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INTRODUCTION

Imagining Memories

Oral Histories of Place and Displacement in
Post-Apartheid Cape Town

Dispossession and exclusion lie at the heart of apartheid.’
—Lauren Platsky and Cheryl Walker,
The Surplus People

As with any city that has been truly lived in, loved and at times suffered, it is a space
coloured by memory, ambivalences, disaffections and obsessions. But this is what is
meant by a city imagined.?

—Stephen Watson, A City Imagined

Of course I remember the knock at the door, my grandmother, she looked after me.
And I was next to her and two uniformed gentlemen...one of them just said, “Is
Mr. Solomons here?” She did not say anything, She just burst out into tears.?

—quoted in Sue Valentine and Siviwe Minyi,

“The Knock at the Door”

Apartheid displaced people. Apartheid killed people. Apartheid impoverished people.
Apartheid assaulted their self-esteem through systemic racism and other forms of
painful discrimination. This list of ways the apartheid system hurt people is infi-
nite. These repetitions of the similar and not so similar hurts make the point that
emotion and feeling, especially different forms and degrees of pain, need to be
engaged with throughout analyses of the South African past. Histories of apartheid
that exclude emotions, especially the feelings of people who suffered the oppressive



