BUDDHIST
BUILDINGS

Buddhist Monasteries,Pagodas and
Stone Caves

Wei Ran

W China Architecture & Building Press

91N10911Yoly 8sauIy)
1UBI0UY JO 92Ud||99XT 8y |



The Excellence of Ancient Chinese Architecture, Chinese Edition
Author: Wei Ran

Chief Planner: Zhou Yi

Editorial Members: Wang Boyang, Wei Ran, Wang Xuelin

Editor in Charge: Wang Boyang, Ma Yan

Photographers: Zhang Zhenguang, Wei Ran, Chen Xiaoli, Li Dongxi, Cao Yang

The Excellence of Ancient Chinese Architecture, English Edition
Chief Planner: Zhang Huizhen

Translators: Pan Jingyi, San Mu

Editor in Charge: Qi Linlin, Zhang Huizhen

Photographers: Zhang Zhenguang, Wei Ran, Chen Xiaoli, i Dongxi, Cao Yang
Cover Design: Fu Jinhong

Layout Design: Xiao Jinxing

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of the
material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations,
recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfims or in other ways, and storage in data
banks. For any kind of use, permission of the copyright owner must be obtained.

The Excellence of
Ancient Chinese Architecture

Buddhist Buildings 1t # i i

Buddhist Monasteries, Pagodas and Stone Caves

Wei Ran

© 2012 China Architecture & Building Press

Published and Distributed by China Architecture & Building Press
ISBN 978-7-112-14288-0 (22343 )

CIP data available on request

www.cabp.com.cn

Printed on acid-free and chlorine-free bleached paper

Printed in China



Contents

Map of Distribution of Buddhist BUildings ... ... 2
Tourist Map of Buddhist Buildings in Northern Shanxi ..
Editor’s NOLE .....cccvsimimmisissinissmrsnsrsmsssssisasssssesiens
Preface 1
Preface 2

General Introduction

The Formation and Development of Chinese Buddhism

Explaining Buddhism by Mysticism and Supplementing Mysticism with Buddhism ...........c......e 14
1. The Initial Spread of Buddhism ... . 16
I1. The Beginnings and the Translation of SCrPULe e w18

I11. The Establishment and Prosperity of the Buddhist Sects ...
IV. Tibetan Buddhism (L.amaism)

The Founding and Evolution of the Buddhist Monastery in China
From the Establishment of the Baima Temple to the Forest-like Buddhist
Monasteries of the Sui and Tang Dynasties

1. The Origin of the Monastery
I1. 'The Structural Evolution of the Chinese Monastery
I11. The Transformation and Evolution of the Pagoda
IV. The Stone Cave MOMASTELY ..viirrirrrrerssmsissessssisrsisssiess et sttt sinsssss s sass s ims e
V. The Building of the Lamasery

The Artistic Characteristics of Buddhist Architecture in China

The Blending of Western Buddhist Culture and Chinese Innate Culture ... 58
. The Varied Natural Settings Chosen for the Location of the Buddhist Monastery ... 58
II. The Treatment of Space in the Buddhist Monastery on Han TErtitory ... 65
[11. The Characteristics of the Architectural Art of the Lamasery ..o 73
IV, Decoration, ATtSHC CrEation, CTC. ...cc.cii i iiiieiierrieiiems et st st st b s s s s 80



Notes on the Photographs

North China

Buddhist Niches in the Dahong Platform, Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, Hebei ..................... 96
The Temple Gate of the Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, Hebel ..o, 97
Five Pagoda Gate and Stone Elephant in Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, Hebei ...ooovoovvvceo...... 98
Tablet Pavilion in the Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, Hebei w.....oooooooovovvvvevooecceeroeeeeeee e 98
The Glazed Archway in the Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, Hebei ........o.voovvcoocrronsssssssssssoss e 99
General View of the Putuozongsheng Monastery, Chengde, HEDel ........c..oooooovvovvvvvvvveroecesiosssesssssssssesin 100

Miaogao Zhuangyan Hall on the Dahong Platform of the Xumifushou Monastery,

Chengde, Hebei
Dahong Platform in the Xumifushou Monastery, Chengde, Hebei
Glazed Wanshou Pagoda in Xumifushou Monastery, Chengde, Hebei w.vurvoveeeervereoerreossoeseeereseoeeo 106
Buddhist Statue over the Archway of the Glazed Wanshou Pagoda in Xumifushou Monastery,

Chengde, Hebei ...
Jixiang Faxi Hall in the Xumifushou Monastery, Chengde, Hebei ..............coooooooooroverveorreereooeooocseroe 108
The Gold Crown of the Miaogao Zhuangyan Hall in the Xumifushou Monastery,

