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The Year in Brief

A short essay captures the spirit of 1989,
and a month-by-month listing highlights
some of the year’s significant events.
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Chopping away in November
at the Berlin Wall. »
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Hundreds of thousands
of protesters pack
Wenceslas Square in
Prague, Czechoslovakia,
during one of the many
antigovernment demon-
strations in late 1989
that won the Czechoslo-
vaks new freedoms.
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The world watched with a mixture of amazement, joy, relief—
and some apprehension—as the Iron Curtain began to fall apart
in 1989. Hungary and Poland, Communist nations in January,
were well on their way to becoming multiparty democracies by
October. East Germany, scrambling to stem the tide of its citi-
zens fleeing to the West, introduced limited democratic reforms
and then—in one surprising week in November—started to dis-
mantle the Berlin Wall. Television cameras relayed the scene
throughout the world as Berliners celebrated throughout days
and nights at the wall. Some used chisels or picks to chip away
pieces of the hated barrier, for almost 30 years the symbol of the
separation between East and West.

Signs of change also appeared in two of the hardest of the
hard-line Communist nations. Bulgaria’s long-time leader, Todor
Zhivkov, stepped down, and the new Communist Party leader
pledged to speed reforms. In the face of widespread demonstra-
tions, Czechoslovakia’s party leader also resigned, and the coun-
try’s parliament repealed clauses in the Constitution giving the
Communist Party a guaranteed “leading role” in the government
and establishing Marxism-Leninism as the state ideology.

Eastern Europe’s move toward democracy was so unexpected
and so rapid that no one could judge how the political and eco-
nomic changes it brings will affect not only the East, but also the
West. Nor was there the certainty that the reforms would be
permanent. Indeed, China’s Communist government responded
to its citizens’ call for democratic reforms with a brutal crack-
down in June that left hundreds, perhaps thousands, dead. One
thing was certain, however: The events of 1989 were cause for
hope—and they brought East and West closer than at any other
time in the past 40 years. The Editors




A jubilant Tadeusz Ma-
zowiecki waves to sup-
porters after his August
election as Poland’s first
non-Communist prime
minister since the end
of World War IlI.

Happy Berliners party
at—and on—the Berlin
Wall in November after
East Germany opens the
hated barrier that divid-
ed the city for 28 years.
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22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28

29 | 30 | 31

2 Prime Minister R inghe Premad takes
office as president of Sri Lanka.

4 United States Navy fighter planes shoot down two
Libyan fighter jets over the Mediterranean Sea.

7 Japan’s Emperor Hirohito dies, and Crown
Prince Akihito assumes the throne.

10 Cuban soldiers begin to withdraw from Angola
under a peace agreement signed in December 1988.
Harris Trust and Savings Bank of Chicago agrees to
provide $14 million in back pay to women and minority
employees in the largest such settlement obtained by
the federal government from a single employer.

11 President of the United States Ronald Reagan
delivers his farewell address to the nation.

The National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) approves a new rule called Proposition 42 that
ends athletic scholarships to freshmen who do not
meet minimum academic standards.

12  President-elect George Bush completes his Cab-
inet, naming retired Admiral James D. Watkins as sec-
retary of energy. Bush also picks former Secretary of
Education William J. Bennett to head the new Office of
National Drug Control Policy.

13 Bernhard H. Goetz is sentenced to one year in
jail and fined $5,000 for illegal gun possession in the
1984 shooting of four young men he said were trying to
rob him on a New York City subway train.

15 Thirty-five European nations pledge in Vienna,
Austria, to strengthen human-rights safeguards and
improve East-West trade.

16 The fatal shooting of a black motorcyclist by a
Hispanic policeman in Miami, Fla., triggers two nights
of arson, looting, and violence in the city’s mostly black
Overtown and Liberty City neighborhoods.

17 A gunman identified as Patrick E. Purdy shoots
five children to death at a Stockton, Calif., elementary
school before killing himself.

18 The U.S. Republican National Committee clects
Lee Atwater as its chairman.

19 Ante Markovié, a Croatian reformer, is ap-
pointed Federal Executive Council President (premier)
of Yugoslavia, succeeding Branko Mikuli¢.

20 George Bush takes office as the 41st President of
the United States.

22 The San Francisco 49ers win football’s Super
Bowl XXIII, defeating the Cincinnati Bengals 20-16.

23 A powerful earthquake in the Soviet republic of
Tajikistan kills about 275 people.

23-24 Armed civilian leftists attack and briefly hold
an Argentine army base near Buenos Aires.

24 Convicted killer Ted Bundy, who had confessed
to more than 20 murders, is executed in Florida's elec
tric chair.

30 New York City lawyer Joel B. Steinberg is found
guilty of manslaughter in the beating death of Lisa
Steinberg, a 6-year-old child he was raising. He is sen-
tenced on March 24 to 8'/3 to 25 years in prison.
Canada’s Prime Minister Brian Mulroney shuffles
his cabinet, appointing 6 new ministers and changing
the responsibilities of 19 others.

12
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Wide receiver Jerry Rice of the San Francisco 49ers
celebrates his game-winning touchdown in Super
Bowl XXIII on January 22. The 49ers defeated the
Cincinnati Bengals 20 to 16.
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Cars ignited by rioters burn on a Mi-
ami, Fla., street after racial conflict
prompted by a shooting on January
16 erupts into violence.

<« Hours after being sworn in as Presi-
dent of the United States, George
Bush dances with his wife, Barbara,
at an Inaugural Ball on January 20.
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2 Carlos Andrés Pérez takes office as president of
Venezuela.

