OXFORD I

THEMES IN ROMAN
SOCIETY AND CULTURE

An Introduction to Ancient Rome

Edited by Matt Gibbs | Milorad Nikolic | Pauline Ripat



THEMES IN ROMAN
SOCIETY AND CULTURE

An Introduction to Ancient Rome

| o)
lﬁ)*i)\ J‘tJ ﬁ“%i\
s, it

;f@___ :\Lf’ 5.

Edited by Matt Gibbs | Milorad Nikolic | Pauline Ripat

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
1t furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries.

Published in Canada by
Oxford University Press
8 Sampson Mews, Suite 204,
Don Mills, Ontario M3C 0H5 Canada

www.oupcanada.com
Copyright © Oxford University Press Canada 2014
The moral rights of the authors have been asserted
Database right Oxford University Press (maker)

First Edition published in 2014

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted
by law, by licence, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reprographics
rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the
above should be sent to the Permissions Department at the address above
or through the following url: www.oupcanada.com/permission/permission_request.php

Every effort has been made to determine and contact copyright holders.
In the case of any omissions, the publisher will be pleased to make
suitable acknowledgement in future editions.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Themes in Roman society and culture : an introduction to ancient Rome / edited by Matt Gibbs,
Milorad Nikolic, and Pauline Ripat.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-19-544519-0

1. Rome—Civilization. 2. Rome—History. 1. Gibbs, Matt, 1976—
11. Nikolic, Milorad, 1968~ 111. Ripat, Pauline, 1973—

DG77.T54 2013 937'.63 C2013-900339-8

Oxford University Press is committed to our environment.
Wherever possible, our books are printed on paper which comes from responsible sources.

Printed and bound in the United States of America

1234—17 16 15 14



Preface and Acknowledgements

——— e

A‘common desire to provide students of Roman society with readings well suited to the
introductory level inspired the conception of this volume. A communal effort by academ-
ics from classics departments across Canada and beyond has ensured its realization. We would
like to thank all the contributors for their generosity in lending their time and expertise to
this project. Their participation demonstrates the true value that they place on student train-
ing and the perpetuation of Roman studies. We would also like to thank Peter Chambers,
our developmental editor at Oxford University Press, for his excellent advice (of which we
availed ourselves often) and insight through this process; his guidance and good humour
helped us clear innumerable hurdles that would have otherwise been insurmountable. We
extend our special thanks as well to Janna Green, our copy editor; her meticulous reading
and helpful suggestions have fostered clarity, consistency, and completeness. Along with our
publisher, we are indebted to the following reviewers, who provided invaluable comments
and critiques: Daniel Hutter, University of Waterloo; Adam Kemezis, University of Alberta;
Philip Kiernan, University of British Columbia, David Meban, Campion College, University
of Regina; Lionel J. Sanders, Concordia University; Lisa Trentin, Wilfrid Laurier University;
and the three anonymous reviewers. Thanks also go to members of the Classics Students
Association at the University of Winnipeg for their willingness to act as a focus group regard-
ing the shape of the volume, thereby helping us to move from quandary to action.

Matt Gibbs would like to thank Georgy Kantor, who read several sections of this
volume and provided valuable feedback and support; David Hollander for so willingly
sharing his research; and his fellow editors for not only their wisdom and experience but
also their amiability, geniality, and (in particular) infinite patience. He would like to offer
special thanks to Chinta, Livia, and Madeleine (who was born during the final edit of
Chapter 8), who gamely endured this projects intrusion into their lives.

Milorad Nikolic would like to thank John Peter Oleson and John Humphrey for their
excellent advice, enduring support, and valuable feedback, as well as his co-editors for
their energy, insight, patience, and good humour.

Pauline Ripat would like to thank Sinclair Bell, Mark Golden, and Lea Stirling
for their help and advice; her appreciation also goes to her co-editors for sharing this
experience. She thanks her husband, Darren, for being a frequent technical consultant,
sometimes single parent, and consistently supportive partner, and Nicholas and Alex for
allowing this project to be part of their family for such a long time.

