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introduction

The fourteenth meeting of Computers in Cardiology 1987 takes place in Leuven,
one of the most traditional universities, not only in Belgium but also in Europe.
Since the medieval times Leuven has an old tradition in the cultural, religious, and
scientific field. The importance and the effectiveness of its university was
supported by the financial resources the successful merchants from Leuven were
able to gather during the centuries.

The board of directors of Computers in Cardiology were pleased to give this year’s
organization of the CIC meeting to Leuven, especially because of the continuous
engagement Jos. L. Willems and his group have shown over the years in the field
of computer application in cardiology. This has led to joint scientific eforts in the
framework of the European Community on the standardization for quantitative
electrocardiography. On the other hand the group has always proven its strong
personal and scientific connections to our colleagues across the ocean.

During the abstract review meeting we have realized that the abstracts submitted
for Computers in Cardiology 1987 are of a scientific level well above the average
of previous years. Not only the technical and the engineering aspects of the
computer application in cardiology were topic of the papers, but also the medical
application had become an increased importance. This underlines the upward
tendency our meetings have shown during the last years. We hope that the
tendency to an even broader acceptance of our meetings by physicians will hold
on. This, however, does not mean that we strive for too large meetings.

Thanks to the efforts of Roger Mark Computers in Cardiology is now accepted for
postgraduate medical education in the United States. This will certainly lead to an
increasing participation of clinical cardiologists in our future meetings, and by this
stimulate the exchange between engineers, computer scientists and physicians.

Besides the scientific part of the program our hosts will offer an interesting and
typical Belgian social program. As in previous meetings activists will be

encouraged to exercise their physical and mental abilities. The passivists on the
other hand shall not be forgotten. In the evening we will join for a medieval »
Breughel-party in the marvelously rebuilt Groot Begijnhof (Great Beguinage). |

We both send our best wishes to our local hosts and also to all participants. We
expect a meeting of high scientific standard and a refreshing stay in Leuven. .

Jerome R. Cox, Sc.D.
Jurgen Meyer, M.D.
Co-Chairmen Computers in Cardiology
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