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Preface

With the advent of a new deeade and a new Department, of Edu-
cation. it seems appropriate to launch a new edition of A Guide ro
Sources of Educational Information. Since the publicatior: of the first
edition in 1976, information resources in education—-particularly
reference books, clearinghouses, and computerized information
systems—have been proliferating and improving. Increasing num-
bers of hybrid reference books (such as this onc. which combines
descriptive annotations_with bibliographic and dircctory jntorma-
tion) and source book Qhat are part yearbook and part inthology,
occasionally buttressed with statistics. have appeared.

The library profession now has a far more significant rolc in coor-
dinating and disseminating cducationzl information. The i ucation
Division of the Special Libraries Association publishes the exemp:
lary Education Libraries, whose topical issues clarify 'nd i, anize
education resources. The Curricalum Matcrials Committee of the
American Library Association’s Education and Behavioral Sciences
Section has established a depository for and compiled & directory of
curriculum center libraries. Between the first and current editions of
the Guide, the Federal Government and private organizations have
funded new information clearingiiouses for educators.

These new resources are a response (o the need for sim phf'ic«ﬁ
information gathering. Undoubfedly, more wrll be developed in the
next few years.

Education 15 still one of the larges: enterprises in th. nation
involving 60 iuilion students and $151 billion. Even with resource
tools, it is an ;,n_ndmgly difficult area to rescarch. There is a pleth
ora of documents that may or may not coniain usable information
Approxim - LG or more new documents each year can be
located thr ok Aesources in [tduc-_z.'}f Clurrent Index to Journa!
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Vi PREFACE

in Educetion, Dissertation Abstracts In:zrantional, Books in Print.
and other standard bibliographic guides. Rut other, equally valu-
abic, documents may not be listed anywhare,

In the second edition of the Guide, | Hiave cast a wide net, since
education is affected by so many things that initiz!ly seem unrelated.
For instance. 1 have noted studies or newspaper articles (not on
education) dealing with

—The role of interferon in mental retardaion

-—The relationship between maternal nutrition and a child’s abili-
ty to learn

—A hypothesis that the lower Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)
scores (particularly in states like Utah with consistent educational
environments) may be caused by in utero exposure to radiation from
nuclear tests
- —The effect of protein supplements on growth and the verbal
abilities of preschool children

~—Fluctuations in the market value of college endowment funds

The researcher or information seeker gnust be aware of other
fields and their significance for children oﬂdults engaged in learn-
ing. I have tried to include resources that provide information on
many aspects of the lives and well-being of children. These must be
prime concerns of the school system, considering the large number
of working parents, especially working women, who now constitute
the majority of women in this country over 16 years old.-

Today, decisions involving education are made by executive fiat, -
by state and national legislators, by boards of directors and boards
of education, and by voters'in election booths who are concerned
with retrenchment. Often these decisions are based on inadequate
knowledge of what schools are doing and inaccurate or unproved
assumptions on the nature of teaching, learning, and administration.

Because classroom education is increasingly affected by national
elections, federal laws and regulations, reporting requirements of
state education departments, and minimum competency laws, 1 have
tried to include tools that will provide access to information on
government and finance as well as education.

Although [ do not have a crystal ball, my selection of reference
books and information sources has been affected not only by what
has been published but by my perceptions of significant trends in
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American education during the next decade. Some trends that may
affect the course of education and the nature of information re-
sources are

1. The spread of fiscal containment policies combined with fixed
or inflationary costs for schools, especially for energy and trans-
- portation, books, and paper goods
2. Iucreased use of electronics in schools
3. Increasing importance of parents’ groups
4. Declining population and declining attendance in most large
city school districts
5. Increased rural school populations (currently one-flfth of our
school population is rural)
6. National population growth in the West and South-
7. An increase in the private sector in education '
8. Increased relative and total numbers of children under the
poverty level ~ .
9. Ing¢reased number of working mothers
10. Projected decline in college enrollments o
11. Projected increase in educational progiams for the aged mld in
the number of elderly citizens (now 10 percent of our:pepulation)
12. Changing employment markets that require suppl¢mental adu-.
cation related to employment or flexible skllls M changng
employment .. i o ikl
13. Growth of adult educatmn progfams thh mcreasmg numbm
of adults participating (in 1978, 18 million adults—mote than 10
million of them women—participated in formal adult education ac-:
tivities, which is 40 percent greater than the number of fuﬁ-times
college students or high school students over 17) : SHEE
14. Growth at all levels of education outside schools: hbranes,
park and recreation systems, museums, study groups and other au-
tonomous groups, corporate courses, correspondence s¢hools, pro-
prietary and leisure schools, video courses, and so -on (simuita.
neously, there is a growing—although somewhat underground-—
movement by parents to remove their children from tbe schooi sys-
tem to educate them at home) :
15. The concept of education as a life-long endeavor (some studies .
indicate that almost everyone undertakes several substantial self<
education or learning projects in the course of each vear; not neces-
sarily with the help of educators)



viii PREFACE

16. Legal requirements that the public schools meet the special-
ized educational requirements of groups such as the handicapped
and the gifted

17. Drastic cuts in federal education spending combined with an
attempt to obliterate the newly created Department of Education

Hopefully, this edition of the Guide wili provide access to the
major tools for locating information or researching education in the
1980s. It is not a mechanical updating, but rather a selection or-
ganized and annotated for use.

