to teach. Simple geometry provides me with a mode of expression that [ feel I'll be exploring for many years to
come. The more I'learn and discover the more [ realise just how little | know. My work is not only a celebration
of shape, form and cglour but also a celebration of life in a wider sense. Geometry allows me to explore my
interest in the converging pathways of art, music and science as its mathematical nature applies to them all.

Experimenting with and simplifying abstract geometric¢ forms seems to me a logical way in which we as designers
attempt to understand and communicate the chaotic world around us. This book contains a snapshot of
applied geometry of the here and now, but | feel wark of this nature will continue to intrigue and challenge
designers far into the future, as it has done well into the past.

Jack Featherstone
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Every designer sees a different guality in shapes. Some
relate them to childhood games. Others reckon them
simply as forms — with balanced mathematical structure
to work as planes or grids, strokes or dots.

Shapes are what we used to construct memories. And
today, they are the strategy to attain efficiency, contrast
the nature and pattern the world. This section presents
the infinity of shapes in 131 promotional art, textile prints,
brand identity, environmental graphics, crafts, photo-log
and life-size installations you can touch and hug!
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