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Foreword

David Langlet’s study is the outgrowth of a doctoral dissertation successfully
submitted to the Faculty of Law of the University of Stockholm in December
2007. It offers an in-depth analysis of the challenges posed by today’s transbound-
ary hazardous trade, thus of a highly topical and important issue in international
law and public policy. The study traces individual states’ precarious autonomy in
safeguarding the national interest in protecting the environment and public health
in an age of globalization, direct foreign investment and, generally, the flow of
goods and services across national boundaries. By focusing on “prior informed
consent” both as an enabling device for transboundary trade and as a marker of
shared responsibility among exporting and importing states, the book canvasses
in detail the normative reach of the Basel Convention (hazardous waste), the
Rotterdam Convention (hazardous chemicals and pesticides) and the Cartagena
Protocol (genetically modified organisms) against the background of general inter-
national law for transboundary environmental harm and the GATT/WTO-centered
international trade regime.

If this normative landscape presents itself as a veritable thicket of partially
overlapping, supplementary and, at times, conflicting international (and national)
legal norms, Langlet skillfully guides the reader through it. His expert guidance is
all the more impressive as he not only manages to demystify the specific inter-
relationship of international trade law and international environmental protection
norms at a crucial juncture, but, in so doing, offers an illuminating study of the
increasing complexity of international regulatory regimes in general. This volume
thus clearly deserves a wide readership. For apart from representing a very compe-
tent examination of a highly technical, yet central theme of our times — increasing
global interdependence as evidenced by transboundary hazardous trade — it is an



xii Foreword
examination that Langlet undertakes in a theoretically thorough, readily accessible
and, therefore, ultimately convincing manner.

Giinther Handl

Eberhard Deutsch Professor of Public International Law
Tulane Law School
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