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0 the Instructor

It does not take long for a student of American government to get the mes-
sage: Americans are at odds over numerous political issues. Political conflict
is certainly not new to this country. Indeed, there have been times when
many Americans doubted whether our democracy could endure. Nonethe-
less, it has endured, and the U.S. Constitution has been the model for most
of the world’s new democracies in the 1990s.

We believe that it is important for students to realize how political con-
flict and divergence of opinion have always helped to forge our political tra-
ditions and way of governing. America at Odds: An Introduction to American
Government looks at government and politics in this country as a series of
conflicts that have led to compromises. Along the way, your students will
sometimes encounter a bit of irreverence—none of us should take ourselves
so seriously all of the time!

This text was written with today’s generation of students in mind. As
such, it does the following:

m Forthrightly presents different perspectives on key issues.

B Helps your students test their beliefs and assumptions.

B Assists your students in forming enlightened political values and opinions.
B Uses a thematic as well as an analytical approach, with emphasis on the
various challenges that face our enduring democracy.

B Fully explains the major problems facing the American political system
today.

B Integrates the global connections that exist between American politics
and those of the rest of the world.

B Captures the excitement of cyberspace with respect to its effect on
American politics, and makes available numerous Web resources, ranging
from a book-specific site to the online library of InfoTrac College Edition.

B Offers links to an issues-driven, fully interactive CD-ROM.

It is always in the news magazines. It is always in the newspaper. And it is
always talked about on radio and television. “It” is cyberspace—the Internet
and the World Wide Web (and who knows what else is around the corner).
Cyberspace affects not only our home lives and the way we do business but
also American politics. America at Odds is the first text to fully integrate the
world of cyberspace into the study of American politics.

Throughout this text, your students are exposed to the numerous politi-
cal issues that have come about because of the rapid changes in communi-
cations technology. The opening feature in Chapter 2, for example, poses
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the question of whether the Constitution can withstand the challenges of
cyberspace. And what about news on the 'Net? Who should be accountable
for inaccurate news stories on the Web, particularly when those stories harm
the interests of certain individuals or groups? How are special interest
groups in the United States—and indeed throughout the world—using the
Web to further their cause? What about militia groups? Do they have the
right to urge, on their Web sites, civil disobedience or even armed con-
frontation with the federal government? These questions and many others
are discussed in Chapter 12, entitled “Politics in Cyberspace.”

POLITICS ON THE 'NET

The amount of information available to students of American government
on the 'Net is almost without limits. Where do they start? And where do
they go? We solve this thorny problem by providing, at the end of each
chapter, an entire section entitled Politics on the ‘Net. There your students
can discover the best Web sites for each chapter’s subject matter. Many of
those Web sites offer additional hot links. Additionally, there is a fully func-
tioning Web page for America at Odds.

THE AMERICA AT ODDS HOME PAGE
By going to
http://politicalscience.wadsworth.com/sidlow

you and your students will find a wealth of information developed espe-
cially for America at Odds. This Web site offers numerous helpful resources,
including the following:

B Hyperlinks to relevant Web sites for each issue—including URLs that
update materials in the text and the CD-ROM.

B Suggested activities to accompany the hyperlinks for each issue.

B A discussion forum designed to encourage dialogue among students from
around the country.

And as the World Wide Web develops, so, too, will this Web site. We will
always be interested in your suggestions on how we can improve it.

INFOTRAC FOR REAL RESEARCH ON THE 'NET

Many professors require their students to undertake research projects. Users of
this text are fortunate to have at their disposal the finest existing search sys-
tem on the 'Net for questions relating to American government and politics.
Wadsworth Publishing Company has an exclusive agreement with InfoTrac,
the premiere research service on the Web, developed by Information Access
Corporation. InfoTrac lets your students ask specific questions. Through
exclusive search agreements with many important political science journals
and other related sources, the system takes the student to exactly where he or
she needs to go to find the relevant information, including full-text articles.
When full text is available, the student prints it directly. Otherwise, the full
text can be sent to the student’s e-mail address.

When appropriate, a special icon appears in the margin of the text page,
indicating to your students that InfoTrac will provide especially helpful
information, or links to related materials, on the subject being discussed.

Professors who use this book can order a one-month free subscription to
this service. If the professor requests that the service be bundled with each
student copy of the text (for a nominal fee), then he or she will receive a
four-month free subscription. Ask your sales representative for your free pass-
word to log on at www.infotrac-college.com/wadsworth on the Web.
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INFOTRAC RESOURCE GUIDE

This online guide to InfoTrac, your twenty-four-hour-a-day reference
resource, contains approximately fifteen articles tied to each of the twenty
major topics in the text. Activities that include exercises in obtaining
research materials are also included. The guide is updated quarterly to keep
you up to date with the latest news.

