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PREFACE

Harvey Wallace was the sole author of the first edition of Victimology. Because of health problems
when he was revising the textbook for the second edition, he asked for my assistance. We both as-
sumed that his health problems were temporary. Little did we know that it would be one of the
last projects that we would work on together. Harvey and I were friends and fellow Marines. We
coauthored ten books over a sixteen-year time span. Harvey died shortly after completing the
second edition. Before his death, he was teaching in the Victim Services Summer Institute pre-
sented by California State University, Fresno.

The study of victimology is in its infancy. However, the plight of victims of crime has been
discussed for centuries. In our early history, victims were an integral part of the criminal process.
We then moved away from that model, and the state became the representative of the victim. Fi-
nally, we are again moving toward acknowledging the rights of victims of crime. This shift has
caused scholars to reexamine the victim—offender relationship in more detail.

Victimology as a discipline is an outgrowth of law, sociology, psychology, and criminology
and as such has its distractors as well as its advocates. It will continue to grow and take on more
substance with the passage of years. Any attempt to list those topics that are critical to the study
of victimology is bound to generate controversy. Most textbooks on the market today include
sections dealing with family violence issues. That may be because we have more information re-
garding the victim—offender interaction in these areas or because many scholars believe these are
critical issues in the study of victimology. We have included a number of these same topics in this
textbook. New to this edition are the following:

» Expanded discussion on international victimology

¢ New victimization theories

» Expanded discussions on terrorism

 Discussions on victims of identity theft

¢ Discussions on elder abuse in the future

« Discussions on negative social consequences of victimization
* Violence Against Women Act

We also drew upon Harvey Wallace’s previous textbook, Family Violence: Legal, Medical,
and Social Perspectives, as a source of information. On the basis of comments from professors us-
ing that textbook, we have updated and changed the material when appropriate to reflect the vic-
tim’s perspective.

We have also attempted to take a global perspective on the study of victimology. Chapter 1
introduces the reader to the discipline of victimology, a brief history of it and victimological the-
ories. Chapter 2 discusses the measurement of crime and its effects. The consequences of victim-
ization are discussed in Chapter 3. Chapter 4 examines the empowerment of victims. Next,
homicide victims are discussed in Chapter 5, followed by a discussion in Chapter 6 on female vic-
tims. Intimate partner abuse, child abuse, and elder abuse are discussed in Chapters 7, 8, and 9.
Chapter 10 looks at hate crimes, and in chapter 11, special victim populations are discussed.

An overview of the criminal justice system is provided in Chapter 12. Chapter 13 discusses
civil court proceedings, and Chapter 14 explores tort actions. The constitutional and civil rights
of victims are discussed in Chapter 15. Chapter 16 explores compensation and restitution for vic-
tims. The legal issues involved with victim impact statements are covered in Chapter 17. The final
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Preface

chapter examines the international aspects of victimology, and the textbook concludes with dis-
cussions on the discipline.

This is not to say that we have covered all these topics adequately. We have attempted to
present an overview of some complex and controversial subjects and to supply the reader with re-
sources in the form of references and readings that allow for more in-depth study and research of
these areas. Omission of some topics, such as robbery, burglary, kidnapping, and others, does not
mean that they are unimportant. Victims of these crimes would argue that they have suffered just
as much as other victims. Space limitations, however, preclude discussion of every crime and its
implications for victims. The crimes that are discussed, along with the broader topics such as the
consequences of victimization and victims’ rights, can be generalized to varying degrees to apply
to all victims.

Just as we are becoming more interested in the study of family violence, so are increasingly
more universities offering classes on victim issues. These classes will become more popular as stu-
dents, the general public, and the various professionals who deal with victims become aware of
their availability. It is a young discipline that continues to grow, and it is exciting to be present to
watch that growth.

On behalf of Harvey Wallace and me, I would like to express our appreciation to a num-
ber of individuals for their support, guidance, and advice during the time it has taken to com-
plete this project. First and foremost, I would like to thank the editor, Tim Peyton, who
provided support for this project. I would also like to thank Seilesh Singh, who assisted in the
preparation and copyediting of the manuscript and the project manager, Jogender Taneja for
his assistance in creating the final product. Christine Edmunds, Anne Seymour, Ellen Alexander,
Skip Sigmon, Trudy Gregorie, Janice Lord, Dan Eddy, Dean G. Kilpatrick, Jane Burnley, and
other friends associated with various victim organizations provided their advice and guidance
regarding a number of issues. Mario Gaboury, University of New Haven, and Steve Walker,
Kansas Community College, provided us with invaluable suggestions and corrections that
helped improve this textbook. Thanks to the following reviewers: Brown, Kathleen, University of
Pennsylvania; Frogge, Stephanie, Sam Houston State University; Muscat, Bernadette T., California
State University, Fresno; Tolbert, Tracy F., California State University, Long Beach; Zimmerman,
Gregory, University at Albany, SUNY. So many of Harvey’s friends, colleagues, and students
have helped me with this revision, I cannot begin to name them all. Some have been there to
offer words of encouragement and support: Tom Dull, Otto Schweizer, and Arthur Wint are
those good friends. Many professionals, colleagues, and academics have offered advice or sug-
gested changes that have resulted in a better product: Thomas Underwood for his suggestions
about discussing more theories and Steve Walker for his update on the history of victimology
are just two of those professionals. Of special note is John Dussich, who made substantial sug-
gestions regarding the textbook. John went through every page and updated or corrected the
first edition. Most of those changes were incorporated into the second and third editions.
Most important, there have been a number of students who have helped me in a variety of
ways. Many graduate students, including Lindsey Fausett and Stephanie Fratto, were of great
assistance in gathering various research materials for this textbook. Shiho Yamamoto, another
graduate student, was also of invaluable assistance. She conducted much of the early research
and was always there to assist in any manner. Finally, the many students who used this text-
book in classes across the nation have contributed to its content with suggestions, questions,
and comments.

Cliff Roberson
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