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Preface

The International Conference on Asian Digital Libraries (ICADL) was born in
Hong Kong in 1998 and hosted in Taipei (1999), Seoul (2000), Bangalore (2001),
Singapore (2002), Kuala Lumpur (2003), Shanghai (2004) and Bangkok (2005).
ICADL 2006 held in Kyoto, Japan was the 9th of the ICADL series. ICADL has
been recognized as an important event for the digital library communities not
only in Asia but also globally. The primary mission of ICADL, like the Joint
Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL) and European Conference on Digital
Libraries (ECDL), is to serve as a forum for exchange of new advanced tech-
nologies and ideas among researchers and practitioners. In addition, ICADL as
a conference based in Asia is an important event not only for people in devel-
oped countries but also in developing countries where there is large diversity in
culture, language and development.

ICADL 2006 received 170 paper submissions from 23 countries. Every submis-
sion was reviewed by at least three reviewers. The Program Committee selected
46 full papers and 14 short papers based on the quality and contribution to
digital library research. ICADL as well as JCDL and ECDL cover a wide range
of information technologies for digital libraries as well as the human and social
aspects of digital libraries. The topics of the papers in the proceedings include
information extraction, information retrieval, metadata, architectures for digi-
tal libraries and archives, ontologies, information seeking, cultural heritage and
e-learning.

The Program Committee accepted six papers as posters from those submitted
primarily by authors from developing countries in Asia. In general, it is difficult
for authors in developing countries to get their papers accepted in major dig-
ital library conferences. Through this new category in ICADL, the Program
Co-chairs hope to enable Asian authors to present their works to the global
community and to inform the global community of activities in Asia.

ICADL 2006 is proud of our distinguished keynote and invited speakers. Their
experiences, activities and perspectives for the future are very valuable to the
global digital library community. ICADL 2006 organized a special program as a
showcase of national DL activities in Asia and Japan and invited several impor-
tant institutions and organizations.

We would like to express our special thanks to Katsumi Tanaka and all mem-
bers of the Organizing Committee of ICADL 2006. We would like to express our
special thanks to Eepeng Lim, Shalini Urs, Hsinchun Chen, Ching-chih Chen,
Edward A. Fox and all members of the Steering Committee of ICADL who
encouraged us to organize ICADL 2006. We would like to thank our Program
Committee members and reviewers for their excellent work. Last but not least,



VI Preface

we would like to thank all of the authors who submitted their papers to ICADL
2006.

November 2006 Shigeo Sugimoto
Jane Hunter

Andreas Rauber

Atsuyuki Morishima
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