Finally, the editors and contributors acknowledge a debt of special gratitude to
those teachers, professors, supervisors, and mentors who first inspired or nurtured their
fascination with Roman society and who, by being role models, taught them how to
teach. It is to them that this volume is dedicated.



Dedication

— e

The editors and contributors dedicate this volume to the following people, with thanks:

Colin Adams, Elizabeth Archibald, Lawrence Bliquez, Alan Bowman, Keith Bradley,
Peter Burnell, David Campbell, Hubert Cancik, Edward Champlin, Patricia Clark, Janet
Delaine, Ruth Edwards-Thomas, Michele George, Mark Golden, Alain Gowing, Evan
Haley, John Humphrey, Bernard Kavanagh, Andrew Lintott, lain McDougall, Anthony
Marshall, John Peter Oleson, David Page, Ronald Payne, the late Simon Price, Hanne
Sigismund Nielsen, William Slater, A.M. Stone, Robert Thom, Jackie Tinson, Michael
Walbank, Kathryn Welch, and Haijo Westra.



Contributors

P s s

Andreas Bendlin is an associate professor at the University of Toronto, where he teaches
classics and Roman history. His research and publications focus on religion at Rome and
in the Roman empire, Roman cultural and social history, and the history of scholarship.
Recent publications address topics such as Graeco-Roman divination, religious pluralism
in the ancient world, and associations in the Roman world. A monograph on religious
pluralism in ancient Rome in the late Republic and early Empire is forthcoming.

Michael Carter is an associate professor in the Department of Classics at Brock University.
His primary research interest relates to the social and cultural significance of mass public
entertainment spectacles, such as gladiatorial contests and similar (Roman) shows. He
is especially interested in the impact that the Greek adoption and adaptation of such
thoroughly Roman spectacles had on Greek society and identity, and he has published
several articles on the topic in journals such as Phoenix, Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie und
Epigraphik, and Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies.

Fanny Dolansky is an associate professor in the Department of Classics at Brock
University, where she teaches Latin language and literature, Roman history, and Roman
religion. Her research focuses mainly on the history of the Roman family, particularly
domestic religious rites. She has published articles on the Parentalia (Phoenix, 2011) and
Matronalia festivals (Classical World, 2011); book chapters on the toga virilis ceremony
(2008) and Saturnalia festival (2011); and has a study on children’s dolls forthcoming
in Classical Antiquity. She is currently completing a sourcebook on the ancient city of
Rome for Continuum Press (with Stacie Raucci of Union College) and working on a book
manuscript on Roman domestic religion.

Greg Fisher is an associate professor in the Department of History and the Department
of Greek and Roman Studies at Carleton University. He is an expert on the Middle East
in late antiquity, and his current research focuses on the political and cultural relation-
ships between states and inhabitants of frontier regions across the late antique world. He
is the author of Between Empires: Arabs, Romans and Sasanians in Late Antiquity (Oxford
University Press, 2011) and the novel The Iranian Conspiracy (FastPencil, Inc., 2011), as
well as the editor of Arabs and the Empires Before Islam (Oxford University Press, 2015).

Matt Gibbs is an assistant professor in the Department of Classics at the University
of Winnipeg. His current research concerns professional associations, taxation, and the



Contributors

economy of Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt, as well as the Roman empire generally. He also
has research interests in the political history of the late Roman Republic and early Roman
Empire. He has published on professional associations and the economy of Ptolemaic and
Roman Egypt and the Roman empire.

Alison Jeppesen-Wigelsworth is an instructor and learning designer at Red Deer College
and the editor of Cloelia: The Newsletter of the Women’s Classical Caucus. Her research
focuses on the family, with particular emphasis on Roman marriage and the portrayal of
Roman women in inscriptions. She has published in Latomus and Arethusa and is cur-
rently completing a manuscript exploring the changing depiction of Roman wives in
funerary epitaphs.

