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PREFACE

What the metropolis of forty years hence will be like no man can truly
foretell. But there is a surfeit of somber prophecies and apocalyptic
visions of its future. Prime targets for aerial bombardment, the great
cities may be splattered into the hereafter within two-score years—or
less. Escaping this fate, they may yet be splattered over the countryside
by the rush of their inhabitants to the suburbs. From some descriptions
of this movement one might suppose it is as irresistible as the migra-
tion of lemmings. Already we have adumbrations of “megapolitan”
belts, amorphous and sprawling regions of quasi-urban settlement
stretching along coast lines or major transportation routes. Current
concepts of the community stand to be challenged. What will remain
of “local” government and institutions if locality ceases to have any
historically recognizable form? The situations described in this book
pertain to the mid-century United States of some 150 million people.
What serviceable image of “metropolis and region” can we fashion for
a country of 300 million? The prospect for such a population size by
the end of the twentieth century is implicit in current growth rates, as
is the channeling of much of the growth into areas now called “metro-
politan” or in process of transfer to that class.

Facing a future that seems certain to produce novelty and to bring
forth drastic transformations, we may be tempted to question the value
of meticulous analysis of present structures and arrangements—or,
rather, those of the recent past, for the complex information required
to describe metropolitan communities only becomes available some
years after the dates to which it refers. Indeed, if our curiosity is only
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xvi Preface

about the future, the justification for studying the recent past must be
that it contains some seeds of developments to come. To this continuity
argument we may perhaps add the thought that to understand the
future will require tools for understanding—and these tools can be
tested now only against what now exists.

If the prophet becomes impatient when we limit inquiry to the
present, the historian may complain that understanding is partial, at
best, if analysis of the here and now is not guided by knowledge of
antecedents, both recent and remote. We must agree that the investiga-
tor lacking a full grasp of trends and directions of change readily falls
into the error of mistaking a transient conjecture of circumstances for
a basic structural pattern. But before there can be historical explana-
tions of present realities, there must be adequate descriptions of that
which is to be explained.

The studies reported in this volume, therefore, provide some “cross-
sectional” views of the metropolis in the United States at about the
middle of the twentieth century. Numerous earlier monographs on
metropolitanism have dealt with the circumstances attending the rise
of the metropolitan community and have analyzed the patterns and
causes of metropolitan growth. Metropolis and Region, by contrast,
tries to depict a system of metropolitan communities as it was function-
ing at a particular point in time. If the former approach can be
likened to a cinematic representation of the evolution of the metrop-
olis and the growth of metropolises, our contribution is a “still photo-
graph” of the present metropolises of the nation. Actually, however,
the picture is blurred because the subject moved during the period of
exposure: our data do not all refer to the same point in time but rather
to various dates more or less proximate to the middle of the century.
Moreover, each of the several “exposures” was made with a different
“filter”—to preserve the analogy.

For further indications of content and approach, the reader is re-
ferred to the summary chapter, which is placed at the beginning of
the volume. We only wish to add some notes about how the book
came to be.

For the past several years the Population Research and Training
Center at the University of Chicago has been pursuing a broadly de-
lineated and flexible program of comparative research on American
communities. This program is conceived as a contribution to the field
of human ecology—the discipline whose task, in Hawley’s phrase, in-
cludes “the study of the form and the development of the community
in human population.” The progress of the research program, how-
ever, has demonstrated (if proof were needed) the advisability of taking
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advantage of contributions from a variety of disciplines. An earlier
monograph, Social Characteristics of Urban and Rural Communities,
1950 (Duncan and Reiss, 1956), emphasized demographic analysis. Our
more recent studies have entailed closer contact with the work of econ-
omists, geographers, and others who are sometimes called “regional
scientists,” and we have come to share their preoccupations more fully
than before.

