TIMOTHY AYIEKO ONDURU

ECONOMIC CHANGE:
AFRICAN RESPONSE TO

COLONIAL CAPITALISM

A CASE STUDY OF SOUTH NYANZA, KENYA, 1880
TO 1945




TIMOTHY AYIEKO ONDURU

ECONOMIC CHANGE: AFRICAN
RESPONSE TO COLONIAL
CAPITALISM

A CASE STUDY OF SOUTH NYANZA, KENYA,
1880 TO 1945

S,

Y R ;
H N L Ti
..3L

77& :\h; =)

VDM Verlag Dr. Miiller



Impressum/Imprint (nur fir Deutschland/ only for Germany)

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek: Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische
Daten sind im Internet Gber http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

Alle in diesem Buch genannten Marken und Produktnamen unterliegen warenzeichen-, marken-
oder patentrechtlichem Schutz bzw. sind Warenzeichen oder eingetragene Warenzeichen der
jeweiligen Inhaber. Die Wiedergabe von Marken, Produktnamen, Gebrauchsnamen,
Handelsnamen, Warenbezeichnungen u.s.w. in diesem Werk berechtigt auch ohne besondere
Kennzeichnung nicht zu der Annahme, dass solche Namen im Sinne der Warenzeichen- und
Markenschutzgesetzgebung als frei zu betrachten waren und daher von jedermann benutzt
werden durften.

Coverbild: www.ingimage.com

Verlag: VDM Verlag Dr. Miiller GmbH & Co. KG

Dudweiler Landstr. 99, 66123 Saarbricken, Deutschland

Telefon +49 681 9100-698, Telefax +49 681 9100-988

Email: info@vdm-verlag.de

Zugl.: Johannesburg, The University of Witwatersrand, Diss., 2009

Herstellung in Deutschland:
Schaltungsdienst Lange 0.H.G., Berlin
Books on Demand GmbH, Norderstedt
Reha GmbH, Saarbriicken

Amazon Distribution GmbH, Leipzig
ISBN: 978-3-639-09645-3

Imprint (only for USA, GB)

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek: The Deutsche
Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed
bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http:/dnb.d-nb.de.

Any brand names and product names mentioned in this book are subject to trademark, brand
or patent protection and are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders. The
use of brand names, product names, common names, trade names, product descriptions etc.
even without a particular marking in this works is in no way to be construed to mean that such
names may be regarded as unrestricted in respect of trademark and brand protection legislation
and could thus be used by anyone.

Cover image: www.ingimage.com

Publisher: VDM Verlag Dr. Muller GmbH & Co. KG
Dudweiler Landstr. 99, 66123 Saarbriicken, Germany
Phone +49 681 9100-698, Fax +49 681 9100-988
Email: info@vdm-publishing.com

Printed in the U.S.A.
Printed in the U.K. by (see last page)
ISBN: 978-3-639-09645-3

Copyright © 2010 by the author and VDM Verlag Dr. Miiller GmbH & Co. KG
and licensors
All rights reserved. Saarbriicken 2010



DEDICATION
This book is in honour of my late father, Gideon Onduru Mbeche, who passed away in July
1989. It was for his love for education that I dedicate this book to him. He provided equall

educational opportunities to all his sons and daughters without favour or discrimination.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
My interest in South Nyanza was initially stimulated by the stereotypes I used to hear
mentioned about the people of South Nyanza. The stereotypes included claims such as the
households in South Nyanza were not as “developed” as the rest of the Luo. The stereotypes
were mainly propagated by non-South Nyanza Luo. Some scholars also alleged that before
colonial rule, no documentary records existed on South Nyanza. The colonial district
administrators also propagated these stereotypes. These stereotypes impressed upon me to
undertake a study of South Nyanza to investigate how the households in South Nyanza

responded to colonialism.

The completion of this book came to fruition as a result of the support and assistance of a
number of institutions and individuals. Foremost, I am most grateful to my supervisor
Professor Philip Bonner for his exemplary guidance throughout the write-up of this work.
Professor Bonner provided constructive suggestions that shaped this study to its conclusion.
Professor Bonner identified for me some of the relevant sources which I utilised in this study.
I was humbled by his patience and intellectual insight during the course of the write-up. I do

not have enough words with which to express my gratitude to Professor Bonner.

