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Bibliographical Note

2600 Typographic Ornaments and Designs, first published in 2001, is a compilation of
most of the material from Allerlei Zierat: Zur Ausstattung Von Drucksachen [eden
Charakters, originally published in Leipzig, c. 1902, by J. G. Schelter & Giesecke. The con-
tents have been selected and arranged by Maggie Kate. And an introductory Note has been
specially prepared for this edition.

cover Pictorial c Avchive series

This book belongs to the Dover Pictorial Archive Series. You may use the designs and
illustrations for graphics and crafts applications, free and without special permission, pro-
vided that you include no more than ten in the same publication or project. (For permission
for additional use, please write to Permissions Department, Dover Publications, Inc., 31 East
2nd Street, Mineola, N.Y. 11501.)

However, republication or reproduction of any illustration by any other graphic service,
whether it be in a book or in any other design resource, is strictly prohibited.
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- — NOTE
S\N{j/ WV ) This richly diverse compendium of typographical ornaments is

culled from a turn-of-the-century catalog of the German foundry

established in 1819 in Leipzig by punchcutter Johann Schelter
and typefounder Christian Giesecke. Catalogs such as theirs were made
possible by the invention of electrotype around 1850, and they offered
for sale to printing jobbers a tremendous assortment of printer’s orna-
ments, as well as cast type in various faces. The cost of each ornament
varied from fifteen cents to three dollars, depending on size. Ever since
the invention of the printing press in the fifteenth century, printers have
used decorative ornaments to fill space in page layouts and enliven the
printed page. These designs can be distinguished from illustrations in
that they have no connection with the content of the text, being purely
decorative.

Many of the items contained herein show the influence of the Art
Nouveau movement in the applied and decorative arts that flourished
on the continent around the same time this catalog was published. In
Germany, “Art Nouveau” (new art) was known as “Jugendstil”—or
youth style—after the magazine Jugend (youth). The style was charac-
terized by dominant undulating lines or contours to which all other ele-
ments (like color, form, and texture) were secondary, and it was greeted
as a new and revitalizing force in the arts. The origins of the movement
are manifold, encompassing a broad spectrum of influences including
William Morris’ Arts and Crafts movement of the 1870s, which sought
to grant crafts the same status as that accorded to painting and sculp-
ture. In turn, this movement—which so highly valued the expression of
individuality inherent in handicrafts—was at least in part a reaction
against the new machine age of mass production heralded by the
Industrial Revolution.

This volume has been assembled with the idea in mind of maximum
usability for contemporary artists and craftspeople. The ornaments and
designs make an attractive complement to typography in all types of
printed material, including books, letterheads, newsletters, and package
design. They also may be used anywhere that small and elegant designs
are required—in needlework and leathercraft, for example.
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