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Preface

This is a book with a message. It argues the case for viewing demographic
patterns, structures and systems from a spatial perspective. For by so doing
new insights will be gained on the complex forms of human populations and
more effective methods will be advanced to monitor and forecast — even
change — the growth and distribution of future populations. Spatial
demography is not seen as an end in itself or as an alternative to population
geography; rather it represents an aspect of population studies in which
recent developments have been considerable and new advances promise to
be spectacular in this and the next century.

In attempting to convey their message the editors have incurred many
debts of gratitude. The Economic and Social Research Council, the Nuffield
Foundation, the Wellcome Trust, and the University of Sheffield Research
Fund have provided financial assistance to one or more contributors. The
contributors have been especially indulgent in allowing us to use their
exemplary work to form part of our wider scheme. Anita Fletcher, Paul
Coles, Tim Hadwin and Marjie Salisbury have helped us to create a final
manuscript. To all those mentioned we express our thanks.

ROBERT WOODS and PHILIP REES
Sheffield and Leeds
January 1985
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