CHENZACITHIEDEL iey:musisesstaitirssssiismmsssiomsssmsssnessressassssossessassseecrsesesasoessasssseossustéons esrssasest s 655 Fa ok EerS N 36t et
Overall View of the Xumifushou Monastery, Chengde, Hebel ..o
Mahayana Tower of the Puning Monastery, Chengde, HeDel .oivvvvvvovvvoeoooceoeoooeeeeeeee oo,
Lateral View of Mahayana Tower in the Puning Monastery, Chengde, Hebel .........oovvvvvveeernmsressreerrions
The Red Pagoda in the Puning Monastery, Chengde, Hebei
Stupa in the City of the Buddhist Monk in the Pule Monastery, Chengde, Hebei

The City of the Buddhist Monk in the Pule Monastery, Chengde, Hebeti ............... i
The Precious Hall of the Great Hero in the Tanzhe Temple, Beifing ..ocoviveveveeiciiiiiies e
Dougong Bracket Patterns in the Precious Hall of the Great Hero in the Tanzhe Temple,

BINUG cevssvveyrmesnsvincssismsssss 543850 555t sy on s o2aE8a o458+ 481 o4 LSS VY S5 119
Pagoda Forest in the Tanzhe Temple, BEfjing ...overveoierrovroeeoeroa. o 120
Pagoda Forest in the Tanzhe Temple, Befjing ......coovevoerrvorecrreerenn v 121
Diamond Throne Pagoda in the Biyun Monastery, Beijing .......... w 122
Detail of the Diamond Throne Pagoda in the Biyun Monastery, Being .................voeovveeevervversrossssrrios 123
Diamond Throne Pagoda in the Greater Zhengjue Monastery, Belfing ...........oovvvvvvvrroeoroessresssessssssssssonns 124
Detail of the Diamond Throne Pagoda in the Greater Zhengjue Monastery, Beljing: csssisesmsmisenss 125
The Glazed Archway in the Wofo Monastery, Beijing ......

The Glazed Archway of the Lama Temple, Beijing ..

Wanfu Tower in the Lama Temple, BEHINg .......u.verreerereesmemmuiensinsssssssssssosssonsaseessessessseesseeseesesseseesoessoessoesn
Statue of Maitreya Buddha in Wanfu Tower in the Lama Temple, Beijing ..ooooooovooooooooocorecioecoccccroe 129
Guanyin Tower in the Dule Monastery, Jixian, Tianjin ...

Lateral View of Guanyin Tower in the Dule Monastery, Jixian, TIanjin ......cocoeeeoererriereeeee, 137
Statue of Guanyin in the Dule Monastery, Jixian, TIJIN ©oov...ooveeoeeoeeeeseeeeeese oo 132
Central Cave Ceiling of the Resonant Mountain, Handan, Hebei ..o 133



The White Pagoda in the Guanyin Monastery, Jixian, TIanjin ...
Bell Tower of the Xiantong Monastery on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi
The Precious Hall of the Great Hero in the Xiantong Monastery on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi ........... 136

Pagoda in the Tayuan Monastery on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, SRanxi ... 137
Veranda of the Precious Hall of the Great Hero in Pusading on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi .. 138
The Precious Hall of the Great Hero in Pusading on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi ................. .. 138
Hall of the Great Buddha in the Nanchan Monastery of Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi e TI9
Eastern Great Hall of the Foguang Monastery on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi .....ccccceevviveiinnnnns e 142

Close Shot of the Fastern Great Hall in the Foguang Monastery on Mt. Wutai, Wutai, Shanxi ............ 143
Detail of the Flying Rainbow Pagoda in the Upper Guangsheng Monastery,

Hongdong, SRANKI ...t
Flying Rainbow Pagoda of the Upper Guangsheng Monastery, Hongdong , Shanxi

Sakya Pagoda in the Fogong Monastery, Yingxian, SRanxi ...
Detail of the Outer Faves of the Sakya Pagoda in the Fogong Monastery, Yingxian, Shanxi

Outer Eave Corridor of the Sakya Pagoda in the Fogong Monastery, Yingxian, Shanxi ...
Cupboard in the Bojia Scripture Hall of the Lower Huayan Monastery, Datong, Shanxi ............c.o.....
Interior View of the Precious Hall of the Great Hero in the Upper Huayan Monastery,

