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Preface

'I;\e subject matter of sociology is ourselves—people interacting with one
another in groups. Sociologists seek to understand in a systematic and scientific
way the social behavior of human beings and human arrangements. Sociolo-
gists question seemingly familiar and commonplace aspects of our social lives,
and offer novel and surprising answers. To study sociology is to explore society
in new and dynamic ways.

Sociology is a form of scientific inquiry that gives us the intellectual tools
for understanding our world more profoundly. As a discipline, sociology has
evolved its own history of ideas and thinkers, research methods, and theories.
In this volume, we have put into your hands directly those researchers and
writers whose works have enduring value for the study of society.

Sources: Notable Selections in Sociology brings together 44 selections (classic
articles, book excerpts, and case studies) that have shaped the study of society
and our contemporary understanding of it. We have included the works of
distinguished sociological observers, past and present, from Marx and Engels
on class to Mills on the sociological imagination to Bernard on the female world
and Bell on technology and social change. The selections also reflect the long-
standing tradition in sociology of incorporating useful insights from related
disciplines. Thus, the volume includes contributions by anthropologists, politi-
cal scientists, psychologists, ecologists, and economists.

Each selection was chosen because, in our opinion, it has helped shape the
sociological inquiry. Each contains essential ideas used in the sociological
enterprise, or has served as some kind of a touchstone for other scholars. As a
whole, Sources is designed to be an accessible, reasonably comprehensive
introduction to sociological classics. We have tried to select readings across a
broad spectrum, i.e., the ideas, insights, and themes presented in these
selections are not necessarily limited to a particular society. Accordingly, they
should enable students to analyze the behaviors and institutions of many
nations.

Plan of the book These selections are well suited to courses that attempt to
convey the richness of the sociological perspective and require more than a
superficial grasp of major sociological concepts and theories. The selections are
organized topically around the major areas of study within sociology: the
selections in Part 1 introduce the sociological perspective; Part 2, the individual
and society; Part 3, stratification; Part 4, sodial institutions; and Part 5, society i
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and social change. Each selection is preceded by a headnote that establishes the
relevance of the selection and provides biographical information on the author.

Supplements An Instructor’'s Manual with Test Questions (multiple-choice and
essay) is available through the publisher for the instructor using Sources in the
classroom.

We welcome your comments and observations about the selections in this
volume and encourage you to write to us with suggestions for other selections
to include or changes to consider. Please send your remarks to us in care of The
Dushkin Publishing Group, Sluice Dock, Guilford, CT 06437.

Kurt Finsterbusch

Janet S. Schwartz
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cuarrer 1 The Sociological
Perspective

1.1 PETER L. BERGER

Sociology as an
Individual Pastime

What is sociology and what are the defining characteristics of a sociologist?
Among the best answers to these questions are those given by Peter L. Berger.
Berger (b. 1929) is the director of the Institute for the Study of Economic Culture
at Boston University and a prominent contemporary sociologist who is known
for his pithy prose. In the following selection from his book Invitation to
Sociology, Berger explains that sociology involves the passion to deeply
understand the everyday social reality around us. The sociologist is a passionate
questioner. Sociologists also desire to help people and improve society, but
these characteristics are not unique to sociologists. They share these passions
with many citizens and many other professions. According to Berger, sociolo-
gists are relatively unigue in that they seek to understand society not as it is
taught in Sunday school (i.e., not the way it should be) but as it actually is. Those
who fear or are eager to avoid what Berger calls “shocking discoveries” should
best stay away from sociology. Invitation to Sociology, first published in 1963, is
considered to be one of the best statements on sociology and sociologists.

Key Concept: sociology as the passion to understand

Ee sociologist . . . is someone concerned with understanding society in
a disciplined way. The nature of this discipline is scientific. This means that
what the sociologist finds and says about the social phenomena he studies 3

PR 3



