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Preface

In constructing this text, my intent was to tap three bountiful wellsprings of
information: teacher craft wisdom, research findings relative to instruction, and
well grounded theories. Each of these streams affords both neophytes and expe-
rienced teachers abundant insights into how effective social studies instruction
can be nurtured and sustained.

Craft wisdom is that residual base of rich, informed, and practical knowledge
that effective teachers have shared for centuries, often through oral rather than
written histories. It embodies the lode of stories and case studies that experi-
enced successful teachers have passed along about “things that worked well for
me” and “the pitfalls I have learned to avoid.” Craft wisdom also includes the
identification of instructional materials and resources that have been tested
under real classroom conditions and found to be exemplary.

Such practitioner craft wisdom often is buttressed neither by theory nor
research—much like aspects of folk medicine. Instead, it derives its credibility
and permanency from the number of iterations of success that teachers have
encountered in applying it. Teachers are not always sure why something
worked or whether others will have similar success under different classroom
conditions. What they can affirm are consistent positive results.

Research and theory, in turn, offer complementary insights into how teach-
ers might most effectively teach social studies. These represent the accumula-
tions of scholars’ tested conclusions under controlled conditions and in varied
settings over time. They also include scholars’ hypotheses and reflective deduc-
tions undergirded by logic and evidence.

Properly focused, research and theory can yield practical applications and
identify areas that require attention in our social studies classes. Researchers and
theorists also can aid us in designing and selecting materials and texts that engage
students and stimulate reflection. Additionally, they can provide us with models
for analyzing our teaching behaviors and generating new instructional strategies.

Old friends comparing the first edition with the second will find its founda-
tional themes intact and its point of view burnished. To wit, as a central thesis, I
contend a well-balanced social studies program consists of matters of the head,
the hand, and the heart. Following on this metaphor, I continue to hold that the
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fundamental purpose of the social studies should be the development of reflective,
competent, and concerned citizens. 1 also reassert the importance of theory,
research, and craft wisdom as beacons for effective social studies teaching. In
this context, throughout the text, constructivist approaches that engage stu-
dents in meaningful activities are emphasized.

Features of This Text

This book was designed to assist preservice and inservice elementary and middle
grades teachers in becoming more effective teachers of social studies. The text is
meant to be used in a variety of settings, such as group activities and work-
shops. Toward these ends, several steps have been taken to make it readable and
understandable to audiences with different levels of experiences and needs.

Each chapter has a detailed outline on the opening page to serve as an
advance organizer. Also, throughout the text, key terms appear in bold face in
the text and in color in the margin to alert the reader to their importance. At the
end of each chapter, two types of activities are suggested to apply and extend
learning: those to be completed individually and others to be done in groups.

Numerous field-tested lessons and activities are sprinkled throughout the
text. These are borrowed from a variety of sources and reflect a combination of
craft wisdom, research, and theory. They cover the primary, intermediate, and
middle grades. For easy reference, a list of these lessons and activities appears at
the end of the Contents.

Organization

Chapter 1 offers an overview of the foundations of the social studies curriculum
and advances a perspective on what exemplary social studies teaching entails.
Chapters 2 and 3 explore the sources of the social studies curriculum, the rela-
tionship of the social sciences to the social studies, and alternative views con-
cerning what the social studies curriculum should be.

Planning and instructional strategies constitute the core of the book and the
focus of Chapters 4 through 8. In Chapter 9 I address the urgent and complex
issue of how to prepare children to live in a global and culturally diverse world.
Chapter 10 is devoted to strategies for aiding students in comprehending, com-
municating, and remembering social studies subject matter. Finally, Chapters 11
through 13 consider, respectively, ways to enrich classroom activities through
technology, assist students with special needs, and assess the outcomes of social
studies instruction.

New to This Edition

There are notable changes small and large in this revision. In order to more ade-
quately address emerging issues concerning national curriculum standards and
multicultural education, Chapters 3 and 9 have been modified. In Chapter 12,
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the focus on the reading-writing-listening—social studies connection and the
integration of children’s literature into the social studies curriculum has been
sharpened. Similarly, the discussions of portfolios and authentic assessments in
Chapter 13 have undergone changes. Also, the discussion of learning styles in
Chapter 12 has been updated to reflect the latest work of Howard Gardner and
his associates.

The most dramatic change in this new edition deals with technology appli-
cations in the social studies—a fast-moving target. Chapter 11 has been exten-
sively updated, but with the discomforting awareness that the swiftness of new
advances in computer-based technologies will outpace our capacity to keep the
reader current.

To further heighten the technology strand in the book, two actions were
taken. At relevant points throughout the text, examples of social studies soft-
ware are cited. Also, in those sections of the text that call for the use of a com-
puter to illustrate a point, an icon will appear in the margin as shown here.

Like its predecessor, this text ultimately must contend with a host of others
in the marketplace of ideas, staking out its own claims to uniqueness, credibil-
ity, utility, and significance. In that arena, I believe the new book is well armed.
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