DIAtONE, SHANKI11urrtuiariiesties ettt sty e et e 156
Interior View of Cave No. 51 of the Yungang Grottoes, Datong, Shanxi ... 157
Cave No. 20 of the Yungang Grottoes, Datong, Shanxi ... 158
Hanging Monastery, Hunyuan, Shanxi ... s 160
Pagoda in the Youguo Monastery, Kaifeng, Henan ... 162
Pagoda in the Songyue Monastery, Dengfeng, Henan ... 163
Pagoda Forest in the Shaolin Monastery, Dengfeng, Henan ... 164
Detail of the Xuan Zhuang Pagoda in the Xingjiao Monastery, Chang’an, Shanxi ... 166

Central China

Wei'e Precious Hall in the Wannian Monastery, Mount Emei, Emei, Sichuan ... 167
Brick Hall of the Wannian Monastery on Mount Emei, Emei, Sichuan ... 168
Bronze Statue of the Bodhisattva Samanthabhadra in the Wannian Monastery on Mount Emei

TEMIET, SICRUAN 1ttt e st b s ea s e b e s e s bR AR e 169
Upper Part and Spire of the Pagoda in the Longhua Monastery, Shanghai ... 170

Beamless Hall in the Linggu Monastery, Nanjing, JIangsu ... 171
Interior View of the Beamless Hall in the Linggu Monastery, Nanjing, JIangsu ... 172
Eave Corner Decoration in the Hall of the Heavenly King of the Puji Monastery,

ININEDO, ZNEJIAME ..vveevveveensivnnscasierisinssins e s s s st et s8 s et 173
Ridge Decoration of the Precious Hall of the Great Hero in the Huiji Monastery on Mount Putuo,

NINEDO, ZETIANE 1rvvvvrinrvisssinsiissoessiss sttt 173
Interior View of Yuantong Hall in the Puji Monastery, Ningbo, Zhejlang ... 174
Caisson Ceiling of Yubei Hall in the Puji Monastery, Ningbo, Zhejlang ... 175
Haiyin Pool in the Puji Monastery on Mt.Putuo, Ningbo, Zhejlang ... 176
Unwilling-to-Leave Guanyin Monastery on Mt. Putuo, Ningbo, Zhefiang ... 177



West China

Babao Ruyi Pagodas in the Ta’er Monastery, Huangzhong, QInghai ..........coooevoeeevorerevonsioscesens e, 178
Tantra College in the Ta’er Monastery, Huangzhong, QINERal . soisusimisiassassssmsmsiniiimins 179
Caisson Ceiling of Tantra College in the Ta’er Monastery, Huangzhong, Qinghai .......ccooccoovvevrrovernenr.. 179
Close Shot of Potala Palace Viewed from the North, Lhasa, Tibet

Gold Tops of the Red Palace in Potala Palace, 1hasa, TIDEt .......o.ooiveveiceiiereceeeeeeeeeceeeeeseeesseesesssressenns
Hall of Sunshine in Potala Palace, Thasa, TIDET ......c.ocovociiceieieieeceee e e eceseeesensensseesseressessenessees e
Cuegqin Great Hallin the Zhebang Monastery, Lhasa, TIDEt wusmsmsssiserssssinsssnsisssosisvassisssiisssissssassssssssses
Portico of Cuogin Great Hall in the Zhebang Monastery, 1Lhasa, TiDet ....c.oveieiierneiieieisseeeesessesnenn. 186
The White Palace Portico of Potala Palace, Lhasa, TIiDet ..o.ovveeeeveverieeseeeseeeierevessienn . 187
Detail of the Greater Bodhi Pagoda in the Baiju Monastery, Jiangzi, Tibet ..........c........ . 188

The Greater Bodhi Pagoda in the Baiju Monastery, Jiangzi, Tibet ......cccoo.covrvunnnne.
Hall of the Soul Pagoda for Panchen IV in Zhashilunpu Monastery, Xikazi, Tibet ... 3
Scripture Rotation Corridor in the Southern Sajia Monastery, Sajia, Tibet .......... w191
General View of the Southern Sajia Monastery, Sajia, Tibet ......coooovvveeene. w 192
Pagoda in the Chongsheng Monastery, Dali, Yunnan ......................
Diamond Throne Pagoda in the Cideng Monastery, Huhhot, Inner Mongolia
Street Scene in a Kangcun Village of the Zhebeng Monastery, Lhasa, Tibet
Thousand-Buddha Cave in Bozikelic, Turpan, Xinjiang

Appendices
Mlustrated Dougong Bracket, Inner Lintel and Square PHIAL w..vevivvieriioeierieeceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 198

