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Preface

Oleochemistry has been already addressed
by several authors. This book,

,The Basics of Industrial Oleochemistry”

however, represents an eyewitness report
on the results of over 40 years of personal
involvement in the technological progress.

While oleochemicals, with an estimated
output of 9 Mio tons/year are small
compared to the 100 Mio tons/year of
primary petrochemicals, they are an
important component in today’s market-
place. We, the oleochemical people know
that we have and will continue to have

a competitive edge in quite a number of
product lines.

To a large extent, this is due to the high
technological standard of this mature
industry. A most important factor, how-
ever, is that natural oils and fats are
produced from renewable rawmaterials
and that most of their derivatives are
biodegradable. It furthermore has become
possible to better respond to consumer
needs by modifying the carbon chain
distribution of the oleoproducts by selec-
tion of the feedstock. Plant breeding will
increase this versatility in the future.

Yet, these developments are only modest
forerunners of the opportunities of genetic
engineering in plant and animal breeding
in the future.

We hope that this report will find inter-
ested readers inside and outside of the
oleochemical community who are loo-
king for a comprehensive study of this
particular field.

September 1988 The authors
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