I am also grateful to the University of the Witwatersrand that granted me postgraduate merit
award that went towards meeting part of financial expenses for a duration of three years. My
appreciation also goes to the Department of History, Wits University, that funded my field
research in Kenya. I also extend unlimited thanks to Moi University for granting me a study

leave with pay to pursue my doctoral studies at the University of the Witwatersrand.

I am indebted to the staff members of the Department of History, Wits University, for the
valuable advice they offered during proposal and write-up of this work. I highly appreciate
the advice of Professor Peter Delius and Doctor Stephan Schirmer who provided guidance
during the initial stages of this study. I appreciate Professor Delius’s suggestion that I should
look at missionary sources for information on South Nyanza during the pre-colonial period.
am equally grateful to other members of staff, Professor Clive Glaser, Professor Cynthia Kros
(now at the Wits School of Arts), Doctor Peter Lekgoathi and Doctor Noor Nieftagodien for

all their advice during the proposal stage and the write-up of this book.



My appreciation also goes to the members of staff of Kenya National Archives, Nairobi, who
were friendly and helpful during my research at the archives. They provided me with all the
relevant files. I also acknowledge with appreciation the assistance of members of staff of the
various libraries at the University of the Witwatersrand, more particularly Willam Cullen
Library where I carried out most of my research. The cooperation of these members of staff

made this arduous and challenging undertaking a worthy course.

My acknowledgement goes to Nicole Ulrich, a comrade, who availed her computer to me to
use during the write-up of this book. Her encouragement to me during my study at Wits is
highly appreciated. My appreciation also goes to Doctor Arriana Lissoni, a post-doctoral
student in History, who constantly motivated me during the write-up. I also gained a lot from

her skills in computer, which she unreservedly offered whenever I needed her assistance.

I must not ignore to acknowledge the assistance I received from my friend Paul Gaya of Moi
University, who organised, on my behalf, finances whenever the need arose. He never
disappointed me on this. I do not have appropriate words with which to thank him. I also
acknowledge the assistance I reveived from my brother Shadrack Onduru who availed his car
for me to use during field oral interviews. My appreciation also goes to my brother Richard
Onduru, who accompanied me during field oral interviews and assisted me in identifying
potential interviewees. My heartfelt gratitude goes to my wife, Jane, who during my long
absence from home bore the burden of family responsibilities. Without her cooperation, this

study would not have been a success.

Finally, special thanks go to Dr. Mellitus Wanyama and Mr. Maina Sammy for helping with

editorial work in the preparation of this book.

iii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DEDICATION i
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS il
TABLE OF CONTENTS iv
LIST OF TABLES vi
CHAPTER ONE 1
INTRODUCTION 1
Background to the study 1
Aims of the Study 3
Rationale 5
Conceptual Framework: 6
Research Methodology 16
Chapters Presentation 42
CHAPTER TWO 45
PRE-COLONIAL SOUTH NYANZA, 1880 TO 1902 45
INTRODUCTION 45
The peopling of South Nyanza 45
Geographical Setting 46
Soils 48
Natural Resources 49
PRE-COLONIAL SOUTH NYANZA 52
Social Organisation 52
ECONOMIC ORGANISATION 60
Pastoralism 62
Agricultural Organisation 7
Fishing 81
Trade 82
POLITICAL ORGANISATION 92
CONCLUSION 95
CHAPTER THREE 96
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COLONIAL RULE IN SOUTH NYANZA, 1903 TO 1914
96
INTRODUCTION 96
(1) Resistance Against British Colonisation 97
(ii) Co-operation 98
Colonial Administration 100
COLONIAL DEMANDS 110
(i) Taxation 110
(ii) Cash Crop Production 113
(iii) Wage Labour: 125
(iv) Western Education 129
AGENTS OF REACTIONS TO, AND APPROPRIATIONS OF CHANGE -—-—-—— 135
(i) Nomia Luo Mission 138

(ii) The Cult of Mumbo 140

iv



CONCLUSION

CHAPTER FOUR

AGRARIAN TRANSFORMATION, 1914 TO 1930
INTRODUCTION

The Impact of War and the Post-War Depression, 1914 to 1930

Changes in Agricultural Production

146
149
149

149
150

167

Cotton

Changes in Technology

Infrastructure

Missionaries

Trade and Marketing
CONCLUSION

CHAPTER FIVE

AGRARIAN TRANSFORMATION, 1930 TO 1945
INTRODUCTION

CHANGES IN PRODUCTION, 1930 TO 1945

Famines of the Early 1930s

Ch in Crop production, 1930 to 1945

=)