Benjamin Kelly is an associate professor in the Department of History at York University:.
His research interests include crime, policing, and the courts in the Roman world. He
is the author of Petitions, Litigation, and Social Control in Roman Egypt (Oxford University
Press, 2011).

Beth Munro is a lecturer at the University of Edinburgh. Until recently, she was a post-
doctoral fellow in Roman archaeology at the University of Manitoba. She has also lectured
in Roman art and architecture at the University of Winnipeg and tutored at The Queen’s
College and Hertford College at the University of Oxford and at Roehampton University. She
is the finds supervisor on the Dorchester-on-Thames archaeological project. Her research
interests include the architecture and decoration of villas and the recycling of stone, glass,
and metals in the imperial and late antique periods. She has published numerous articles
on recycling at villas and on the relationship between marble statuary and lime kilns.

Milorad Nikolic is an assistant professor in the Department of Classics at Memorial
University. He is trained as both a mechanical engineer and a classicist. His research
interests are ancient technology and engineering (more precisely, water supply systems),
ancient technical literature, Greek and Roman art and architecture, and the northern
Roman frontier. He has published on Greek and Roman technical vocabulary.

Kelly Olson is an associate professor in the Department of Classical Studies at Western
University. Her research focuses on Roman society, sexuality, and appearance. She is
the author of several articles and book chapters on female clothing in Roman antiquity,
published in Mouseion, The American Journal of Ancient History, Fashion Theory, and
Classical World. Her book Dress and the Roman Woman: Self-Presentation and Society was
published by Routledge in 2008. She is presently working on a monograph entitled Men,
Appearance, and Sexuality in Roman Antiquity.



Xiv

Contributors

Pauline Ripat is an associate professor in the Department of Classics at the University of
Winnipeg. Her research interests include Roman magic and divination, particularly as they
pertain to social relations and communication. She is the author of several book chapters
and journal articles published in Greece and Rome, Phoenix, and Classical Philology.

Luke Roman is an associate professor of classics at Memorial University. His research
interests include Roman poetry of the late Republic and early Empire, representations
of writing and the material book, the relation between Roman literature and concepts of
monumentality, and Renaissance Latin poetry. He has published articles on the epigram-
matist Martial and other Latin poets and is completing a book on the rhetoric of poetic
autonomy in ancient Rome.

Andrew Sherwood is an associate professor of classics at the University of Guelph.
His research interests have led to land and underwater archaeological fieldwork in Italy,
Greece, Turkey, Israel, Jordan, and Romania. His publications encompass studies of Latin
and Greek epigraphy, Greek and Roman technology, and the excavations of Caesarea
Martima, Israel, and Humayma, Jordan.

Leslie Shumka is an assistant professor of classics at Mount Allison University. Her
research interests include gender and status in Roman antiquity, women in the Roman
economy, and funerary archaeology.

John Vanderspoel is a professor of Roman history in the Department of Greek and
Roman Studies at the University of Calgary, where he has taught since 1985. Although
he focuses on the later Roman Empire, he has researched and written extensively on
many aspects and periods of the Roman world. He has published Themistius and the
Imperial Court (University of Michigan Press, 1995) and was a co-editor of The Cambridge
Dictionary of Classical Civilization (Cambridge University Press, 2008). He has written
numerous articles that have appeared in a variety of academic journals and is a founding
editor of The Ancient History Bulletin, for which he currently serves as online editor.

Conor Whately is an assistant professor in the Department of Classics at the University
of Winnipeg. His current research interests include ancient historiography and empire
(particularly frontiers, imperialism, and warfare) in the Roman world. He has con-
tributed several entries to the Encyclopedia of Ancient History (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012),
the Encyclopedia of the Roman Army (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012), and the Late Antique
Archaeology volume War in Late Antiquity. He is currently working on two monographs:
a cultural and historiographical study of military narratives in Procopiuss Wars and an
examination of the Roman armed forces in Moesia from 27 BCE to 337 CE.