Glossary
Chronology of Major Events in the History of Chinese Architecture




:nce of Ancient Chinese Arciincuwic

BUDDHIST BUILDINGS

Buddhist Monasteries,Pagodas and
Stone Caves

Tv-
:\Nq'(;

W China Architecture & Building Press



Map of Distribution of Buddhist Buildings

HsRAE T /R AR

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region

M X A R

1. FH 5 BUR T

2. REME/RILE

3. EEMAREER TR
Buddhist arch ure in Xinjiang R

1. Kezir Thousand-Buddha Cave in Baicheng

2. Gurzha Monastery in Yili
3. Bozikelic Thousand-buddha Cave in Turpan

[i]

e
H
/
ik [
/ -
T
o~ -
[
Tibet Autonomous Region = {

JNBBSF Xiaozhao Monastery
K BB Dazhao Monastery
i Zhebang Monastery
e & FI3F Sera Monastery
e G 3 : = e H 3% Gandan Monastery
.—;_"'}1\ — ’h“" FiEFLE Potala Palace

Bauu Monastery fLﬁ « BB Sangye Monastery 4
Southern Sajia Monastery Zharang =L =

Zhashilunbu Monastery

0 100 200 300 km
L |

scale
Location of Buddhist buildings in various provinces
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government, provincial capital and autonomous region government

The advent of Buddhist architecture initiated the opening-up of the Western Regions by
the Han dynasty. At that time Buddhist monasteries were mostly built inside and outside
the capital as well as along the trade routes leading from the Han territory to the Western
Regions. The peak of stone cave monastery building, chiefly concentrated in the western
ached during the Northern and Southern Dynasties. Bythe time of the Sui and

region, wa
Tang dynasties, Buddhism gradually spread with Chinese modifications and Buddhist sects
gradually became established one after the other. Buddhist monasteries slowly spread to
various cities and famous mountains, After Princess Wencheng of the Tang dynasty was sent to
marrya Tibetan leader, Buddhism spread to Tibet. It was then that lamaseries began to be built
During the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, limaseries expanded to Northwest China and the
capital as well as its environs.

Buddhist architecture in China roughly falls inta four categories:

Han-style architecture, the lamasery, the stone cave monastery and the Buddhist pagoda
Buddhist Han-style buildings are mainly concentrated on a central axis, the Nan-Chan
monastery on Mt. Wtai being an example. Lamaseries are mostly scattered throughout
Northern China and the western localities. Different styles of architecture are freely arranged
around the main Buddist buildings laying no stress on a clear axis, the Putuozongsheng
Monastery in Chengde being a case in point. Stone cave monasteries are chiefly scattered
throughout Xinjiang and Northern China, where caves were excavated and filled with
Buddhist statues, the stone caves in Yungang being an example. Buddhist pagodas are to be
seen in a multitude of forms, the Sakyamuni pagoda in the Fogong Monastery in Yingxian,
Shanxi Province being the oldest wooden tower-shaped pagoda in China
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1t is of Buddhist architechure that more examples and
more almost complete categories have been preserved
in China than of anything else Due to the isolated
mountainous location of the loess plateau of northern
Shanxi, for instance, the area escaped the religious
persecution of the past and Buddhist architecture of great
antiquity and high religious, cultureal and artistic value has
been preserved

Mount Wutai has long been one of the four big famous
mountains of Buddhism Among the Buddhst buildings
the Great Hall of the Nan-Chan monastery was built in
the 3rd year of the reign of Jianzhong (782) of the Tang
dynasty, and is the oldest wooden building still in existence
“This area also boasts many buildings dating from the Liao
and Jin dynasties, and their sculptures, mural paintings and
architectural stuctures are all excellent sources of reference
for the study and appreciation of such art Yungang Grotto
near Datong is one of the finest examples of grotto art in
China, another characteristic of Buddhist architecture of
thisarea
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Editor’s Note

* The series consists of ten volumes, each of which
deals with respectively palace architecture, imperial
mausoleums, imperial gardens, private gardens,
vernacular dwellings, Buddhist buildings, Taoist
buildings, Islamic buildings, ritual and ceremonious
buildings and defense structures..

*  Each volume is basically composed of four sections,
i.e. general introduction, colour photographs,
glossary and chronology of major events.

* The general introduction describes the background,
development process, architectural characteristics
of different types of buildings and is complimented
with photographs and drawings.

¢ The colour photographs are arranged in the order
of building distribution area or the time when
the building was completed. The series contains
about 1,700 exquisite colour photographs, which
are attached with captions explaining the location,
construction time, and artistic and technical features.

* Each volume is accompanied with layout plan,
drawing of recovered buildings, distribution map
and travel guide to mark the location of famous
buildings and cultural attractions in the vicinity.