Western Education

178
180
183
187

191
193
193
193

193
194

211
217

African Participation in Trade

The Second World War, 1939 to 1945
CONCLUSION

CHAPTER SIX

WAGE LABOUR PERSPECTIVES, 1920 TO 1945
INTRODUCTION

CHANGES IN LABOUR PATTERNS, 1920 TO 1930
Changes in Labour Patterns, 1930 to 1945

222
225
227
227
227

228
244

255

The Impact of the Second World War, 1939 to 1945

The Impact of Migrant Wage Labour
CONCLUSION

CHAPTER SEVEN

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

259
263
265

265
265

The Paradigm of Change in South Nyanza, 1880 to 1945
BIBLIOGRAPHY

275



LIST OF TABLES

Table 3.1 Loeafiohs aild Chiefs.....ccxunmimamanmen g oo 108
Table 3.2 Tax Collection in South Kavirondo and Other Districts.........cccocreeverenvireeerrannns. 112
Table 3.3 Sesame as One of the Leading Cash Crops from South Kavirondo...........c.cceee.... 115
Table 3.4 African Produce Exported from Various Stations and Lake Ports in Nyanza
PTOVANCE, 190940 TOLE TEONS).russmsessmmvassrvvsessoss ivsesssenssososssseostesvenssisisess s wussssssssss 120
Table 4.1 Figures of Labour/Conscription from Kavirondo DiStricts..........c.ccceuneeercecrnnenan 153
Table 4.2 Labour Registered in the Province in 1916..........coceuruecrunicerincninicenceneenerenens 154
Table 4.3 Labour Recruited within and outside the District: 1913 to 1917....c.cccevcevcrrennnnas 155
Table 4.4 A list of Commodities Produced and Sold in the District in 1917.......ccccccecvuennnee. 160
Table 4.5 Comparative Statement of Export from South Kavirondo into
Kisumu, 1919-1920 and 1923.......ocouieieeieeieeceeeeeeeeceveseeseseeseseesess e seesesessenesnens 165
Table 4.6 A list of Produce Sold in the District Excluding COtton..........ceveveriveerrencesuennnes 168
Table 4.7 Exports from the Lake Ports in South Kavirondo District in 1925.........ccceveveunene 170
Table 4.8 Maize Exports from the District: 1908-1912.........ccceeveverereercecrererrereseeee e 174
Table 4.9 Maize and other Export Crops at Homa Bay and Karungu Port.........c..cccccecuvuncne. 175
Table 4.10 Exports from Kendu Bay from April 1913 to March 1914..........cccccoennnencinnnns 176
Table 4.11 Sales of Agricultural Implements in Kisumu, 1927-1930........ccccecevvevererirrererenne 179
Table 5.1 African Produce Sent from Kisumu Railway Station and
Piers (t0ns): 1922-1933...cussssssssssusisessssssssssisssnisisssssssisssssssnssissatsssasisssasioaissisesssns 199
Table 5.2 Purchase of Cotton, 1934/1945 SEaSOMN.........ccccceueveeeeeeeirrereeesrereererereessssseessesennes 203
Table 5.3 Expansion of Cotton Production in South Nyanza, 1930 to 1936..........ccccecerernen 204
Table 5.4 Comparative Table of Export Produce including Local Sales.............ccccvvrerennenn. 207
Table 5.5 Growth in EXport Production..........c.cceueueeurueecisieiercesieeeeec s eesssesseesnssesasenes 208
Table 5.6 Ransomes IMPIEMENLS.........c.ccveueermirieieinineieieieieisisieseeeetsesetssssssseessesesesessnsasssasnes 209
Table 5.7 List of the Market Inspection Scheme in Force, 1934.........cccovvveviveiiereriennennnenan 218
Table 6.1 Regional Variations in Labour Participation in Nyanza
Province:  1912-1929....ccuimiicrierree ettt cescssaes st saes s stse st senes 231
Table 6.2 Labour Registered for Work outside and inside the District..........oceccveerrverererernens 233
Table 6.3 Labour Registered for Work outside and inside the District..........ccccovvvvveevererenenen. 233
Table 6.4 Labour Returns for South Kavirondo, 1922..........occovieeveeeeeneneseereerrsneseeeeevennn 238
Table 6.5 Population i 1926 ....uuawisisisismissimissiminsisesssssevisisissnsionsossisss ssssssassssrinosassias ssan 239
Table 6.6 Engagement of Men from South Kavirondo in migrant Labour in 1929............... 241
Table 6.7 Decrease of Indentured LabOUTETS...........ccoeeururirriniieeeneneniesessseesenesesesesennns 245

