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Overview

Framed by engaging National Geographic images, the new edition of the Great Writing series
helps students write better sentences, paragraphs, and essays. The new Foundations level meets the needs
of low-level learners through practice in basic grammar, vocabulary, and spelling, while all levels feature
clear explanations, student writing models, and meaningful practice opportunities. The new edition of
the Great Writing series is perfect for beginning to advanced learners, helping them develop and master
academic writing skills.

Great Writing: Foundations focuses on basic sentence construction, emphasizing grammar,
vocabulary, spelling, and composition.

Great Writing 1 focuses on sentences as they appear in paragraphs.
Great Writing 2 teaches paragraph development.

Great Writing 3 transitions from paragraphs to essays.

Great Writing 4 focuses on essays.

Great Writing 5 practices more advanced essays.

The earliest ESL composition textbooks were merely extensions of ESL grammar classes. The
activities in these books did not practice English composition as much as ESL grammar points. Later
books, on the other hand, tended to focus too much on the composing process. We feel that this focus
ignores the important fact that the real goal for English learners is both to produce a presentable product
and to understand the composing process. From our years of ESL and other L2 teaching experience, we
believe that the Great Writing series allows English learners to achieve this goal.

Great Writing 3: From Great Paragraphs to Great Essays is the fourth book in the six-level Great
Writing series of composition books. Great Writing 3 reviews the basic elements of paragraphs, shows the
connections between these paragraphs and longer essays, and introduces students to essay writing using
various rhetorical patterns. This text contains extensive practical exercises and activities in both paragraph
and essay writing at the high-intermediate level. It contains a wide variety of exercises that offer practice
in both working with the writing process and developing a final written product. We assume that students
understand the basics of paragraph writing and can move on to the creation of original essays.

There are as many ways to write essays as there are writers. Writing reflects a writer’s knowledge
of essay conventions as much as it reflects the writer’s creativity and background knowledge. Thus,
writing is both a science and an art. Since no art form can be “taught” precisely, this book offers models of
good academic paragraphs and essays. We realize that some students may not go beyond the level of the
examples, whereas other students may advance in their essay writing.

This latest edition of Great Writing 3 includes a wide array of writing activities representing varying
approaches to the teaching of writing. Although we realize that few writing teachers are completely
satisfied with any writing text, we believe that within this large variety of activities and approaches, most
teachers will find what their students need to improve writing skills. The text is also presented in a way
that is compatible with how teachers think ESL writing ought to be taught. New to this edition are targeted
grammar points to enhance students’ accuracy in sentence writing.

This book is designed for high-intermediate students. Depending on the class level and the amount
of writing that is done outside of class hours, there is enough material for 60 to 80 classroom hours.
Provided that enough writing is done outside of the classroom, the number of hours can be as little as 40.



The best judge of which units and which activities should be covered with any group of students
is always the teacher. After you gauge the needs of your students, you can match these needs with the
material in this book.

Organization

In Great Writing 3, Units 1-3 deal with the elements of a good paragraph. Unit 1 presents the
elements of a paragraph and offers some specific suggestions for writing a paragraph, including how
to write a good topic sentence, supporting details, and‘concluding sentences. Unit 2 walks students
through the elements of good writing, including cohesion and audience. Unit 3 exposes students to
different rhetorical styles of academic writing using paragraphs as the sample elements. Unit 4 takes the
student from a paragraph to an essay. Units 5-7 focus on comparison, cause-effect, and classification
essays respectively. While it is not necessary to cover these last three units in the given order, the current
sequencing will allow for some recycling of grammatical and lexical items. The Brief Writers Handbook
with Activities and the Appendices contain additional practice material to support both the process and
the mechanics of writing.

Contents of a Unit

Although each unit has specific writing objectives (listed at the beginning of the unit), the
following features appear in every unit:

Example Paragraphs and/or Essays

Because we believe that writing and reading are inextricably related, Great Writing 3 offers 33
example paragraphs and 9 model essays. Each presents a rhetorical mode and/or provides editing
activities. Many models are preceded by schema-building questions and followed by questions
about organization, syntactic structures, or other composition features. New, potentially unfamiliar
vocabulary words are glossed next to each paragraph. These words can provide students with a list of
vocabulary to add to a separate vocabulary notebook.

