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Preface

This case book deals with a wide variety of ethical problems in emergency medicine,
problems affecting all health care professionals who deal with that service. It is, therefore,
designed to appeal to a broad audience: physicians, nurses, paramedics, lawyers, phi-
losophers, social workers, and hospital administrators. Although we do not claim to have
covered the entire range of ethical topics applicable to emergency medicine, we do
believe that we have provided a suitable introduction to the field that can be used as a
basis for further clarifying important issues and raising new questions. We sincerely
hope that our readers will respond to us regarding the success of our efforts. And we
hope also that you will send us new cases to discuss.

Whatever success we do have is owed in large measure to our outstanding con-
tributors. Without exception they have offered thorough, thoughtful, responsible case
commentaries. We appreciate greatly their participating in this project, and we gratefully
acknowledge the excellence of their contributions. We are especially indebted to Alex-
ander Capron for preparing a lucid, accurate, and comprehensive introduction to the
legal principles of emergency practice.

There are many others to whom we are in debt. At the top of the list are Maria
Felix, Donna Vandenberg, Mary Ellen Benoit, and Sheryl Perry, who prepared the man-
uscript. Without their conscientious and efficient efforts, we never would have met our
deadline. We would also like to thank Mary Lou Iserson, who put up with at least one
of us during the preparation of this manuscript. Finally, we gratefully acknowledge the
support for research time which was provided to us by the Section of Emergency Medicine
and the Department of Philosophy, University of Arizona.
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