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Preface

The science of cosmetics is a field that affects us all, yet there are few expressions today that
are as broadly interpreted as “cosmetics.”

Do cosmetics facilitate immersion of the external self into a symphony of color and
sound of one’s own composition and direction, or are cosmetics born from our need for
personal hygiene, motivated by personal pride, as well as by consideration of those around
us? Is cosmetic science truly a science or only acult? Do cosmetics promote health, or do they
harbor a threat to our well-being? So many questions, SO many answers.

Acknowledged experts were called upon for every topic presented in this monograph.
They have made every effort not only to produce an authoritative textbook, but also to
produce material that is easily understood, that remains non-technical over large stretches,
and that can even be fun and exciting. This flexibility is indicated in the title of our new work,
and the presentation of the material underlines its flexibility as a pocketbook. The price
should also make it clear that this monographis not limited to serving only as areference book
— especially not a reference reserved exclusively for experts in the field of cosmetic science.

Instead, this work should appeal to many interests throughout the cosmetics world: from
high school students, to pharmacy and medical students and their instructors; from the
practicing professional in the medical, chemical, biological, pharmaceutical, or cosmetics
ficld, to the professional cosmetologist; from the pharmacist and druggist, to the dermatolo-
gist and cosmetic chemist, from the marketing strategists of the cosmetic industry, to those
involved in consumer organizations and research laboratories; from science journalists, to
those lay people simply interested in cosmetics.

The summary of contents reveals our attempt to cover the whole spectrum of cosmetics
and toiletries from many different points of view, through sound contributions from each
trade area. In doing so, we have also attempted to remain true to the different areas of interest
of this wide target group. We intentionally included a chapter on “Hygienic Products” in this
text, even though these are not legally defined as cosmetics and toiletries. They are, however,
covered under the Food and Utility Article Law.

I would like to thank all of our authors, not only for their willingness to work together
and their support of the collective concept, but also for their adherence to our unusually tight
deadline schedules, necessary in order to bring our readers the latest information uniformly
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across all topics.

In the name of all of our authors, I wish to thank the translator of the German edition of
this book, Mr. Brian Gore, for his careful work, and the Ellis Horwood Publishing Company
of Chichester, Great Britain for their cooperation, for the functional and efficient layout and
design of the book, as well as for its promotion.

I would also like to thank Dr. Hinrich Méller and Mr. Kurt Siekmann for their editorial
support. And last but not least my co-worker, Mrs. Heike Buchen, for her enthusiastic
collaboration and flawless coordination of details.

Dr. Wilfried Umbach
Diisseldorf, December 1990
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