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PREFACE

TrAUMA is one of the Captains of the Men of Death. In war he was always
so0, and in our own generation with the multiplication of vehicles traversing
the streets of our towns and the motorways of the country at ever-increasing
speeds, and the growing tendency to violence in our society, his toll of damage
continually augments. The subject of mechanical injuries to the eye is
immense and embraces a vast variety of lesions in all its structures as well as
in the orbits, the face, the skull'and the brain. gl

With the rapid growth in the complexity of technology in industry, nion-
mechanical injuries are also, increasing, a tendency which can be expected to
augment in the future. This is nowhere more dramatically exemplified than in
the chemical industry, for the many new materials and processes appearing
as each year succeeds another carry with them dangers which are difficult to
assess. This applies particularly to the pharmaceutical industry which
continually deluges us with a flood of new drugs. To anticipate their effects
is impossible, for even if experiments on animals or their short-term use in
man shows no adverse results, many of their side-effects become apparent only
after their prolonged administration to many patients or in peculiar circum-
stances such as damage to the unborn child when given to the pregnant
mother. Toxicology is thus an ever-growing subject which shows no signs of
contracting. Moreover, the addition of such physical agents as light-coagula-
tion, lasers, ultrasonic energy and more concentrated ionizing radiation to
our clinical armamentarium involves potentialities for harm.

Considered as a whole, the complex subject of injuries therefore embraces
all aspects of ophthalmology and assumes a constantly growing importance
in the practice of our specialty; and so it is that, to be reasonably complete,
one volume in my 7Text- Book has necessarily been expanded to two in this
System.

STEWART DUKE-ELDER.

INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON,
1972.
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