WESTLAW

There is one name that stands out in online legal research, and that name is
WESTLAW. Adopters of America at Odds can obtain free hours on WESTLAW
and thus have ready access to a variety of legal materials. For example, pro-
fessors who wish to read the entire text of a particular court case mentioned
in the book can access WESTLAW online and download or print out the full
text of that case. Federal and state statutes are also available through this
legal-research service, as are the world’s leading newspapers and magazines.
For more information on how to obtain free hours on WESTLAW, just ask
your sales representative.

INTERNET EXERCISES

To make sure that your students can not only master the Web but at the
same time improve their understanding of American politics, we have a
specially designed booklet that you can order for them. It is called Internet
Exercises for American Government. Each exercise relates to topics that are
covered in the text. The exercise takes your students on a navigation path
and then asks them to complete various exercises related to the data that
they discover.

Available with America at Odds is a fully interactive CD-ROM. We are espe-
cially proud of this student supplement because of the creativity that went
into its planning, organization, and execution. Your students can view video
clips, listen to speeches, and learn more about each of the twenty chapter-
opening features in this text. A Web component provides an online forum
for students to discuss and debate the issues. Links specific to each issue
offer additional information and point students to important resources.
There is also a link to the America at Odds home page. In addition, there is
an interactive study guide that further tests the students’ knowledge and
understanding of the various issues over which Americans are at odds. Free
access to ATT World Net for one month is included on the CD-ROM.

In order to give you and your students more flexibility, America at Odds is
available in both a hardback edition (ISBN 0-534-53630-1) and a paperback
edition (ISBN 0-534-53631-X).

Any American government text must present the basics of the American
political process and its institutions. Any modern American government text,
however, must go further; it must excite and draw the student into the sub-
ject materials. That is exactly what we do in America at Odds. Among other
things, we present many of today’s controversial political issues in special
features. Each of these features is referred to within the text itself so that the
student understands the connection between the feature and the topic
being discussed. We describe below the various types of features that we
have included in America at Odds.
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B America at Odds—This chapter-opening feature examines a major con-
troversy over which the public is divided and has strong views. Each of these
features concludes with a section entitled Where Do You Stand? These conclud-
ing sections, which consist of two or three questions, invite the student to
form or express his or her own opinions on the arguments presented in the
features. All of these features are expanded on in the accompanying CD-ROM.
The chapter-opening America at Odds features include the following:

Do We Have the Right to Die? (Chapter 4).
= Affirmative Action: Has It Run Its Course? (Chapter 5).
= Negative Advertising: To Trash or Not to Trash? (Chapter 10).
= Should the United States be the World'’s Police Officer? (Chapter 19).

B The American Political Spectrum—On many issues, there is a rela-
tively well established position that has been laid out by political conserva-
tives and another, usually contrasting position claimed by political liberals.
Not only are your students presented with these two views, but they are
guided in understanding the reasons why conservatives and liberals have
taken such stands. At the end of each of these features there is a critical-
thinking exercise. Some of the titles to these features are as follows:

=« To Regulate or Not to Regulate the Internet—That Is the Question
(Chapter 4).

» Should Same-Sex Couples Have the Legal Right to Marry? (Chapter 5).

» The Question of Media Bias (Chapter 11).

B Perception versus Reality—Perhaps nowhere in our media-generated
view of the world are there more misconceptions than in the area of
American government and politics. This feature tries to help your students
understand the difference between the public’s general perception of a par-
ticular political event or issue and the reality of the situation. The percep-
tion is often gleaned from responses to public opinion surveys. The reality
usually is presented in the form of objective data that show that the world is
not quite what the public often thinks it is. At the end of each of these fea-
tures is a section entitled You Be the Judge, in which the student is encour-
aged to think about why there is such a disparity between the perception
and the reality. Some of the titles of these features are as follows:

* What Do the Parties Really Stand For? (Chapter 8).

= Are Americans Really All That Concerned about the Democrats’ Fund-
Raising Activities? (Chapter 10).

= Does Online Information Really Mean the Death of Traditional News?
(Chapter 12).

B A Question of Ethics—Ethical behavior in government has become a
serious issue. Questions of ethics arise frequently both within and without
government and are commented on daily by the media. Most of the chapters
in this text have one or more features dealing with ethical issues that should
be of concern to every student of American politics. Each feature ends with a
critical-thinking question. A few of these features are the following:

= Is It Right to Focus So Many Government Resources on Senior Citizens?
(Chapter 1).

= Should Gang Members Be Deprived of Their Right to Assemble?
(Chapter 4).