Although this book may not meet the necds of every individual
seeking educational information, it should help educational poli-
cymakers, those facing the day-to-day probiems of education, per-
sons improving career skills in education or education-related areas,
those involved in researching schools and learning. and, of course,
parents of school children.

Essentially, my approach to gathering and diss¢inating informa-
tion is the systematic, organized approach of a reference librarian,
who looks for authoritative summaries and directories. This Guide
considers only a few of all potential sources of information. Most of
the sources listed herein are printed or computer uccess tools that
consolidate information, keer information current. or lead to fur-
ther sources of information. I have listed and described private ot-
ganizations and government agencies that eithcr answer specific
questions, provide referrai services, or publish question-answering
materials. Some commercial bibliographic services that provide ac-
cess to certain types of education-related information and a chapter
on state library services for educators have also been incorporated.
I have omitted names and descriptions of educution libraries but
have suggested directories for locating them.

In this time of change, reference books rapidiv become obsolete.
Although I have made a strenuous effort to keeys abreast of current
titles, services. and prices, portions of this book will undoubtedly be
outdated before the book is in print. The coveraye is largely current
and American, but I have included some vintacze materials and tools
that access foreign or international sources. Because we share a
common world and, indeed. can learn much from other nations, I
believe we need some access to their publicziiions. .

I have selected the resource tools I thought 7 ost widdely useful and
frequently conferred with other librarians anc ¢tocitrs. who help-
ed immeasurably. As always. | owe a debt o7 2 11 ¢ 1o my col-
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leagues in education libraries and information clearinghouses. Larry
Oberg was kind enough to share his Selected Reference Sources in
Education (Stanford, Calif., Stanford University Libraries, 1980).
Barbara Minor of the ERIC Clearinghouse on Information Resources
generously forwarded the current edition of A Guide 10 Educational
Resources. Jan Littlefield of American Reference Books Annual ap-
prised me of new education titles. Anne Johnson and Linda Breece
of the Gutman Education Library at Harvard University candidly
appraised the resources. John Peterson of the Resource and Referral
Service of the National Center for Research in Vocational Education
was patient and helpful throughout in responding to mail and tele-
phone queries. I am also indebted to nearby libraries and librarians,
especially Jennifer Futernick and Lillian Chinn of the Far West
Laboratory, Joan Thornton of the California State University at
Hayward, and the reference staffs of the downtown Berkeley library
and the Education/Psychology Library of the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. Nancy Winchester, my editor at Information Re-
sources Press, has demonstrated outstanding patience, c3lm, and
flexibility—most especially in dealing with the changing scenes in
Washington. Finally, a word of thanks to Dave Elliott for use of his
Lanier word processor. '



Acronyms and
Abbreviations

The acronyms and abbreviations listed below may occasionally be used in
this book without nearby references. Other acronyms and abbreviations,
when used, will be preceded by the complete terms.

AIM/ARM

BRS
CIS
CLUE
EDRS
ERIC
ESL
ETS
GPO
IAP
NEA
NICEM
NICSEM
MNIE
NTIS
P.A.LS.
R&D
RCU
RIE
SDC
UMI
WEECN

Abstracts of Instructional and Research Materials in Voca-
tional and Technical Education

Bibliographic Retrieval Services, Inc.

Congressional Information Service

Current Index to Journals in Education

ERIC Document Reproduction Service

Educational Rescurces Information Center

English as a Second Language

Educational Testing Service

U.S. Government Printing Office

Information Analysis Product

National Education Association

Naticnal Information Center for Educational Media
National Information Center for Special Education Materials
National Institute of Education ‘

National Technical Information Service

Public Affairs Information Scrvice

Research and Development

Research Coordinating Unit

Resources in Education (formertly Research in Education)
System Development Corporation

University Microfilms Internationa!

Women's Educational Equity Comemunications Network

X
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1 | Research
and Access

Effective research can be divided into three parts: defining the ques-
tion, locating materials, and, occasionally, preparing a report. This
chapter focuses on the first two aspects.
1 As the title suggests, A Guide 10 Sources of Educational Informa-
tion is egsentially an introduction to some major features and sources
of educational information,. and this chapter suggests two ap-
proaches to locating and using the materials listed and annotated
berein. The first approach, THE RESEARCH PROCESS, presents. an
outline for using the sources; the second, the CHECKLIST FOR RE-
SEARCH QUESTIONS, helps clarify questions that lead to effective
research.

