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NOTE

There is no one uniform system of Egyptian no-
menclature in use among Egyptologists. We de-
cided to use that adopted by William C. Hayes in
The Scepter of Egypt, The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York, 1953, as his spellings appear to
be in widespread use.
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But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour,
and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye
shall put them upon your sons, and upon your
daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.

Exodus 3:22



For the Fox and the Vicar,

with love and affection, and because of many
good times
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A Note on the Illustrations

The photographic research for The Rape of the
Nile took me into many fascinating byways of
Egyptology and nineteenth-century history. I have
tried to balance contemporary portraits, litho-
graphs, and photographs against modern shots of
major sites. Anyone developing a pictorial survey
of Egyptology is bound to rely heavily on La De-
scription de I’Egypte, for the exquisite illus-
trations are a fascinating kaleidoscope of early
nineteenth-century Egypt. Scenes of Egyptian life
are to be found in David Roberts’ Egypt and
Nubia (1846), illustrations with a keen eye for de-
tail and often with a pleasingly romantic touch.
Stanley Lane Poole’s Social Life in Egypt (London,
1884) includes some pleasing views of Cairo. Tour-
ist drawings of the Nile are plentiful but often of
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dubious quality. I found the illustrations in
Amelia Edwards’ Thousand Miles up the Nile a
little disappointing, and some of the best material
is found in travel books published by Bible and
Tract societies. One excellent example is the Rev-
erend Samuel Manning’s Land of the Pharaohs:
Egypt and Sinai Illustrated by Pen and Pencil
(London, 1876), which comes complete with Bibli-
cal texts, moralizings, and numerous lithographs
of the tourist in Egypt, many of which appear in
this book.
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The Valley of Kings



1 The Destruction of the Pharaohs

“One can imagine the plotting beforehand, the
secret rendezvous on the cliff by night, the bribing
or drugging of the cemetery guards, and then the
desperate burrowing in the dark, the scramble
through a small hole into the burial chamber, the
hectic search by a glimmering light for treasure
that was portable, and the return home at dawn
laden with booty.” So wrote the great British
Egyptologist Howard Carter soon after he had dis-
covered the magnificent tomb of Tut-ankh-Amun
in 1922. “We can imagine these things,” he added,
“and at the same time we can realise how inevi-
table it all was.”

Howard Carter was writing about the Valley of
Kings, the desolate and rocky valley to the west of
Thebes chosen as a royal burial place for the