= Do National Security Interests Justify Secret Courts? (Chapter 16).

B Comparative Politics—One of the best ways to understand the American
political system is by examining how it compares to other political systems.
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Does the Camera Lie?
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Issues and Pedagogy

Students need to know that in much of the world, the political process is dif-
ferent. That is how they can better understand and appreciate what goes on
in this country, both in Washington, D.C., and in state capitals. Nearly every
chapter has at least one of these features. At the end of each of these features,
the student is asked to further examine some part of the argument in a ques-
tion “For Critical Analysis.” Some examples of the Comparative Politics features
are as follows:

» Direct Democracy in Switzerland (Chapter 1).

* Gun Control in Britain and the United States—A Tale of Two Lobbies
(Chapter 7).

= If You Think Campaign-Financing Rules Are Loose in the United
States . . . (Chapter 10).

B Politics in the Extreme—Sometimes you just cannot believe what goes
on in politics. That is why we created this feature. It is meant to grab your
students’ attention. Here are some examples of this feature:

= Blame Terrorists Immediately, No Matter What the Evidence (Chapter 1).
= Sexual Harassment in Cyberspace (Chapter 5).

= Electoral Apartheid in California? (Chapter 9).

= Bargain Basement Prices for the Chinese Military (Chapter 19).

Much of your students’ understanding of American government comes from
the visual media—photos in the press, video clips, and even movies. There
are many ways to slant our views and understanding of what is happening,
to be sure. We are all familiar with supermarket tabloids showing pho-
tographs that seem to be doctored—such as a photo of space aliens serving
in the U.S. Senate.

At selected places within this text, your students will find a unique fea-
ture called Does the Camera Lie? The feature explores how images can be doc-
tored, staged, or even chosen for political reasons. Some of these features
analyze visual presentations of important persons or events that have
recently been in the news. We also examine many older images to show
how this practice was in full flower years ago, when the media were thought
to be more “objective” than they are now.

Every chapter ends with the following sections:

B Americans at Odds over [chapter topic]. This concluding portion of
each chapter discusses selected political issues over which Americans are
currently at odds—and will continue to be at odds until some consensus of
opinion is reached.

B Key Terms. This is a list of the terms that were boldfaced and defined
within the chapter. Each term in the list is followed by the page number on
which it first appeared and was defined.

B Chapter Summary. This point-by-point feature gives a full summary of
every important point within the chapter.

® Suggested Readings. Seven to twelve suggested readings, along with
annotations describing each book, are given at the end of each chapter.
Except for classic references, they are all from the late 1990s.

m Politics on the 'Net. As explained earlier, this section gives the various
Web sites that students can access for more information.

B Notes. We have included numerous footnotes to provide documentation
for information provided in the text. These footnotes appear at the end of
each chapter.
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Both instructors and students today expect, and indeed require, a variety of
accompanying supplements to teach and learn about American government.
America at Odds takes the lead in providing the most comprehensive and
user-friendly supplements package on the market today. These supplements
include those listed below.

PRINTED MATERIALS FOR INSTRUCTORS

B Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank, written by one of the authors of the text.
B Lecture Outline System (large type to show lecture outline).
B Multimedia Guide.

MULTIMEDIA SUPPLEMENTS FOR INSTRUCTORS

B A special Web home page for political science at
http://politicalscience.wadsworth.com

A special Web home page for America at Odds at
http://politicalscience.wadsworth.com/sidlow

CNN Lecture Launcher Videos (two- to three-minute clips).

A video library.

Instructor’s Manual on disk.

Instructor’s Manual on the Internet.

Computerized Test Bank.

Transparency Acetates.

PowerPoint Presentation Software.

InfoTrac College Edition Web site as a resource.

InfoTrac Resource Guide.

Instructor’s Resource Guide for MicroCase’s American Government: An Intro-
duction Using Explorlt, Fourth Edition, links America At Odds to this popular
software package.

PRINTED MATERIALS FOR STUDENTS

B Study Guide, written by one of the authors of the text.

B A Readings Book on Important Issues in American Government.
B Critical Thinking and Writing Handbook.

B Internet Exercises in American Government.

B Handbook of Selected Legislation and Other Documents.

B Handbook of Selected Court Cases.
B College Survival Guide.

MULTIMEDIA SUPPLEMENTS FOR STUDENTS
B America at Odds Interactive CD-ROM.
B A special Web home page for political science at
http://politicalscience.wadsworth.com
B A special Web home page for America at Odds at
http://politicalscience.wadsworth.com/sidlow

B InfoTrac College Edition Web site, offering a fully searchable online
library of readings.

B InfoTrac Resource Guide.

B Your Research Software.
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