vi



Table 6.8 Yearly Growth in Production 249

vii



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

This study is concerned with the analysis of agrarian change in South Nyanza between 1880
and 1945. The pre-colonial period provides a critical background for an analysis of the
process of change that took place in the area during the colonial period. Most case studies of
Nyanza's colonial history have emphasised one aspect, the process of economic change. This
study goes beyond this limitation and focuses on the effects of the process of change on the

gender, generational and political structure in the area during the period under review.

Most of the studies of Nyanza have relied on oral traditions and archival records as primary
sources in assessing the process of change. These studies have scarcely utilised the rich pre-
colonial documentation in analysing the process of change during the pre-colonial and the
colonial period. Evidence from South Nyanza, however, shows that the area, and Nyanza in
general, is rich in documentary records of the pre-colonial period. Such pre-colonial records
include those by European missionaries who were based at the coast such as those by
Reverend Wakefield and Archdeacon Farler.! Records of other missionaries and explorers
who visited the interior of East Africa include those of Krapf, Ludwig and New.?

This study fills this gap by utilising the limited information of pre-colonial South Nyanza
contained in these documentary records for the reconstruction of the pre-colonial history of
the area. In a study such as this, it is significant to have a background of the pre-colonial
history of the area in order to assess the historical process of change during the colonial
period. This evidence provides crucial primary information of the economy of South Nyanza

during pre-colonial times. In addition to these pre-colonial primary sources, this study also

'Wakefield, T. (Reverend), ‘Routes of Native Caravans from the Coast to the Interior of Eastern Africa, Chiefly
from the Information given by Sadi Bin Ahedi, a Native of a District near Gazi, in Udigo, a little North of
Zanzibar’, The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, 40 (1870), pp. 303-338.
Farler, V. J. P. (Archdeacon), ‘Native Routes in East Africa from Pangani to the Masai Country and the Victoria
Nyanza’, Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, New Monthly Series, vol. IV, 1882, pp. 737-744.

, ‘The Usambara Country in East Africa’, Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. I, 1879,

p. 81-97.

?Krapf, J. L. Travels and Missionary Labour in East Africa, Truner and Co. Peternoster Row, Londo, 1860.
Ludwig, V. H. Discoveries of Lake Rudolf and Stefanie, vol. 1, Longmans, Green, and Co., London, New York,
1894.
Thomson, J. Through Masai Land, London, 1885.
New, C. Life, Wanderings, and Labour in East Africa, Frank Cass and Co. Ltd, London, First edition, 1873,
second, 1874, Third, 1971.



utilises other primary sources such as oral information gathered from the field, as well as
archival sources, which were accessed at the Kenya National Archives in Nairobi. The
archival records utilised in the study include District and Provincial Annual Reports on
agriculture, marketing, trade and general administration of the district. Archival reports on

missionary activities in the district and the province in general are also utilised in the study.

During the colonial period, South Nyanza formed part of South Kavirondo District (originally
called Ugaya District). In the context used here, the area refers to the geo-political region that
embraces the following districts: Rachuonyo, Homa Bay, Rongo, Migori and Suba districts.

The region is predominantly occupied by the Nilotic Luo.

The main economic activities in which the households in South Nyanza were engaged during
the pre-colonial period were agricultural production, cattle keeping, fishing and trade. In
addition, such households were also involved in subsidiary economic activities such as
hunting, gathering and handicrafts. Agricultural production was the primary economic
activity in South Nyanza by the 1870s. In the distant past, the primary economic activity of
the households in South Nyanza was cattle keeping. Trade was however also an important
component of the economy of the households in South Nyanza. The households in South
Nyanza were involved in both internal and external trade with the neighbouring communities

as well as with the Arabs and Swahili traders from the East African coast.