Grammar for Writing

Since good writing requires a working knowledge of the mechanics of English, Great Writing
includes clear charts or detailed instruction that relates directly to the writing assignments. In addition,
numerous activities give students the opportunity to practice and refine their grammar and writing
knowledge and skills.

Activities

The new third edition contains 118 activities, numerous suggestions for additional essay writing
assignments, and 28 supplemental activities in The Brief Writer’s Handbook with Activities. These
writing, grammar, and vocabulary activities gradually build the skills students need to write well-crafted
essays and provide learners with more input in English composition and paragraph organization and
cohesion. To this end, the activities in this book deal with elements that affect the quality of a written
product, including grammar, organization, and logic. Although in this text there is information about
both process and product in essay writing, it should be noted that the focus is slightly more on the final
written product.

Building Better Vocabulary

Each unit includes two vocabulary activities to build schema and collocations. In the first
activity, Word Associations, the students identify words that best relate to the target vocabulary word.
This allows them to build connections to more words and thus grow their vocabulary more quickly.
Words from the Academic Word List are starred (pages 224-225 for the complete list). The second
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activity, Using Collocations, helps students learn specific word combinations, or collocations, which
will improve their writing. It is helpful to encourage students to use these new words in their Original
Student Writing assignment and to add them to a vocabulary notebook.

Writer’s Notes

Great Writing 3 features writing advice that helps writers to better understand use and format.

Building Better Sentences

Periodically in each unit, students are asked to turn to Appendix 1 and work on building better
sentences. Each practice is intentionally short and includes only three problems. In each problem, there
are three to five short sentences that the students must combine into a single sentence that expresses all
the ideas in a logical and grammatically correct manner.

Original Writing

Each unit includes an activity that requires students to do some form of writing. Original
Student Writing includes writing prompts and a set of directions to encourage students to follow the
writing process and refer back to the lessons taught in the unit.

Additional Writing Topics gives students the opportunity to continue practicing their writing
skills. The first topic always links back to the opening photograph and writing prompt. The teacher can
decide whether all students will write about the same topic or whether each student is free to choose any
of the topics listed.

Peer Editing

At the end of each unit, a peer editing activity offers students the opportunity to provide written
comments to one another with the goal of improving their essays. A unique peer editing sheet for each
unit can be found online at NGL.Cengage.com/GW3 and each one provides the guidance and structure
that are necessary for students at this level to perform this task successfully. We recommend that
students spend 15 to 20 minutes reading a classmate’s essay and writing comments using the questions
on the peer editing sheet.

Timed Writing

One way to improve students’ comfort level with the task of writing under a deadline, such as
during a testing situation, is to provide them with numerous writing opportunities that are timed. The
final activity in each unit features a timed-writing prompt geared toward the grammar and sentence
structure presented in that unit. Students are given five minutes to read the prompt and make a quick
writing plan, followed by 40 minutes of actual writing. Instructors may use this activity at any time
during the lesson.

What's New in This Edition?

« Engaging images from National Geographic connect learning to the greater world.
« New and updated paragraphs and essays act as springboards and models for writing.

+ Updated Grammar for Writing sections clearly present grammar and help students learn the
structures for writing.

« Streamlined instruction and practice activities offer step-by-step guidelines to focus writers
on both the writing process and product.

« Words from the Academic Word List are highlighted in vocabulary activities, encouraging
students to expand their word knowledge.

Overview



The expanded Brief Writer’s Handbook with Activities now includes a Useful Vocabulary for
Better Writing section to help writers choose appropriate language for the different rhetorical
modes.

An all-new level, Great Writing: Foundations introduces students to the basics of grammar,
spelling, and vocabulary.

A new Online Workbook encourages learners to further practice grammatr, vocabulary, and
editing skills. Students can also write paragraphs or essays, and submit them to the instructor
electronically.

An updated Classroom Presentation Tool allows instructors to use the book in an interactive
whiteboard setting and demonstrate the editing process.

An eBook provides another option to use Great Writing in a traditional or blended learning
environment.

Ancillary Components

In addition to the Great Writing 3: From Great Paragraphs to Great Essays Student Book, the
following components help both the instructor and the students expand their learning and teaching.