Chapters 2-8 present categories of reference tools, such as direc-
tories and bibliographies, arranged in a research order—that is, the
order in which one would most likely consuit materials for research
projects.

Ideally, the research process starts with these reference tools,
which sometimes successfully organize large quantities of informa-
tion for easy consultation and often lead to other sources of informa-
tion. Reference books are especially important in education, since
information in this field tends to be partial, scattered, and difficult
to find. In information theory, reference works represent the end
point on a bibliographic chain (see Figure 1). They often are pro-

Information obtained from human resources— information created by institu-
tions— work in progress— unpublished studies — periodicals, reports, and mono-
.graphs— indexing and abstracting services— annual reviews and state-of-the-art
reports — bibliographic reviews-> books—encyclopedic summaries

Figure 1 The “bibliographic chain.™
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EFFECTIVE RESEARCH

duced by individuals or institutions whose interests and re-
sponsibilities lead them to compile information or to prepare and

commission studies.

Some useful information sources are categorized briefly in the
following list. In all cases, there is constant interaction between the
sources of information and the printed or nonprinted product.

FOR

Vocabulary and
Concepts, Single
Subjects, and
Summaries

People and Institu-
tions (Who, What,
Where)

Special Subjects and
Summaries

a

‘el
Overviews and
Subject Summaties

Yearly Summaries

INFORMATION SOURCES

Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Thesauri (Chapter 2): Pro-
vide information in context and relate it to other fields
or areas that might furnish additional information. Al-
though encyclopedias and dictionaries generally are
produced by large institutions, some are produced by
individuals who compiled information they could not
locate elsewhere. Many of these resources are designed
as operating tools for working groups that need com-
mon vocabulanes

Directories (Chapter 3):- Compiled by professional di-
rectory makers ar by groups or individuals who need to
locate, contact, or promote specific types of individuals
or institutions (such as state officials, music teachers,
dissemination networks, or administration specialists),

. . Diregtories serve as zetcrenccs to other information
 sources. : -

Directary and Tnstitutioiial Informatien Sonrcei (Chap-
ters 14-19): These agencies, as well as the associations
and individuals listed in directories, can often. provide
information on -individuals or instltutlpn.s workmg in
their pamcular areas of interest. "

Monographs (Chapter 4): Shon one-sub]ect bookleta
or bulletins that are an important source of information

“'in education, emerging from a need for timely informa-

tion. They are often produced or commissioned by insti-
tutions: or individuals who are respected information
sources. Baoks, libraries, associations, and penod;cgl
articles, as well as some thformation sources, can aisb
provide mformatlon on specific sub;ec’t's S

Overviews and Handbooks (Chapter 6) These cogen.t
authoritative summaries can serve as singlé-topic ency-
clopedias. They are most valuable when they include
bibliographies, statistics, and current findings.

Yearbooks (Chapter 4): Although dechning in impor-
tance, yearbooks are convenient sources that provide
continuity and serve as updating mechanisms. Although
some are compiled by commercial firms and deter-
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RESEARCH AND ACCESS

FOR INFORMATION SOURCES

mined individuals, they are often produced by organi-
zations. Many contain statistical, directory. or bibli-
ographic data.

Ho: News Newsletters (Chapter 4). Like monographs, newsletters
result from the need for timely inforination. They are
created and distributed by organizations that have
something to tell. Commercially, they provide an infor-
mation interface between a need for information and a
bureaucracy that fails to provide it in usable form.

Newsservices (Chapter 4): Through various media—
microfiche, microfilm, or published summaries of
events in education~—newsservices provide a means for
keeping up with current events. Their value depends on

« their currency and coverage. They are often available
at research institutions and large university or public
libraries.

Books, Articles, and Bibliographies and Review Sources {Chapter 5): Gen-

Printed Materials eral lists are usually compiled by large bibliographic
agencies, but special-subject lists, like directories, often
are compiled by institutions or individuals who gather
information to perform ongoing tasks. Annotated or
subject-arranged bibliographies, published at intervals,
are extremely useful for keeping up with significant
works.

-Library Card Catalog: The card catalog provides sub-
ject, author, and title access to published materials. It
is increasingly available in print, computer, or micro-
fiche format.

Books: Books are available from local libraries, book-
stores, and publishers and through interlibrary loan.
Addresses of publishers are available in library tools
like Books in Print.

Periodicals and Periodicals (Chapter 4): These are often produced by
Periodical Articles institutions, associations, and special-interest groups. A
' good way to stay informed in limited areas of education
is to select one or two good publications and read them
faithfully. The periodical directories and guides listed in

this chapter can be helpful when making selections.

Abstracting, Indexing, and Current-Awareness Services
{Chapter 7): Indexing and awareness services provide
ongoing subject access to current and past periodicals.
Some provide access by authors and/or organizations.
Generally, address and purchase information is pro-