South Nyanza was not organised into a single political unit, but was composed of numerous
independent chieftaincies. This meant that the area was in a vulnerable position. The
households were subjected to frequent internal clan wars, which involved different
chieftaincies. These wars revolved around the issues of land and cattle raids. In addition, the
Arabs and Swahili slave traders from the coast frequently raided the households in South

Nyanza.

South Nyanza was located in a hostile environment, infested with tsetse flies. The toll it took
in cattle (via nagana) as well as in human beings (via sleeping sickness) caused enormous
loss of life in the area. In addition, in the area located along Lake Victoria, malaria was (and
still is) a major killer disease. These were the major diseases in South Nyanza during the pre-
colonial era. Therefore, before the area was colonised by Britain in 1903, South Nyanza was

in a state of flux. The establishment of colonial rule in South Nyanza brought order and



stability to the area as internal and inter-ethnic wars as well as slave raids were finally

brought to an end and the households lived a settled life under a new political dispensation.

Aims of the Study

Based on the above brief background, this study aims to analyse the process of change that
occurred in South Nyanza during pre-colonial and colonial times. The bulk of this book
centres on the colonial period. During the pre-colonial era, this study investigates changes
that occurred in the economy of South Nyanza, what brought about the changes, the response
of the people to the changes and their impact on the gender, generational and political
structures in the area. The aim of analysing the pre-colonial economy is to provide a
background to understanding the process of change that occurred in South Nyanza during the

colonial period.

During the colonial era, the book focuses on the role that the colonial administrators (the
colonial state) and Christian missionaries played in enhancing the process of change. The
study examines the response of the households in South Nyanza to the changes that were
promoted by colonial capitalism. This work probes whether the people were coerced or
voluntarily engaged in colonial capitalism. As the study demonstrates, initially, the
households in South Nyanza were coerced to engage in the colonial economy. But as the

colonial demands soared, the households voluntarily engaged in the colonial economy.

South Nyanza was the last region to be colonised in 1903, after the rest of Nyanza Province
had been conquered in 1900. The study investigates whether there was a correlation between
late conquest and entry into the colonial economy. Case studies on Nyanza such as those by
Hay, Francis and Maxon have shown that people immediately joined the colonial economy
when the area was colonised in 1900.> As this work reveals, there was no correlation between
conquest and entry into the colonial economy in the case of South Nyanza. Several
underlying factors precluded the households in South Nyanza from immediately engaging in
the colonial economy when the area was colonised in 1903. Foremost was the lack of
infrastructure that connected South Nyanza to the centres of economic activity. Secondly, the

area was peripheral to the centres of economic development, for instance, Kisumu.

3 Hay, J. M. ‘Economic Change in Luoland, Kowe, 1890-1945", Ph.D. Thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1972;
Francis, E. ‘Migration and Changing Division of Labour’, Africa, vol. 65, 1995; Maxon, R. M. Going Their

Separate Ways: Agrarian Transformation in Kenya, 1930-1950, Associated University Presses, Cranbury,
London, Ontario, 2003.
3



South Nyanza was sparsely populated, possessed plenty of livestock and was rich in
agricultural produce. This book investigates whether these factors hampered or enhanced
engagement in the colonial economy. Studies on Central Nyanza, North Nyanza and Central
Province demonstrate that due to population pressure, these areas immediately joined the
colonial economy when the areas were colonised.* This study reveals that low population
density in South Nyanza, large-scale cattle keeping and wealth derived from agricultural
proceeds initially acted as deterrents to most households in South Nyanza engaging in
colonial migrant wage labour. As this work shows, lack of population pressure on land meant
that households in South Nyanza were able to engage in cattle keeping and agricultural
production; the proceeds of which they used to meet colonial demands during the first two

decades of colonial rule.

South Nyanza was peripheral to the major centres of the colonial economy, notably Kisumu,
and lacked infrastructure linking it to Kisumu. This study examines how this factor impacted
on the engagement of households in the colonial economy. Studies conducted on Central
Nyanza show that its proximity to Kisumu and the railway line provided opportunities to
households in Central Nyanza immediately to engage in the colonial economy.’ As this study
demonstrates, the location of South Nyanza far from Kisumu slowed such a process. The
households in South Nyanza were unable to immediately engage in migrant wage labour
because they were disconnected from the existing colonial opportunities in Kisumu and

elsewhere in the country.

