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Wyatt and Dashwood’s European Union Law

First published 30 years ago, Wyatt and Dashwood’s European Union Law was a landmark
publication, designed and written for students taking degree-level courses in EU law. In
the intervening years new editions have appeared at regular intervals, firmly establishing
the book as a reliable and authoritative text. Besides introducing generations of students
to the intricacies of European law, it has also been increasingly relied upon by scholars,
practitioners and the courts as a valuable source of reference on this complex and ever-
expanding body of law.

While the book cannot cover every aspect of the subject matter, it nevertheless offers com-
prehensive coverage of those aspects of EU law most commonly studied at degree level.
Part I introduces the history and foundations of the Union’s primary law. Part II looks
at the Union’s institutions, decision-making procedures and competences. It also deals
with the Union judiciary, focusing on direct actions before the Union courts and prelimi-
nary references from national courts. The constitutional fundamentals of direct effect and
supremacy, effective judicial protection before national courts, general principles of Union
law and the Charter of Fundamental Rights are dealt with in Part III. Part IV covers the
internal market: free movement of goods, Union citizenship, workers, establishment and
services, the services directive, mutual recognition of qualifications, corporate establish-
ment and company law harmonisation. Part V deals with competition law: Articles 101
and 102 TFEU, the enforcement of Union competition rules and other related competition
law issues. Part VI then includes a brand new chapter concerned with the EU’s external
relations, together with treatment of the legal effects of international agreements entered
into by the EU.

As with previous editions the aim is to provide an accurate, critical, pragmatic and origi-
nal account of the subject, at times also offering unique insiders’ insights. The book holds
to its reputation as being both broad and profound, the ideal foundation for gaining a
deep understanding of EU law.

This edition reflects the law post-Lisbon. It has also been restructured and redesigned, so
as to facilitate ease of use. Its original authors, Derrick Wyatt and Alan Dashwood, con-
tinue to make a significant contribution. Michael Dougan, Eleanor Spaventa and Barry
Rodger complete the team of authors working on this invaluable textbook and reference
work.



Preface

The previous edition of this book appeared in 2006. Needless to say, a great many things
have changed since then.

The first main change concerns our writing team. Alan Dashwood, Michael Dougan,
Eleanor Spaventa and Derrick Wyatt have all remained very much on board. We were sad
to say goodbye to Tony Arnull and Malcolm Ross, both of whom had contributed so much
to previous editions but now felt obliged by other commitments to move on to fresh pas-
tures, though not without graciously permitting us to continue using their past chapters
as the basis for updating this 6th edition. But we were delighted to welcome a new author
to the team: Barry Rodger from the University of Strathclyde took on responsibility for
the competition law sections of the book.

The second main change concerns our publisher. After many editions working fruit-
fully with Sweet & Maxwell, we were nonetheless excited to enter into a new arrangement
with Hart Publishing. All of the authors have previously worked closely with Richard
and his first-rate team. We are truly indebted to everyone at Hart Publishing for their
professionalism, efficiency, flexibility, dedication and warmth—attributes we have long
associated with Hart Publishing, and which were once more displayed in abundance, as
Richard and his team worked tirelessly to ensure that the finished book was delivered on
schedule and to such a high standard of production.

The final main change, of course, concerns European Union law itself. It becomes ever
more true to observe that EU law has become so vast in its scope and dynamic in its evo-
lution that no scholar can hope to keep abreast even of the main developments in this
fascinating and frustrating field of research. Lucky, then, that we are five. All the main
changes since the last edition have been incorporated into the relevant chapters of this
new edition—from the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon to the key judgments of
the Court of Justice. We have endeavoured to provide a comprehensive overview of the
main institutional and constitutional principles of EU law, together with several substan-
tive topics which continue to dominate the degree-level study of EU law. The law is stated
as on 1 January 2011; a few subsequent developments were incorporated (where possible)
at proof stage.

Alan Dashwood was responsible for updating Chapters 6 and 7 and for writing the new
Chapter 27 on the Union’s external action. Michael Dougan updated Chapter 1, provided
the new Chapter 2, and revised Chapters 3-5, 8 and 9. Barry Rodger undertook the updat-
ing to Part V on competition law, which now comprises Chapters 22-26. Eleanor Spaventa
handled the myriad revisions to Chapters 10-16. Derrick Wyatt updated Chapters 17-21,
which include a new chapter dedicated to the Services Directive; he also updated the sec-
tion on intellectual property rights in Chapter 14, as well as revising and updating Chapter
28 on the legal effects of international agreements.
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