*  The glossary is arrayed according to the sequence of
strokes of Chinese characters, which is a reference
for general readers.

* Chronology of major events is affiliated with each
volume of the series. Chinese traditional chronology
is adopted in the annals of the series, and is also
indicated in the Christian era for easy reference.



Preface 1

China enjoys a long and profound history of ancient architecture. Her verifiable artifacts could
be dated back to 7,000 years ago from Hemudu ruins in Yuyao to Banpo ruins in Xi'an. Of course,
architecture underwent a long process from primitiveness to sophistication before the Warring States,
while in the Qin and Han dynasties, it gained an apparent progress along with the development of
production and unification of the country. Moreover, in over a thousand years of the prosperous
Tang Dynasty to the Ming and Qing dynasties, it reached several unprecedented peaks which were
embodied by diversified building forms and refined planning and exquisite construction.

The love of architecture is the love of history and culture. China Architecture & Building
Press (CABP), from the very beginning of its founding, has defined the sorting out and publication
of traditional Chinese architecture and the enhancement of Chinese culture as one of important
themes in its mission. In 1950s and 1960s, many monographs on the subject by experts such as
Liang Sicheng, Liu Dunzhen, Tong Jun, Liu Zhiping and others were published. In early 1980s
when China was just opened to the outside world, CABP set aside a special fund for publication of
academic books on ancient Chinese architecture despite of the limited financial capability then. As
a result, large academic albums of Ancient Chinese Architecture, Ancient Architecture in Chengde, the Art
of Chinese Gardens, the Buildings of Confucins Temple in Qufn, Ancient Buildings of Putuoshan, Summer Palace
as well as five volumes of History of Ancient Chinese Architecture were put forth continuously. Those
books have proved to be of high academic and practical values in consolidation, conservation and
protection of the national treasure.

The Excellence of Ancient Chinese Arehitecture in English is a series of ten volumes on various
aspects of the ancient Chinese architecture, which offer a comprehensive coverage of the art,
highlighted by the supreme quality of the photos as well as plenty of drawings of plans, sections and
perspectives. The easy description would lead to a comprehension of the cultural essence of Chinese
architecture, and appreciation of the aesthetics and philosophy embodied by the art. The authors
are famous Chinese experts who have long been engaged in the study of the related subjects, whose
dedication makes the series authoritative and informative for interested laymen and specialists alike.
Now the Excellence of Ancient Chinese Architecture is published. It is a happy event. I believe that

it will serve as a door for all those who are interested in the study of ancient Chinese architecture.

1 Former President
ZhOU Yi China Architecture & Building Press

Former Chairman, Committee on Publication
of Science Books
Vice Chairman, Chinese Association of Publishers
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Preface 2

As history advances in the new era of the 21st century, China is once again becoming the focus
of worldwide attention. The rich variety of her landscape, the wisdom of her people, the current
unprecedented economic growth, and the wealth of her cultural heritage are all becoming the subject
of worldwide interest.

In China’s extensive and profound cultural treasury, ancient architecture is one of the important
components, which, in a sense, is of a symbolic nature. The beauty and elegance of ancient Chinese
architecture has a uniqueness of its own in the world architectural system. The strict formality of
the city layouts, the lively arrangement of village settlements, the grouping of buildings around
courtyards, the comprehensive building code for wood structures, the great variety of colour and
architectural form, the perfect harmony of the decorative and structural functions of building
elements, the integration of furniture, interior decoration, painting, sculpture and calligraphy into a
comprehensive art of architecture, all go to manifest the distinctive characteristics of the traditional
Chinese culture. A perusal of the country’s magnificent palaces and temples, her tranquil and
intricate gardens, the wide variety of her vernacular dwellings, and the exquisiteness of het pavilions
and roofed walkways, will lead to a better understanding of China and her people. When one
comes to study China’s ancient architecture, he will have a deeper comprehension of the oriental
philosophy of the “oneness of nature and man” inherent in the architectural forms, as well as of
the Chinese people’s respect for Confucianism, the expression of their philosophical meditation on
time and space through material forms, and their all-embracing aesthetic tastes.

Now the Excellence of Ancient Chinese Architecture is published. T believe the vivid and colourful
photos will render our readers an enjoyment of aesthetics, and the easy descriptions will facilitate
our readers in understanding the cultural essence of ancient Chinese architecture. Under the trend
of globalization, it will surely promote the academic exchange internationally and deepen the cultural

cooperation among different peoples of the world.

Former Vice Minister
Ministry of Construction

Ye Rutang ‘
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