A Note to the Reader

The translations of ancient sources in this volume use the following common epigraphic,

papyrological, and textual conventions:

L

Parentheses ( ) enclose clarifications, supplements, or comments made by the
modern author or editor or expansions of abbreviations that appear in the
original text. They may also indicate parenthetical statements made by the
original author.

Brackets [ | enclose damaged or mutilated text; they may also enclose words
that have been restored with certainty.

An ellipsis in brackets [. . .] indicates missing letters or words where
restoration is impossible.

Angled brackets < > enclose words omitted by the original author or scribe
but added by the modern editor or translator.

Ellipses . . . indicate that part of the ancient source has been omitted by the
modern author.

The reader should note that brackets are used in quotations of modern scholarship to
indicate that a clarification has been made by someone other than the original author.

References to ancient sources generally follow the abbreviations used in The Oxford
Classical Dictionary' and the Checklist of Editions of Greek Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri,
Ostraca and Tablets, which are explained in the following list.? Various print and electronic

translations of these and other ancient works are widely available. In the event that only

one work of a given author is extant, it is the convention to refer to that work by the

author’s name (or abbreviation of the authors name) only.

AE LCAnnée épigraphique
Amm. Marc. Ammianus Marcellinus
App. Appian

B Civ. Bella civilia

Mac. Makedovikn

Pun. ALBLKT
Apul. Apuleius

Flor. Florida

Met. Metamorphoses
Archil. Archilochus
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Aristid.
Or.
Arr.

Epict. diss.

Artem.
Asc.
Mil.
Auct. ad Her.
BGU
BJ
BL

Caes.

BGall.
Cass. Dio
Catull.
CFA

Chrest.Mitt.

Cic.

Amic.

Att.

Brut.
Cael.
De or.
Div.
Dom.
Fam.
Fin.
Flac.
Har. Resp.
Leg.
Leg. Man.

Aelius Aristides

Orationes

Arrian

Epicteti dissertationes

Artemidorus Daldianus

Asconius

Pro Milone

Auctor ad Herennium

Berliner Griechische Urkunden

Bonner Jahrbiicher

Preisigke, E, et al. 1922—. Berichtigungsliste der griechischen
Papyrusurkunden aus Agypten. Berlin-Leipzig.

Caesar

Bellum Gallicum

Cassius Dio

Catullus

Scheid, J. 1998. Commentarii Fratrum Arvalium qui supersunt: Les
copies épigraphiques des protocols annuels de la confrérie arvale (21
av—304 ap. J.-C.). Collection Roma antica 4. Rome.

Grundziige und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, 11 Bd. Juristischer
Teil, 11 Halfte Chrestomathie.

Cicero

De amicitia

Epistulae ad Atticum

Brutus or De Claris Oratoribus
Pro Caelio

De oratore

De divinatione

De domo sua

Epistulae ad familiares

De finibus

Pro Flacco

De haruspicum responso

De legibus

Pro lege Manilia or De imperio Cn.



Mil.
Nat. D.
Off.
Orat.
Phil.
Q Fr.
Rep.
Rosc. Am.
Sen.
Sest.
Tusc.
Vat.
Verr.
CIL
CISem.
Cod.
Cod. Theod.
Columella
Rust.
Dig.
Dio Chrys.
Or.
Dion. Hal.
Ant. Rom.
Comp.
Euseb.
Hist. eccl.
Eutr.
Festus

Gloss. Lat.

Frontin.
Aq.
Str.

