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General Introduction

§1. GENERAL BACKGROUND
I. Geography

1. China is the third-largest country in the world, behind Russia and Canada.
China is a very diverse land including deserts, mountains, and fertile river basins. Much
of western China is mountainous with the Himalaya, Tian, and Pamir ranges. Western
China also has a large desert. Central China consists of mountainous regions. Rivers
also play a major role in China. both for transportation and for irrigation. Much of
the northern wheat fields and southern rice fields are irrigated from rivers.

II. Cultural Composition

2. China has a civilian history of more than 5,000 ycars full of artistic, philoso-
phical, political, and scientific advancement. Though regional differences provide
a sense of diversity, commonalities in language and religion connect a culture dis-
tinguished by such contributions as Confucianism and Taoism. Confucianism was
the official philosophy throughout most of Imperial China’s history, and traditional
Chinese culture is heavily influenced by it.

3. With the rise of Western cconomic and military power over China beginn-
ing in the mid-nincteenth century, however, non-Chinese systems of social and
political organization gained adherents in China. Since then, China has becen in the
conflicts of the strengths of Chinese and Western cultures. In essence, the history
of twentieth-century China is one of experimentation to find a new system of
social, political, and cconomic organization that would allow for the reintegration
of the nation in the wake of dynastic collapse.

III. Political System

4. The Constitution is the fundamental law of the China. The existing Constitu-
tion was adopted for implementation by the Fifth Sesston of the Fifth National
People’s Congress on 4 December 1982, Amendments were made to the Constitu-
tion, respectively. at the First Session of the Seventh National People’s Congress
on 12 April 1988, the First Scssion of the Eighth National People’s Congress on
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5-10 General Introduction

29 March 1993, and the Second Session of the Ninth National People’s Congress
on 15 March 1999.

5. The Communist Party of China is the country’s sole political party in power.
The People’s Republic of China was founded by the Communist Party of China,
which is the ruling political party of the Chinese people.

6. The socialist system led by the working class and based on the alliance of
the workers and farmers is the fundamental system of the People’s Republic of
China.

7. The National People’s Congress is the highest organ of State power. Local
people’s congresses are local organs of State power.

IV. Population Statistics

8. The population of China is more than 1.3 billion people. This is about
one-fifth of the world’s population.

§2. HisTORICAL BACKGROUND

9. The Chinese contemporary legal system for the protection of intellectual
property has been developing with the economic reform and the opening-up to the
foreign trade. Since the 1990s, China has been continuously adjusting the intel-
lectual property system that was largely established during the 1980s to meet the
need of the socialist market economy and the accession to the World Trade Organiz-
ation (WTQ). At the dawn of the new century, China harvested the fruits of a
decade’s labours — a handful of new laws and regulations. On 11 December 2001,
China finally became a member of the WTO, and Chinese intellectual property
laws entered into post-WTO times.

10. The State Council approved the Guidelines for the National Strategy of
Intellectual Property on 9 April 2008. These guidelines were drafted by the State
Intellectual Property Office and other relevant government departments. They aim
at perfecting China’s system of intellectual property, promoting creativity and
innovation in the Chinese people and economy, and supporting the exploitation of
resulting intellectual property.
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