The study also investigates whether the process of change was either a pre-colonial or a
colonial phenomenon. As this work reveals, the process of change in South Nyanza was a
continuous process both during the pre-colonial and colonial period. During the pre-colonial
period, economic change was principally facilitated by natural calamities such as cattle
epidemics. During the colonial era, the process of change was enhanced by the introduction

of new crops as well as new agricultural implements into South Nyanza.

This book also probes the impact of the process of change on the gender, generational and

political structure of the households in South Nyanza. The study investigates the impacts

* Hay, J. M.*Economic Change in Luoland’; Onduru, T. A. ‘Some Aspects of Economic Change in Kano,
Kenya, 1850-1963°, M.A. Thesis, University of Nairobi, 1992; Francis, E. ‘Migration and Changing Division of
Labour’, Affica, vol.; Tignor, R. L. The Colonial Transfornation of Kenya: Kamba, Kikuyu and Maasai from
1900 to 1939, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1976.
“ Hay, J. M. “Economic Change in Luoland’; Onduru, T. A. ‘Some Aspects of Economic Change’; Francis, E.
‘Migration and Changing Division of Labour’, Africa.

4



during the pre-colonial and colonial period. It demonstrates that the process of change had a
myriad of effects on the gender, generational and political structure of the households in
South Nyanza. For instance, during the colonial period, youths who engaged in the colonial
economy became independent from the control of elders, in contrast to the pre-colonial
period when the youths remained under the control of the elders. By investigating the impact
of the process of change, this work assesses the process of change on the households and the

economy of South Nyanza during the pre-colonial and colonial period.

Rationale

One of the critical aspects of Kenya’s history during the colonial era was the process of
agrarian transformation in rural areas where the vast majority of Kenyans lived and still live.
It is, therefore, in the rural areas that the real impact of colonialism must ultimately be
assessed, and yet this micro-economic dimension of Kenyan history has not been adequately
studied in some areas of Kenya by historians and other scholars. Most studies by economic
historians have tended to focus on larger units such as province or the country as a whole.

This, then, is one rationale of the present study of South Nyanza.

In addition, none of the previous case studies carried out on the process of change in Nyanza
Province such as those by Fearn, Hay, Pala, Butterman and Francis has focused on the impact
of the process of change on the gender, generational and political structures.® These studies
principally focused on agrarian transformation during the colonial period. They looked
mainly at the new crops and agricultural implements that were added to the economies of
their respective areas of study. This study is therefore a departure from the previous case

studies.

Regional studies such as the present one are significant in the sense that they take cognisance
of the diversity of the country. Findings from this study will provide useful insights for
comparative purposes with other case studies already carried out on Nyanza as well as other
regions within Kenya. This study is therefore a significant source of information for scholars

who are interested in micro-economic studies of rural Kenya.

¢ Fearn, H. An African Economy: A Study of Economic Development of the Nyanza Province of Kenya, 1903-
1953, University Press, London, 1961; Hay, J. M. ‘Economic Change in Luoland’; Pala, A. O. ‘Changes in
Economy and Ideology: A Study of the Joluo of Kenya (with special reference to women)’, Ph. D. Thesis,
Harvard University, 1977; Butterman, J. M. ‘Social Formation in Change; Karachuonyo and Kanyamkago’, Ph.
D. thesis, Syracuse University, 1979; Francis, E. ‘Migration and Changing Division of Labour’, Africa.

5




Conceptual Framework

This study is guided by articulation as a conceptual framework in analysing the process of
change in South Nyanza during the colonial period. ‘Articulation’ is the most distinct and
critical concept to emerge from the Marxist critique of dependency theory in the so-called
‘modes of production controversy’.” Some elements of dependency theory are also utilised in
this analysis, namely, the issue of transfer of surplus from Third World countries by
international capital. This forms an important issue for dependency theorists. This transfer
takes place through persistent negative terms of trade, which obtains in international markets
to the detriment of local producers. As dependency theorists have observed, the relationship
between Third World countries and developed countries is one of exploitation. The
exploitation takes place through trade since the terms of trade are set by the developed
countries in a manner entirely advantageous to them. The whole import-export relationship
between Africa and its trading partners is one of unequal exchange and exploitation. The
other element, which is a common theme in all dependency writing, is a rapid penetration of
pre-capitalist relations of production and their incorporation into the world capitalist
economy, which condemns them into subordinate positions in the international system.
Studies carried out on Kenya’s colonial economy based on dependency and articulation
perspectives have revealed that African wealth, both in the form of labour and agricultural
produce, was transferred from the African sector to European, and partially to the Asian,
sectors, which is another way of describing the essence of colonialism.” This process ranged
from cattle raids, forced labour, regressive taxation and the restructuring of local economies.
This resulted in the incorporation of the indigenous economies into unequal relations with

colonial capitalism as well as with the international world economy.