Gai.
Inst.
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Pro Milone

De natura deorum

De officiis

Orator ad M. Brutum

Orationes Philippicae

Epistulae ad Quintum fratrem
De republica

Pro Sexto Roscio Amerino

De senectute

Pro Sestio

Tusculanae disputationes

In Vatinium

In Verrem

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum
Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum
Codex

Codex Theodosianus

De re rustica

Digesta

Dio Chrysostomus
Orationes

Dionysius of Halicarnassus
Antiquitates Romanae

De compositione verborum
Eusebius

Historia ecclesiastica
Eutropius

Glossaria Latina

Frontinus

De aquae ductu urbis Romae
Strategemata

Gaius

Institutiones
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Gell. Aulus Gellius
NA Noctes Atticae
Hdn. Herodianus
Heron
Pneum. Pneumatica
Hor. Horace
Carm. Carmina or Odes
Epist. Epistulae
Sat. Satirae or Sermones
HRRel. Peter, H. 1967. Historicorum romanorum reliquiae. Stuttgart,
Germany.
IGRom Inscriptiones Graecae ad res Romanas pertinentes
ILS Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae
Inscr. Ital. Inscriptiones Italiae
IPOstie-A Hylander, H. 1952. Inscriptions du port d’Ostie. Lund.
ISIS Helttula A. 2007. Le iscrizioni sepolcrali latine nell’Isola sacra. Rome.
Jer. Jerome
Ep. Epistulae
Joseph Josephus
BJ Bellum Judaicum
Just. Justinus
Epit. Epitome (of Trogus)
Juv. Juvenal
Lactant. Lactantius

De mort. pers. De mortibus persecutorum

Livy, Epit. Epitomae
Per. Periochae
Luc. Lucan
Lucian
Alex. Alexander
Nav. Navigium
Somn. Somnium
Lucr. Lucretius
MAMA Monumenta Asiae Minoris Antiquae

Mart. Martial



Nep.
Att.
Nic. Dam.
0GI
Oros.
Ow.
Am.
Ars am.
Fast.
Met.
Tr.
PAmh.
PAthen.
Paus.
PBour.
PBrem.
PColon.
Pers.
Petron.
Sat.
PEuphrates
PFay.
PGen.
PGraux.
Philo
Leg.
Plaut.
Rud.
Plin.
HN
Plin.
Ep.
Pan.
PLond.
Plut.
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Nepos

Atticus

Nicolaus Damascenus

Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones Selectae
Orosius

Ovid

Amores

Ars amatoria

Fasti

Metamorphoses

Tristia

Ambherst Papyri

Papyri Societatis Archaeologicae Atheniensis
Pausanias

Les Papyrus Bouriant

Die Bremer Papyri

Kolner Papyri

Persius

Petronius

Satyrica

Documents d’archives romains inédits du Moyen Euphrates
Fayum Towns and their Papyri

Les Papyrus de Geneve

Papyrus Graux

Philo Judaeus

Legatio ad Gaium

Plautus

Rudens

Pliny the Elder

Naturalis historia

Pliny the Younger

Epistulae

Panegyricus

Greek Papyri in the British Museum
Plutarch
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Caes.
Cat. Mai.
Cat. Min.
Cic.
Crass.
Flam.
Mar.
Mor:
Pomp.
Pyrrh.
Rom.
PMich.

PMon. Epiph.

Polyb.
POxy.
PPetaus
Prop.
PRyl.
PSI

PTebt.
P Thmouis
PTurner

PVind.Bosw.
Quint.
Inst.
RG
RMD
Sall.
Cat.
SB
SEG

Caesar

Cato Maior

Cato Minor

Cicero

Crassus

Flamininus

Marius

Moralia

Pompeius

Pyrrhus

Romulus

Michigan Papyri

The Monastery of Epiphanius at Thebes
Polybius

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri

Das Archiv des Petaus

Propertius

Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the John Rylands Library, Manchester
Papiri Greci e Latini, Pubblicazioni della Societa italiana per la ricerca
dei papiri greci e latini in Egitto

The Tebtunis Papyri

Le Papyrus Thmouis 1, colonnes 68—160

Papyri Greek and Egyptian Edited by Various Hands in Honour of Eric
Gardner Turner on the Occasion of his Seventieth Birthday

Einige Wiener Papyri

Quintilian

Institutio oratoria

Monumentum Ancyranum

Roxan, M., and P. Holder, eds. Roman Military Diplomas. 5 vols.
Sallust

Bellum Catilinae or De Catilinae coniuratione

Sammelbuch griechischen Urkunden aus Agypten

Supplementum epigraphicum Graecum



Sel.Pap. 11

Sen.

