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A s society becomes more global, knowing how to say at least a few
words in other languages opens doors to communication. Carrying on a
brief conversation in an immersion situation can enrich your experience. You
may be planning a trip to Italy for business or pleasure. You may have friends
and neighbors who speak other languages, or you may want to get in touch
with your heritage by learning a little bit of the language that is spoken today
in the place your ancestors came from.

Whatever your reason for wanting to learn some Italian, /talian For Dummies
can help. Two experts at helping readers develop knowledge — Berlitz,
experts in teaching foreign languages; and John Wiley & Sons, Inc., publishers
of the best-selling For Dummies series — have teamed up to produce a book
that gives you basic Italian language skills. We're not promising fluency here,
but basic communicative competency that will allow you to be understood.

If you need to greet someone, purchase a ticket, or order off a menu in Italian,
you need look no further than Jtalian For Dummies.

About This Book

This is not a class that you have to drag yourself to twice a week for a
specified period of time. You can use ltalian For Dummies however you want to,
whether your goal is to learn some words and phrases to help you get around
when you visit Italy, or you just want to be able to say “Hello, how are you?” to
your Italian-speaking neighbor. Go through this book at your own pace, reading
as much or as little at a time as you like. You don’t have to trudge through the
chapters in order, either; just read the sections that interest you.

Note: If you've never taken Italian before, you may want to read the chapters
in Part I before you tackle the later chapters.

Conventions Used in This Book

To make this book easy for you to navigate, we've set up a few conventions:

v~ Italian terms are set in boldface to make them stand out.

»* Pronunciations are set in normal type with stressed syllables in italics.
English translations are also set in italics.



