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Foreword

CLYVE JONES

‘... makying true entres and recordys of the thynges doon and past’.

This quotation from the oath taken by Edward North upon his entering the office of
clerk of the parliaments on 12 March 1531 (TNA, C193/1, f. 80v; see below, p. 220)
seems a singularly appropriate description of the career of Sir John Sainty KCB, both as
a clerk of the parliaments himself and of his contribution to English history.

If; as an historian, you have been working on late medieval and modern England, you
will very likely have come across John’s publications. Whether they be mainly on
parliament or officeholding, John’s work is likely to have impinged on aspects of your
research. Much of John’s academic work has being concerned with creating lists, of
parliamentary sources and on voting, of the people holding both national and local
offices, on peerage creations and much more. This kind of very detailed research,
particularly with officeholding where it is important to create an unbroken list of
personnel with accurate dates of tenure (so long as the documentation allows), is often
a minor part of other historians’ wider work, but can be crucial in establishing a viable
foundation on which that work can stand soundly.

Though other historians have sometimes published similar work, nobody can compete
with the range of areas covered by John in establishing a corpus of essential reference
works for historians. Though retired for some time from his official employment, John
continues to publish his historical researches, and long may he do so.

The following articles and notes come from former and present colleagues and friends
who have benefited greatly from John’s publications and his deep knowledge of the
sources, particularly of parliamentary history, from his ideas, criticism, wisdom, and from
his ever-present help, both published and in person. Without him, our own work would
be much the poorer.

* kK

Sometime in the 1970s John attempted, unsuccessfully, to establish ‘The Journal of
Parliamentary History’. The idea of a journal devoted to such a subject inspired, in 1982,
the founders of Parliamentary History. So it can justifiably be said that John was the
godfather to the present journal, and has always been a steadfast supporter, first as a
member of the editorial advisory board, and latterly, as a trustee. Thus it is entirely
appropriate that his Festschrift is published by us.

* k%

As editor of this volume I would like to thank all the authors for their contributions,
Alasdair Hawkyard for compiling the index, and Frances, Lady Sainty, for supplying the
photograph of her husband.

April 2012

© The Parliamentary History Yearbook Trust 2013
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