Japan’s Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita meets
with President Bush in Washingtop, D.C., the first for-
eign leader to do so since the new Pyggident took office.
3 Paraguay’s long-time dictator Pr¢sident Alfredo
Stroessner is ousted i a"fnilﬁn’ry co¥p led by General
Andrés Rodriguez Pdsotée w» ~- “

6 The Polish government and leaders of the Solidar-
ity union hold their first formal meeting since the gov-
ernment tried to crush the union in 1981.

7 Congress votes to reject a proposed 51 per cent
pay raise for its members, federal judges, and certain
other high-level officials.

9 The socialist party of Jamaica's former Prime Min-
ister Michael Manley wins parliamentary elections.
Manley is sworn in as prime minister on February 13.
10 The Democratic National Committee elects
Ronald 1. Brown, a Washington, D.C., lawyer, as its
chairman, making him the first black to head a major
American political party.

Bush meets with Prime Minister Mulroney in Ottawa,
Canada, and pledges legislation to reduce acid rain.

11  Barbara C. Harris becomes the first woman
bishop of the Anglican Communion, which includes the
Episcopal Church in the United States.

14 Union Carbide Corporation agrees to pay $470-
million to compensate victims of the 1984 poison-gas
catastrophe in Bhopal, India.

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
orders Muslims to kill Salman Rushdie, author of The
Satanic Verses, a novel Khomeini calls blasphemous.
15 Soviet troops complete their withdrawal from
Afghanistan as called for under a United Nations-
negotiated agreement signed in 1988.

Sri Lanka’s ruling United National Party wins 125 of
225 seats in the nation’s first parliamentary elections
since 1977, after a violence-marred campaign in which
more than 1,000 people were killed.

19  South African police raid the home of antiapart-
heid leader Winnie Mandela and arrest four of her
bodyguards, two of whom are later charged with the
murder of a 14-year-old boy.

20 The ruling New Democratic Party narrowly
wins reelection in Canada’s Yukon Territory, taking
nine seats in the territorial legislature to the Progres-
sive Conservatives’ seven.

23-27 President Bush travels to Japan, China, and
South Korea, attending the funeral of Emperor Hirohito
and meeting with Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping and
South Korean President Roh Tae Woo.

24 Hirohito’s funeral in Tokyo draws leaders from
over 160 nations and 27 international organizations.
26 A reporton TV’s “60 Minutes™ charges that ap-
ples sprayed with the growth-regulating agent Alar
(daminozide) may cause cancer in children, leading
many schools to remove apples from their cafeterias.
27 Riots break out over price hikes in Venezuela.
About 300 people die in the disturbances, which last
until March 1.
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<« Soviet army troops complete their
pullout from Afghanistan on February
15 under the terms of a 1988 treaty.

i,

An imperial guard escorts the bier of
Japan’s Emperor Hirohito at his Feb-
ruary 24 funeral. The emperor died of
cancer on January 7.
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3 Former National Security Adviser Robert C. Mec-
Farlane is given two years’ probation and fined
$20,000 for misleading Congress about the Iran-contra

ines’ machinists and baggage workers,
supported by pilots and flight attendants, walk off the
job to protest pay cuts. The airline files for bankruptcy
protection on March 9.

Time Incorporated and Warner Communications In-
corporated announce that they will merge to form the
world’s largest communications company, to be called
Time Warner Incorporated.

9 The Senate votes 53 to 47 to reject former Senator
John G. Tower as secretary of defense. The next day,
Bush nominates Representative Richard B. Cheney (R.,
Wyo.) to the post. Cheney is confirmed and sworn in on
March 17.

13-17 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
orders Chilean fruit detained at U.S. ports after finding
traces of cyanide in two grapes from Chile.

13-18 The space shuttle Discovery launches a
tracking and data-relay satellite and conducts a battery
of scientific experiments.

15 Israel hands over to Egypt the seaside resort of
Taba, ending a seven-year territorial dispute.

16 The Soviet Communist Party Central Commit-
tee approves agricultural reforms that give Soviet farm-
ers the right to lease state-owned land for life.

19 Alfredo Cristiani Burkard of the right wing Na-
tional Republican Alliance is elected president of El
Salvador. He takes office on June 1.

21 Congress passes a revised bill to protect the jobs
of “whistle blowers” —federal employees who expose
government waste or fraud. Bush signs the bill into law
on April 10.

22 Pete Rozelle, National Football League (NFL)
commissioner since 1960, announces that he will step
down when a replacement is found.

A. Brian Peckford resigns as premier of Newfound-
land, Canada, and is succeeded by Thomas Rideout.

23 Chemists at the University of Utah in Salt Lake
City claim that they have produced controlled nuclear
fusion at room temperature, a process that would lead
to a safe, clean source of nuclear energy.

23-28 Constitutional changes reducing the self-
government of Yugoslavia's Kosovo province trigger six
days of ethnic riots among the province’s Albanian mi-
nority. At least 29 people are killed.

24 The tanker Exxon Valdes hits a submerged reef
in Prince William Sound, Alaska, and spills an esti-
mated 240,000 barrels of oil into the Pacific Ocean, the
worst tanker spill in U.S. history.

26 The Soviet Union holds its first-ever multicandi-
date elections. Voters reject several top Communist
Party officials and elect numerous independent-minded
candidates.

29 Rain Man, a drama about love between two
brothers, wins Academy Awards for best picture, best
director, best screenplay, and best actor (for Dustin
Hoffman).
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Workers attempt to clean an oil-
covered Alaskan beach after the
tanker on Valdez ran aground on
March 24 in Prince William Sound.
It caused the worst oil spill ever in
U.S. waters.

Dustin Hoffman, left, portrays an »
autistic man and Tom Cruise plays
his brother in the movie Rain Man,
which won several Academy Awards
on March 29.



