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Preface by General Editor

When the International Council for Central and East European Studies
(ICCEES) was founded at the first international and multidisciplinary
conference of scholars working in this field, held in Banff, Alberta,
Canada, on 4-7 September 1974, it was given the name International
Committee for Soviet and East European Studies (ICSEES). Its major pur-
pose was to provide for greater exchange between research centres and
scholars around the world who were devoted to the study of the USSR and
the communist states and societies of Eastern Europe. These develop-
ments were the main motivation for bringing together the very different
national organisations in the field and for forming a permanent commit-
tee of their representatives, which would serve as an umbrella organiza-
tion, as well as a promoter of closer co-operation. Four national scholarly
associations launched ICSEES at the Banff conference: the American
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS), the National
Association for Soviet and East European Studies in Great Britain (NASEES),
the British Universities Association of Slavists (BUAS), and the Canadian
Association of Slavists (CAS).

Over the past three decades six additional Congresses have been held: in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, 1980; Washington, USA, 1985; Harrogate,
UK, 1990; Warsaw, Poland, 1995; Tampere, Finland, 2000; and Berlin,
Germany, 2005. The next Congress is scheduled for 2010 in Stockholm,
Sweden. The original four national associations that sponsored the first
congress have been joined by an additional seventeen full and six associate
member associations, with significantly more than a thousand scholars
participating at each of the recent congresses.

It is now a little over three decades since scholars felt the need to
coordinate the efforts in the ‘free world’ to describe and analyse the
Communist political systems, their societies and economies, and East-
West relations in particular. Halfway through this period, the Communist
system collapsed, the region that was the object of study was reorgan-
ized, and many of the new states that emerged set out on a path of demo-
cratic development, economic growth, and, in many cases, inclusion in
Western institutions. The process turned out to be complex, and there
were setbacks. Yet, by 2004, the European Union as well as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization had welcomed those post-Communist states
that had met all of the requirements for membership. Not all of the appli-
cant states achieved this objective; but the process is ongoing. For this
reason, perhaps even more than before, the region that encompassed the
former Communist world demands study, explanation, and analysis, as

Xv



xvi Preface by General Editor

both centripetal and centrifugal forces are at work in each state and
across the region. We are most fortunate that the community of scholars
addressing these issues now includes many astute analysts from the
region itself.

ROGER E. KANET
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