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Preface

This is the third volume in the series dealing with the winners of the Wolf Prize
in mathematics. The present volume covers mostly the period of the first decade
of this century. It also includes I. M. Gel’fand, who in 1978 with C. L. Siegel,
was a first laureate of the prize, as well as Atle Selberg, J. Thompson, and
M. Gromov, each of whom won the prize before 2000.

It may be well to recall some facts about the Wolf Prize. It was founded by
Dr. Ricardo Wolf and his wife Francisca Subirana Wolf and is given each year in
five of the six areas of Agriculture, Chemistry, Mathematics, Medicine, Physics,
and the Arts. Laureates receive their awards from the President of the State of
Israel in a ceremony at the Knesset (Israel’s parliament) in Jerusalem. About this
prize, S. S. Chern and F. Hirzebrach said it well when they wrote: “The Fields
medal goes to young people ... The Wolf prize often honors the achievements of
a whole life.”

As in the previous volumes, the documents collected here are varied
in nature but are intended to sketch a picture of the work and scientific life of
each of the laureates. As such, these include bibliographies and curricula vitae,
particularly noteworthy papers or surveys, as well as articles written about the
winners, whenever these were available.

It is our pleasure to record here our appreciation to the Wolf foundation. We
also wish to express our thanks to World Scientific for their role in publishing
this volume, and in particular to the help we have received from Ms. E. H. Chionh.

Yakov G. Sinai
Elias M. Stein
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