Brev. Vit.

Clem.

Constant.

Ep.

Helv.

ONat.
SHA

Gall.

Hadr.

Mare.

Sev.

Tyr. Trig.
Sor.

Gyn.
Stud.Pal.
Suet.

Aug.

Calig.

Claud.

Dom.

Galb.

Gram.,

Tul.

Ner.

Tib.

Tit.

Vesp.
Tac.

Agr.
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Hunt, A.S., and C.C. Cary, trans. 1934. Select Papyri Volume II:
Public Documents. The Loeb Classical Library 282. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press.

Seneca the Younger
De brevitate vitae

De clementia

De constantia sapientis
Epistulae

Ad Helviam
Quaestiones naturales
Scriptores Historiae Augustae
Gallienus

Hadrian

Marcus

Severus

Tyranni Triginta
Soranus

Gynaeceia

Studien zur Palaeographie und Papyruskunde
Suetonius

Divus Augustus
Caligula

Divus Claudius
Domitianus

Galba

De grammaticis

Divus Iulius

Nero

Tiberius

Divus Titus

Divus Vespasianus
Tacitus

Agricola
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Ann. Annales
Dial. Dialogus de oratoribus
Hist. Historiae
Tert. Tertullian
Apol. Apologeticus
Thuc. Thucydides
Tib. Tibullus
T.Vindol. Vindolanda: the Latin Writing Tablets
Val. Max. Valerius Maximus
Varro
Ling. De lingua Latina
Rust. De re rustica
Vegetius
Mil. De re militari
Vitr. Vitruvius
De arch. De architectura
Xen. Xenophon
Oec. Oeconomicus
Notes

1 Hornblower, Spawforth, and Eidinow (2012).

2 Qates et al. (2011). This list, which provides full bibliographic and other useful infor-
mation for papyri, ostraca, and related materials (such as the Vindolanda Tablets), is
available online at http:/library.duke.edu/rubenstein/scriptorium/papyrus/texts/clist.
html.



his volume aims to introduce students to fundamental aspects of Roman society—its

composition, institutions, structures, and cultural products—particularly in the per-
iod 200 BCE to 200 CE. While there are several excellent introductions to Roman history
(some of which include a discussion of cultural issues), this book differs from them by
approaching Roman society thematically rather than chronologically. In other words, we
do not ask how Rome expanded from a city to an empire but what Roman society looked
like. How was it organized, and what practices, ideas, and social institutions supported
these structures? The chapters of this volume, each of which has been written by an active
researcher and instructor in the field, address these questions with reference to specific
elements of Roman society. Our objective is to provide a sense of the relevant evidence
and an assessment of the current state of scholarship, thereby forming a basis for further
study of Roman life or history.

Content of This Book

By taking a thematic approach, we have given priority to seminal concepts with the
broadest relevance in the chosen time period. This method means that chapters do not
have to be read in order; however, thought has been put into their arrangement. Chapter
1 offers a sketch of the development of social historical research in the discipline, while
Chapter 2’s brief history of Roman political life supplies a broad chronological framework
for the subsequent chapters’ discussion. Chapters 3 to 5 introduce the human elements
of Roman society (class and status, slavery, and the household) and their relationships to
each other. Chapters 6 to 8 examine the intellectual life that reflected and perpetuated
Roman social values (education and literature) and the social construction of self and
others (gender and sexuality). Chapter 9 not only considers religion but also acts as a
bridge between the previous chapters’ focus on the human components of society and the
next three chapters’ discussion regarding the social structures and institutions (govern-
ment, law and order, and entertainment) that governed them, supported social cohesion,
and provided an opportunity for the expression of collective values. Rome’s relations with
others is the subject of chapters 13 and 14; Chapter 15 looks at economic dynamics.
The final two chapters focus on the physical products of Roman society, technology and



