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Preface

For lawyers legality seems a very well known phenomenon, as it is a basic notion in
many areas of law. It means that a particular rule or act has to be based on acts
adopted by Parliament. Sometimes it even has a more specific meaning in specific
areas of law.

In this study we studied legality, however, from a different perspective: that of
the European Union, and, in more specifically, that of the multi-layered legal order.
Is legality a useful concept in this perspective and what does it mean in this
context?

Twenty-one outstanding legal scholars, most of them working at the Europa
Institute of Utrecht University have studied and discussed this issue in the past
three years. On 5 November 2009 the Europa Institute organized a conference on
this topic on the basis of the papers which had so far been prepared.

Mark van Hoecke, University Professor of Legal Theory at the University of
Gent; Linda Senden, Professor of European Law at the University of Tilburg; Arjen
Meij, Visiting Professor at the Utrecht University (G.J. Wiarda chair); Stephen
Weatherill, Jacques Delors Professor of European Community Law at the
University of Oxford commented on the papers. These comments have been
very useful for the finalization of this book. The organizers received a welcome
grant from the Wiarda institute for the organization of this conference.

Finally we have to thank Fiona McGrath, PhD student at the School of Social
and Political Science, University of Edinburgh who corrected mistakes in the
language of the papers.

Utrecht, 29 September 2011
Leonard Besselink, Frans Pennings and Sacha Prechal
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