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Publishers’ Note

With the publication of the preceding volume, Dr. Sydney S. Gellis
relinquished his editorship of the YEAr Book oF PEbpI1ATRICS. During
the 27 years in this position, he has fashioned the editorial comment
into a personal art form. Each year, thousands of readers turned to the
YEAR Book OF PEDIATRICS to see what Doctor Gellis commented re-
garding the new treatment approaches that were reported in the
pediatric literature. His thoughtful, instructive and, many times,
humorous comments always helped to keep things in perspective. The
publishers wish to thank him for his unstinting editorial effort and
constant cooperation during an association lasting over a quarter of
a century.

We have been fortunate to secure the services of Dr. Frank A. Oski
to become the new editor of the YEAR Book oF PEbpiaTRrICS. He will be
ably assisted by Dr. James A. Stockman, III. Doctor Oski is well
qualified for this responsibility because of his broad clinical in-
terests and superb diagnostic skills. He is an outstanding teacher who
expresses himself clearly — qualities that the reader will find welcome.
We wish Doctors Oski and Stockman well in their new editorship and
feel certain that they will continue the fine traditions of the YEAr
BooK oF PEDIATRICS.



Foreword

Most pediatricians presently in practice have grown up with the
YEAR Book oF PEDIATRICS at their side.

The older editions were edited by Drs. Isaac A. Abt, Henry G. Ponch-
er and Julius B. Richmond and contained very few editorial comments.

Twenty-five years ago, Dr. Sydney S. Gellis added a new dimension
to the YEAR Book. An astute clinician and diagnostician and a consum-
mate teacher, Doctor Gellis began his editorship by adding a few more
editorial comments to the articles. The more recent issues contain
many pithy comments by Doctor Gellis as well as invited comments by
others. For the past few years it was not unusual to read first what
“Gellis says...” and then decide whether or not it was worth one’s time
to read the article. One soon learned that an article not related to the
interests of the reader was made more attractive by Gellis’s sense of
humor.

It is difficult to conceive of a more suitable successor to Abt, Poncher,
Richmond and Gellis than Frank A. Oski. Doctor Oski has many of the
characteristics of his predecessors. He is also an astute clinician and
diagnostician and a superb teacher. Not only has he been accorded
many teaching awards, but he is also past President of the Society for
Pediatric Research, recipient of the Mead Johnson Award in Pediatrics
and the author of classic books on pediatric hematology. His Whole
Pediatrician Catalog has been widely praised for its multiple pearls.
His varied interests guarantee a broad selection of the best of the
year’s published pediatric literature.

Doctor Oski is known for his insatiable energy, enthusiasm and
humor. I feel that these personal qualities will help to insure that the
YEeaR Book oF PEpiaTRICS will continue to be a necessity for residents
and alert pediatricians.

Lewis A. BArNEss, M.D.
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Current Literature Quiz

The significant advances described in this YEAR Book introduce new
diagnostic and therapeutic procedures useful for treating conditions
seen frequently in your practice. The following questionnaire will test
your familiarity with the current literature. The correct answers are
given in the back of the book.

1.

© ® N SUA ® N

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

Children with hypothyroidism often display relative macrocepha-
ly. True or false?

Hypothyroidism should be considered in the differential diagnosis
of precocious puberty. True or false?

All children with thyrotoxicosis will have demonstrable thyroid
enlargement. True or false?

What topics do adolescents wish to learn more about?

What is Nelson’s syndrome?

What complication of tetracycline therapy for acne should be con-
sidered in an adolescent complaining of headache?

Early infant-mother bonding is likely to increase the frequency of
prolonged breast-feeding. True or false?

. Infants are not normally capable of imitating facial gestures until

age 8 - 12 months. True or false?

. The steroid-dependent asthmatic can be expected to derive benefit

from the use of beclomethasone diproprionate aerosol. True or
false?

What new 3,-sympathomimetic agent is superior to epinephrine in
the management of the acute asthmatic attack?

Drugs administered by intermittent positive-pressure breathing
rather than simple nebulization are more effective in the manage-
ment of the acute asthmatic attack. True or false?

What simple physical finding is extremely useful in evaluating the
severity of an asthmatic attack?

Children with bronchiolitis, who never develop asthma, do not
have evidence of impaired pulmonary function when evaluated 10
years after the initial attack. True or false?

What are the common manifestations of the fetal trimethadione
syndrome?

Oral administration of phenytoin is an effective means of achiev-
ing therapeutic drug levels in newborn infants. True or false?
Name two hazards from gasoline sniffing. _
What is an effective drug for the treatment of familial Mediterra-
nean fever?

The use of central nervous stimulants may precipitate attacks of
Gilles de la Tourette’s syndrome. True or false?
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