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Southwestern View of the Hall of Supreme Hamﬁny
preceding page ‘

The Hall of Supreme Harmony is not only the largest hall in the Forbidden
City, but also the largest extant wood structure in China. The hall was built
in 1420, or the 18th year in the Yongle reign of Ming Emperor Cﬁ:engzu‘
The structure was repeatedly destroyed by fire in intervening years ahd was
rebuilt during the 34th year of the Kangxi reign of Qing Emperor Shizu. The
ornate Hall of Supreme Harmony sits on a three-tiered marble terrace rising
eight m in height. A Jialiang (a bronze standard grain measure housed in
a pavilion-like stone stand) and a stone sundial on the terrace symbolize
the balance of power under heaven. The expansive courtyard and three-
tiered terrace stress the supreme position of the hall, and implies the total
supremacy of the emiperor.
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Map of Historic Sites of Capital Cities and Palaces
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In the nearly 3000-year long dynastic
period, each dynasty erected for itself the
magnificent and splendid palaces in its
capitals. These palaces were closely related
to the political, economical and cultural
achievements of the dynasties in which
they were built. Owing to the replacement of
dynastties and some political reasons, few
palaces are preserved intact excepting the ® B
Forbidden City in Beijing and the Imperial
palace in Shenyang.

Researches and archaeological excava-
tions prove that the layout of these palaces |
might be classified into two categories: one
was known as the Zhou ritual system in 5 |
which all the main buidings were laid out on W |
a central axis, such as the Forbidden City in
Beijing; the other was the Qin-Han system,
in which two detached palaces were built
separately, such as the Eastern Han palaces

in Luoyang (demolished). rﬁ’ﬂ:ﬁ E 76‘[2.
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scale
Beijing, one of the six ancient capitals in
China, has a long history with splendid culture
Not only it has numerous sites of historical
interest, it is also famous for its scenic beauty.
Historic sites and scenic spots each has its
distinguishing feature. They include the largest
museum of Eastern culture with the essence
of Chinese - the Palace M
known as the Forbidden City; the (housand—
year-old imperial garden preserved intact-
o K% HAZL[] e Beihai Park, known as the Winter Palace; the
most integrated large-scaled imperial garden
now existing-Yiheyuan, known as the Summer
Palace; and several sections of the Great Wall,
one of the World Cultural Heritage-Badaling,
Mutianyu and Juyongguan Pass, as well as
£33 the Temple of Heaven, the Fragrant Hill, the
Tanzhesi Temple, the Cultural Site of Peking
3 Man at Zhoukoudian, and Lugougiao Bridge,
all making the ancient capital more elegant and
magnificent
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