The notion of articulation of a number of modes of production, which were dominated by the
capitalist mode, aimed at explaining underdevelopment and the persistence of pre-capitalist
forms of production in Third World countries. The key question was: How does capitalism
become dominant in regions such as Africa without replicating itself in each instance? After

about a century of colonial rule and independent national existence in Africa, ‘the relations of

7 Berman, B. ‘Structure and Process in Bureaucratic States of Colonial Africa’, in Berman, B. and Lonsdale, J.
Unhappy Valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa: Book One: State and Class, James Currey, London, Heinemann
(Kenya) Nairobi, Ohoi University Press, Athens, 1992.

° Brett, E. A. Colonialism and Underdevelopment in East Africa, Heinemann, London, 1973; Atieno-Odhiambo,
E. S. ‘The Rise and Decline of the Kenyan Peasant, 1888-1922’, The Paradox of Collaboration and Other
Essays, East Africa Literature Bureau, Nairobi, 1974; Leys, C. Underdevelopment in Kenya: The Political
Economy of Neo-Colonialism, East African Educational Publishers, Nairobi, 1975; Leys, C. The Rise and Fall
of Underdevelopment Theory, East Africa Educational Publishers, Nairobi, Indiana, 1996.



production in which the peasantry are involved are necessarily posed in relation to the
development of capital’; in analysing the persistence of the peasantry ‘the passive notion of
survival is dropped and the question changes to that of reproduction of the peasantry and its

utility to imperialism’.'®

The reproduction of the peasantry and pre-capitalist forms of production are thus seen as
necessary and functional for capital. The reproduction, rather than expropriation, of the
peasantry in Africa represents an ongoing process of primitive accumulation that is an
intrinsic part of capital’s development.'" In Rey’s model of articulation, the subordinated
mode of production continues to exist for a considerable duration of time, maintaining some
degree of autonomy in its transactions with the dominant capitalist mode, and capital may
contribute to the rise of a new non-capitalist modes.'? The existence of subordinate and
dominated pre-capitalist modes are noted to be crucial for the continued expanded

reproduction of capital in metropolitan centers of development.

Articulation is defined as the linkage of two societies, neither exemplifying a mode of
production in its ‘pure’ form, but each nonetheless dominated by a different developmental

dynamics.'® As Bernstain pointed out:

A dominant capitalism subjects the elements of other modes of production to the needs
and logic of its own functioning and integrates them, more or less, in the mechanisms of
its reproduction...there is no question that the ‘autonomy’ of the pre-capitalist modes of
relation of production are preserved, nor any doubt that the law of motion governing the
articulation is determined by capital."*

The key issue to be addressed, then, is the nature and form of penetration of peasant
production; and the critical moment of this process is the annihilation of the cycle of simple
reproduction of the indigenous domestic economy via monetization of at least some aspects
of material production. The initial break in the self-sufficiency of pre-capitalist production in
Africa was achieved either peacefully through the merchant capital (‘market incentives’) or

through the colonial state by the use of forced labour, taxation or the compulsory production

' Cooper, F. ‘Africa and the World Economy’, African Studies Review, Vol. 24, Nos. 1-3, 1981, pp. 1-86;
Berman, B. ‘Structure and Process in a Bureaucratic Society’, in Berman, B. and Lonsdale, J. Unhappy Valley.

" Meillassoux, C. L. Anthropologie Economique des Gouro de Cote'd Ivoir, Paris, Mounton, 1964, cited in
Butterman, J. M. ‘Luo Social Formation in Change’.

"2 Rey, P. P. Les Alliance des Classes, Paris, 1973, cited in Butterman, J. M. ‘Luo Social Formation in Change’.
1 Berman, B. *Structure and Process in Bureaucratic Society’, Unhappy Valley.

' Bernstain, H. ‘Capital and Peasantry in the Epoch of Imperialism’, Economic Research Bureau, University of
Dar-es —Salaam, Occasional Paper 7 (2), 1977.
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