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A Note on Thai Terms and Names

modified United States Library of Congress/Thai Royal Institute

standard. The principal modifications include the omission of the
diacritical marks for which that standard calls and the rendering of
the names of contributors according to their personal preference and of
a limited number of proper names according to most widely recognized
usage. Note that Thai authors are cited in footnotes by their given
names, as per standard practice. In the Bibliography they are similarly
listed by given name. The terms “upper South” and “lower South” are
simple translations of the Thai “phak tai ton lang’ and “phak tai ton
bon”, respectively; they are adopted here for their relative neutrality.
Unless otherwise noted, in the Introduction and in each of the essays
that follow, “Pattani” refers to the modern Thai province of that name
and to one of the seven principalities or hua mueanginto which Bangkok
divided the historic Malay sultanate of Patani in the early nineteenth
century. “Patani” refers both to that historic sultanate and to the wider
area that it once ruled, which includes territories today divided adminis-
tratively into the Thai provinces of Yala, Narathiwat, Pattani, and
adjacent parts of Songkhla.

l n the romanization of Thai terms, the present volume follows a
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