CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

THE
WOMEN’S
VICTOKY -

AND AFTER

PERSONAL REMINISNENCES,
1911-1918

MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCELY




The
Women’s Victory
— and After

Personal Reminisnences, 1911-1918

MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT
:' A4

H \J“r 5
.:iL

77& :{ .

BB CAMBRIDGE

&P} UNIVERSITY PRESS



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108026604

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2011

This edition first published 1920
This digitally printed version 2011

ISBN 978-1-108-02660-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.



CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Technology

The focus of this series is engineering, broadly construed. It covers
technological innovation from a range of periods and cultures, but centres on
the technological achievements of the industrial era in the West, particularly
in the nineteenth century, as understood by their contemporaries.
Infrastructure is one major focus, covering the building of railways and
canals, bridges and tunnels, land drainage, the laying of submarine cables,
and the construction of docks and lighthouses. Other key topics include
developments in industrial and manufacturing fields such as mining
technology, the production of iron and steel, the use of steam power, and
chemical processes such as photography and textile dyes.

The Women’s Victory - and After

Millicent Garrett Fawcett (1847-1929) was an influential writer on political
and social matters, especially on topics such as female suffrage and women’s
education. She was one of the supporters of Newnham College, Cambridge,
and was later offered the post of Mistress of Girton, but refused because

of her commitment to women’s suffrage. She was active as a Suffragist,
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‘“ WHeN there is a fervent aspiration
after better things, springing from a
strong feeling of human brotherhood
and a firm belief in the goodness and
righteousness of God, such aspiration
carries with it an invincible confi-
dence that somehow, somewhere,
somewhen, it must receive its com-
plete fulfilment ; for it is prompted
by the Spirit which fills and orders
the Universe throughout its whole
development.”

J. B. Mavor : Virgil's Messianic
Eclogue.
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no longer a dream but a reality. Many of them
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THE WOMEN'S VICTORY—
AND AFTER

CHAPTER 1
THE TWO DEPUTATIONS

“I have a passionate love for common justice and
common sense.”’—SYDNEY SMITH.

IN 1911 I wrote a little book called ‘“ Women’s
Suffrage: a Short History of a Great Movement.”
My intention in the following pages is to bring my
story up to February 6th, 1918, when the Royal
Assent was given to the Representation of the
People Act, which for the first time placed women
on the register of parliamentary voters.

In 1911 I ended my book on a note of confidence.
I felt quite sure that we were going to win soon,
but I did not the least foresee the wonderful series
of events which actually led to so complete and
great a victory.

Not that all the signs were favourable in 1911—
very far from it. There were many ominous clouds
on the horizon, and one of the chief of them was
the known hostility of Mr. Asquith, then Prime

Minister, and at the zenith of his power. His acute-
I
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ness and dexterity in offence and defence were
unrivalled, and most suffragists believed that he
intended to wreck our cause on the rocks of Adult
Suffrage, for which there had been no demand in
the country.

In 1908, almost immediately after he became
Prime Minister, Mr. Asquith had announced his
intention before the expiration of that Parliament
to bring in an Electoral Reform Bill; this Bill, he
had declared, would not include women; but he
pledged his Government not officially to oppose a
woman suffrage amendment “if drafted on
democratic lines.” The Parliament elected in
1906 with an overwhelming Liberal majority was
dissolved in 1909 without the fulfilment of this
intention. There were two General Elections in
1910 without the introduction of a Reform Bill.
But the suffrage societies continued without inter-
mission to keep up a tremendously active agitation
for the enfranchisement of women. The various
methods employed have been sufficiently described
in my earlier book. It is enough here to state that
alargemajority of Members of the House of Commons,
belonging to all parties, were pledged to support
women’s suffrage; that various private Members’
Bills for extending the franchise to women had
passed their second reading in the Commons every
year since Mr. Asquith became Prime Minister;
that the strength of our support in the rank and
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file of the Liberal—and also in the Conservative—
Party was constantly growing, and that the Labour
Party had definitely placed the enfranchisement of
women upon its official programme. In January,
1913, immediately after what will be hereafter
described as the Franchise Bill fiasco of Mr.
Asquith’s Government, the Labour Party, at its
annual conference, passed by an enormous majority
a resolution reaffirming its support of women’s
suffrage, and calling ‘“ upon the party in Parliament
to oppose any Franchise Bill in which women
are not included.” This was the most signal service
to our cause which had then been rendered by any
political party.

It was followed at the next meeting of the Trades
Union Congress by the adoption of the following
resolution:

““That this meeting expresses its deep
dissatisfaction with the Government’s treatment
of the franchise question . . . and protests
against the Prime Minister’s failure to redeem
his repeated pledges to women, and calls upon
the Parliamentary Committee to press for the
immediate enactment of a Government Reform
Bill, which must include the enfranchisement
of women.”

Over forty trade unions, including the most
important, such as the N.U.R. and the AS.E,,
adopted resolutions supporting the enfranchisement
of women.
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The formation of the Conciliation Committee
in the House of Commons in 1910 has been sufficiently
described in my earlier book (p. 73). Its object
was to unite all suffragists in the House, and secure
their support for a suffrage Bill which was believed
to represent their greatest common measure. They
decided that this would be found in a Bill to en-
franchise women householders—those women, in
fact, who had for about forty years been admitted
to the local franchises. The Bill was called the
Conciliation Bill because it had reconciled differences
existing between various types of suffragists inside the
House of Commons.

In July, 1910, two days of the Government’s
time had been given for a full-dress debate upon the
Conciliation Bill. Hostile speeches from Mr. Asquith
and Mr. Austen Chamberlain, on the ground of their
complete opposition to all kinds of women’s suffrage,
were followed by equally vehement and hostile
speeches from Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Winston
Churchill, on the ground that this particular Bill
did not go far enough, and was so drafted as not to
admit of amendment. In anticipation of, and dur-
ing, the Parliamentary debate, The T¥mes came out
with a hostile article every day for nearly a fort-
night, and its columns contained numerous letters
prophesying all kinds of horrors and disasters which
were to be expected if women were allowed to vote;
many were of the type satirized in ‘‘ Rejected