Online Workbook: Includes a wealth of vocabulary, grammar, writing, and editing practice
with immediate feedback.

Classroom Presentation Tool CD-ROM: Offers instructors the ability to lead whole-class
presentations and demonstrate the editing process.

Assessment CD-ROM with Ex_amView®: Allows instructors to create and customize tests.

Teacher Companion Site at NGL.Cengage.com/GW3: Provides teachers with answer keys,
peer editing sheets, and teacher's notes.

Student Companion Site at NGL.Cengage.com/GW 3: Provides students with peer editing
sheets, glossary, and interactive flashcards.

eBook: Allows students to view the Student Book on a tablet, laptop, or smartphone.

Overview
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Paragraphs to Great Essays

Framed by engaging National Geographic images, the new edition of the Great Writing
series helps students write better sentences, paragraphs, and essays. The new Foundations
level meets the needs of low-level learners through practice in basic grammar, vocabulary,
and spelling, while all levels feature clear explanations, student writing models, and
meaningful practice opportunities. The new edition of the Great Writing series is perfect for
beginning to advanced learners, helping them develop and master academic writing skills.

2 Five Elements of Good Writing

Impactful National
Geographic images
provide an engaging
foundation for student
writing.

i
e something?

LAARED Analyzing the Features of a Paragraph

Discuss the Preview Questions with a classmate. Then, read the paragraph and answer the questions
that follow

Preview Questions
1. What do you know about professional cycling?

2. Do you know of any recent problems in the sport?

Sample Writing Models focus on Roraorah 1
specific writing skills and rhetorical | L . The Dark Side of Cycling
modes.

Vocabulary words are glossed to
encourage independent mastery of
new terms.




Inside a Unit Great Writing 3: From Great

Paragraphs to Great Essays

o——New Grammar for Writing charts provide clear

explanations and examples, giving learners easy access to
the structures they will use in their writing.

Guided, structured activities help students practice
writing, grammar, and editing skills.

— Building BetterVocabulary—-

— — activities highlight words from
B the Academic Word List and
prompt students to apply and
expand their vocabulary and
knowledge of collocations.

to combine the grammar, vocabulary, and writing skills

J—Original Student Writing gives students the chance
together in one writing piece.

Original Student Writing *—

Peer Editing activities increase students’ awareness of

common errors and help them become better writers
and editors.

———Timed Writing prepares
students for success on e Brief Writer's Handbook
. A with Activities

standardized and high-stakes
writing exams.

he Seven Steps |

The Brief Writer’s Handbook _|
with Activities includes many
resources for the developing writer,
including a new Useful Vocabulary
for Writing section.

Useful Vocabulary for Better Writing 22

Inside a Unit  xi



Technolo QY  Great Writing 3: From Great
Paragraphs to Great Essays

For Instructors:

The NEW Presentation Tool CD-ROM contains
time-saving, interactive activities from the student
book, a set of whiteboard tools, and additional
content to help the instructor guide learners through
the editing process.

Teacher's Notes available on the Great Writing
website include teaching suggestions, Peer Editing
sheets, and answer key for activities in the Student Book.

Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView®

T allows instructors to create and customize tests
e R S and quizzes easily.

4 Ebmabeths 3 frendly person. Everybody

For Students . & at Viritng tac 5
-

The Online Workbook: Each level features
additional independent practice in vocabulary, Sifrs
grammar, writing, and editing. |t v——

5. Rachel’s new television set is 160

6. Unlike Japan. Sandi Arabia self-sufficient regarding their oil supply .
7. Why did they d
8. Barbas . .

during his vacation v
10. Is very important Ived in local government v
11, Many people that Jam

12, Where did Cherl go when she graduated from college? v

et Weng
‘Scope and Sequence
Overview

Ut 1 Sartencss

+ Unt2 Nouna

© Uni 3 Varos; Simpis Prosert Tense 4 |1
+ Unt 4 Adjactivas
» Ut 5 Verts: Simple Present Tense » B
ole

Unt 8 Pronouns
= Uit 7 Ta Confuncion And
Unt 8 Anicios: A, An, The, —

Great Writing eBooks are available at
_ all levels and are compatible with tablets,
smemeze  laptops, and smartphones.
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A mountain biker peers over the
Colorado River in Utah.
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