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Preface

In this new concise edition of The Enduring Vision
we have tried to maintain the strengths of the pre-
vious edition—a strong narrative that interweaves
political, diplomatic, and economic history with
social, cultural, and environmental analysis in a
brief but thorough text that reflects both traditional
concerns and the cutting edge of contemporary his-
torical research. We have tried to use a readable
style throughout, eliminating the social science jar-
gon that both instructors and students (quite cor-
rectly) dislike.

This concise edition of The Enduring Vision in-
terweaves traditional and more recent approaches
to the study of history. In addition to political,
diplomatic, and economic history, for example, the
book examines and integrates social history, cultural
history, the histories of the diverse peoples who
make up our pluralistic society, and environmental
history. We have maintained a balance that reflects
the best of both traditional and the new em-
phases in historical scholarship, a blend that will
serve the modern student well.

Like its predecessor, this is not a “lite” version
of American history. We have retained all the
major topics and issues from the original text to
make this a book suitable for any introductory
United States history course at the freshman or
sophomore level, whether in four-year colleges and
universities or two-year community and junior col-
leges. With nearly 40 percent fewer pages than the
longer book, this concise edition affords the instruc-
tor the opportunity to assign more outside readings
for greater depth.

Throughout this third edition the reader will
encounter substantial changes, changes meant to
deepen, broaden, and clarify our discussion of major
issues. For example, Chapters 2 and 3 have been ex-
tensively reordered to bring together diverse aspects
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of early colonization and to strengthen the discus-
sion of slavery and its transfer across the Atlantic.
Other significant changes include greater discussion
of the Taos pueblo and the Pueblo Revolt; British
perspectives of the coming of the American Revolu-
tion; the rise of the Republican party; the Civil War
in the Trans-Mississippi West; shifting attitudes
toward the environment; fuller analysis of both
Keynesianism and the roots of isolationist ideology;
the Kennedy presidency; recent social and cultural
trends such as mass marketing, mass entertainment,
and the growing political clout of evangelical Chris-
tians; and the complexities and paradoxes of the
first Clinton administration, the “Republican Revo-
lution,” the new worlds of the post-Cold War era
and the postindustrial economy, and the 1996 presi-
dential election. Chronologies and suggested read-
ings have been brought up to date as well.

This concise edition features a generous array of
maps. Reproduced in two colors, they vividly estab-
lish the physical and spatial setting of American
history, enabling the student to grasp both the im-
mensity of the United States and of the North
American continent and the complexities of Native
American and European settlement of that conti-
nent. We chose photographs not only for their
freshness and visual impact but also for their com-
plementarity with the text. Clear, easily understood
charts and other graphics round out the illustra-
tions. Each chapter has an extensive chronology at
the end to help the student to set events in histori-
cal context, and an extensive annotated bibliogra-
phy of the works for further reading or research.

A wide range of ancillaries to aid both instruc-
tor and student is available with The Enduring Vision,
Concise Third Edition. They include the Instructor’s
Resource Manual with Test Items, the Study Guide
with Map Exercises, and a computerized test bank for
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Macintosh and IBM-compatible computers. The in-
structor may also opt to use some of the following
additional supplements for the course and should
contact a Houghton Mifflin sales representative for
more information:

*  Getting the Most out of Your U.S. History Course:
The History Student's Vade Mecum by Neil R.
Stout—a handy, concise student guide to get-
ting the most out of the U.S. history survey
course

® Reading and Writing American History by Peter
Charles Hoffer and William W. Stueck, Vol-
umes 1 and 2—a skills-based sourcebook for
U.S. history students

® Map transparencies

® Enduring Voices Document Sets by James J.
Lorence, Volumes 1 and 2

e Surveying the Land: Skills and Exercises in U.S.
Historical Geography by Robert B. Grant, Vol-

umes 1 and 2
e Atlas of American History

® The Houghton Mifflin Guide to the Internet for
History

Writing and publishing a book of this complexity is
never easy, and [ would like to thank those individ-
uals whose support and help has made this revised
edition possible with minimum stress: my daughter,
Lee Anne Hawley; my friends, especially James D.
Heil; my colleagues, especially James A. Hall; and
the editorial and production staff at Houghton

Mifflin. We changed publishers in the midst of

preparations for this third edition, and the hard
work and intelligence of the Houghton Mifflin peo-
ple made what could have been a logistical night-
mare into a smooth transition. My special thanks to
Pat Coryell, senior sponsoring editor; Jeff Greene,
senior associate editor; and Rosemary Winfield,
senior project editor.

Finally, reviewers at all stages of the revision
process have made this a stronger and better book
through their suggestions and their general enthusi-
asm. However, we must note that errors are ours
alone.

Robert H. Tomlinson, Southwest Virginia
Community College

Ronald C. McArthur, Atlantic Community
College

James W. McKee, Jr., East Tennessee State
University

George C. Rable, Anderson University
Karin A. Wulf, American University
Martin B. Cohen, George Mason University
Geoffrey Plank, University of Cincinnati
Michael J. Morgan, Rose State College

We are most grateful to them all.

We welcome all our readers’ suggestions, queries,
and criticisms. Please send them to Houghton
Mifflin at this e-mail address: history@hmco.com.

S.M. H.
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