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To Nuru Ribadu and John Githongo, Chairmen of the Economic and
Financial Crimes (EFCC) in Nigeria and the Kenya Anti Corruption
Commission (KACC) respectively for their courageous fight against

corruption in Africa



Preface

The last Millennium was a wasted one for Africa, as it was, indeed, for a large
chunk of the human race. However, while the last two centuries of that mil-
lennium saw the redemption of humanity largely in Europe, North America
and, to a reasonable extent, Asia, Africa wallowed in the vicious cycle of slav-
ery, colonialism, self-destructive governance, the looting of collective resources
by governments, military adventurism in politics, authoritarianism and general
retrogression.

The new Millennium revived the hope for Africa, just as the attainment of
political independence from European powers between the late 1950s and 1960s,
once did. Across the African continent, momentous developments are currently
unfolding which make Africans dare hope again: the wanton plundering of
Africa’s natural resources by rulers and warlords alike is today being vigorously
challenged by an increasingly vocal civil society; the culture of graft and corrup-
tion is being confronted by daredevilry across many African countries, as best
typified by the vigorous campaigns led by Nuru Ribadu and John Githongo, the
former heads of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in
Nigeria and the Kenyan Anti-Corruption Commission (KACC) respectively. The
international law principle of non-intervention in internal affairs of States, which
many member States of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) hijacked to
shield their reigns of terror from international scrutiny, has now been replaced
by a policy of ‘no indifference’ by the African Union. As a principle, the African
Union is now able to intervene in a member State once a situation therein crosses
certain thresholds. The International Criminal Court’s issuance of an arrest war-
rant against President Bashir in Sudan in relation to crimes committed in Darfur,
if nothing else, serves as a serious symbolic gesture that the era of impunity is fast
coming to an end.

Of course, that is not to say that corruption, violent conflicts, theft and mis-
management of natural resources and extensive looting of national wealth will all
suddenly cease in Africa. Quite the contrary, the ongoing situations in Darfur,
Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) clearly show that today’s
violent conflicts in Africa are as nasty as those of yesteryears. Grand embezzle-
ment of public funds still occurs daily across the continent, while the 2007/8
post-election crises in Kenya and Zimbabwe demonstrate the gory determination
of political leaders to steal their peoples’ democratic victories at all costs. The
greater the resolve of the African people to fight HIV/AIDS, the less, it seems, the
enthusiasm of multinational pharmaceutical corporations to make antiretroviral
drugs available at affordable prices.



viii Preface

This book investigates the various ongoing efforts to address the threats to
human security in Africa. Threats, such as environmental insecurity, food
insecurity, the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, endemic corrup-
tion, labour exploitation, repression of women’s rights, refugees, piracy, natural
resource-fuelled conflicts, are commonplace in Africa. The contributors to the
book are, in their own right, leading academics and practitioners in the various
themes of their commentary. In the first part, each chapter analyses the legal
and policy frameworks available for dealing with specific human security threats.
The second part focuses on the African institutions and mechanisms for advocat-
ing, protecting, and vindicating human security in Africa. The African Union,
the African Commission of Human and Peoples’ Rights, the African Court of
Human Rights and Justice, Non-Governmental Organizations and the civil
society all play crucial and significant roles in this respect, and as such, receive
great attention in this book.

For the various assistance received from the start to the finish of this book,
I thank the Oxford University Press team of John Louth, Merel Alstein and
Fiona Stables for their support and cooperation. For their assistance with proof-
reading the manuscripts, I thank especially Edefe Ojomo and Ife Ogbona, and
Dominique Mystris. For tolerating my frequent escapes from home and punch-
ing away at my laptop at ungodly hours, Eche and Kobi, my wife and kid.

Ademola Abass
Uxbridge
June 2010
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