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Preface

Criminal justice is a complex subject and involves many of the most intricate issues
in society, such as justice, law, power, suspicion, punishment, forgiveness, organiza-
tions, government, and human behavior, to name only a few. The interrelated issues
make for powerful drama, and the fact that crime and justice touch everyone in
very personal and intimate ways brings the subject into sharp focus when one
offends the law or is victimized by someone who does, or when a close associate or
family member is affected. That complexity coupled with the personal nature of the
subject creates a classroom dynamism seldom found in an academic setting.

The Sixth Edition of Introduction to Criminal Justice presents the subject to
students in ways that are consistent with the dynamic nature of the field. The fact
that this text has succeeded to a Sixth Edition is testimony to its obvious strengths.
The book has been known for being readable, for its emphasis on the democratic
values which underlie criminal justice in a free society, for its emphasis on decision-
making, real-world illustrations, and for its timely scholarship.

This newest edition is all of those things and more. I have made this edition
more interactive, with a critical thinking approach, which provides students and
professors a common meeting ground for classroom activities. The student will not
get so lost in the details of the system that he or she loses sight of the larger
picture. I assume that other courses exist in a criminal justice curriculum, that the
introductory course does not need to teach every single detail of criminal justice.
Therefore, this text presents the broad sweep of criminal justice in the United
States, opening the students’ minds to the underlying principles and values, as well
as to the ethical dilemmas that are part of the elusive search for justice in on-the-
job situations.

Features of the new edition include:

LEARNING OBJECTIVES and SUMMARY BY OBJECTIVES. Learn-
ing objectives highlight the major themes at the start of each chapter. At
the end of each chapter, these objectives are defined and fleshed out with
information contained in the chapter, providing the chapter summary.

SEEKING JUSTICE and SERVING JUSTICE. Vignettes taken from
news reports and well-known cases are used to provide real-life context for
each chapter’s concepts at the start of the chapter (Seeking Justice) and at
the conclusion of the chapter (Serving Justice).

THINKING CRITICALLY boxes introduce complex issues that can be
divisive. Open-ended questions are asked about these issues to stimulate
critical thinking and careful decision making.
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Preface

EXPLORING ETHICS boxes present real dilemmas that face our society and also
ask the questions that require tough choices and value judgments.

ON THE JOB boxes place the student in the shoes of people who work in the crim-
inal justice system.

JUST THE FACTS boxes provide interesting and helpful pieces of information.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS follow each chapter to help launch lively discussion.

INTERNET EXERCISES have been included in each chapter to provide a context
for how the Internet can be used by criminal justice practitioners and by students.

IN-TEXT STUDY GUIDE. To reinforce the concepts, each chapter concludes with
study guide material including chapter outlines, key terms with text references, and
self-tests.
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