Some of the work reported in this volume (specifically, in chapter 3)
was begun as early as 1955-56 with the aid of a grant from the Social
Science Research Committee of the University of Chicago. In 1956-57 a
project dealing with regional variation in levels of living and spatial
patterns of economic activity was undertaken with the financial sup-
port of Resources for the Future, Inc., the Regional Studies Unit of
which was carrying out parallel research. Results obtained in the
course of our project are partially reported in Part II. The study
completed by the RFF group (Harvey S. Perloff, Edgar S. Dunn,
Jr., Eric E. Lampard, and Richard F. Muth, Regions, Resources, and
Economic Growth) is complementary in many ways to the present
monograph and may be regarded as virtually a companion volume.
(While our study is cross-sectional, the RFF book treats of growth and
secular trends. Where we look at the economy primarily from the
viewpoint of its metropolitan nodes, the companion volume focuses
on the region, broadly conceived, and provides much regional descrip-
tion that is omitted here.) In 1957-58, again at the instance of and with
the financial support of Resources for the Future, Inc., we carried out
the project which produced the materials included in Parts III and
IV. In 1958 our program of comparative urban and metropolitan re-
search was placed on a more secure long-run basis with the receipt of
a grant from The Ford Foundation providing financial resources for
the ensuing five years. One major category of studies envisioned in this
extension of our work is addressed to the problem of “strengthening
the urban economy and gearing it to the economic development of the
nation.” The initiation of work under The Ford Foundation grant
afforded the opportunity to carry out the research reported in Part I
and thus to develop a conceptual framework and to execute some sta-
tistical analyses which, together with the investigations already com-
pleted, would constitute an integrated and reasonably comprehensive
treatment of metropolitan structure in the United States.

Our first indebtedness, therefore, is to the organizations which, while
leaving us wholly free to work in the way we judged to be most re-
warding, provided the indispensable resources for our work; in par-
ticular, we are most grateful to Resources for the Future, Inc., for
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sponsoring the publication of this volume. A less tangible but no less
important contribution was made by our mentor at RFF—Harvey
Perloff. The ideas which ultimately crystallized in this study were in
large measure initially his. Without seeking in any way to shift respon-
sibility for the research to other shoulders, we must gratefully acknowl-
edge the suggestions and criticisms received from Donald J. Bogue,
Donald L. Foley, Leo A. Goodman, Philip M. Hauser, Amos H. Haw-
ley, Richard F. Muth, Albert J. Reiss, Jr., Leo F. Schnore, and Lowdon
Wingo, Jr. We also want to acknowledge the indispensable help of our
cartographer and draftsman, Karel J. Kansky, our statistical assistants,
Nathaniel Hare, Philip M. Marcus, and Erwin Stein, and our com-
petent and faithful typist, Mary Thomas.

In this final paragraph, the director of the research leading to the
completion of Metropolis and Region exercises the prerogative of
speaking for himself 2lone in order to speak more enthusiastically
about the work of his collaborators than would be modest in a collec-
tive statement. For at least one participant observer, this research has
shown that under favorable circumstances teamwork can be personally
gratifying and also—and more important—scientifically productive.
The “favorable circumstances” seemingly have to do more with in-
tellectual congeniality and temperamental compatibility than with
whether the collaborators are co-equals in academic status. In any
event, the parts and the whole of this volume are probably better than,
and certainly different from what they would have been, had any one
of us borne the entire responsibility. It is symbolic of our success in
putting heads together that we can no longer say precisely whose sug-
gestions are embodied in many paragraphs. The general distribution
of effort, however, can be indicated. The procedures outlined in Part
III were in good part developed by Scott, who then painstakingly ap-
plied them in the preparation of four-fifths of the individual city re-
ports in Part IV. The remainder of these reports were prepared by
Lieberson, to whose initiative and persistence much of chapters 5 and
6 is also attributable. Part II is largely a contribution by Beverly Dun-
can, being based on her unpublished dissertation (1957). Chapter 3
draws heavily on the unpublished thesis by Winsborough (1959).
Throughout the volume will be found evidence of idiosyncracies which
these four companions in a research adventure were good enough to
tolerate.

0.D.D.
W.R.S.
S.L.
B.D.
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