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A PROPOSAL for Promoting
UseruL KNOWLEDGE among the
Britiflo Plantations in _America.

HE Englifh are poflefs'd of a long Tract of Continent, from Neve

Scotia to Georgia, extending North and South thro’ different Cli=

mates, having different Soils, producing different Plants, Mines and
Minerals, and capable of different Improvements, Manufa@ures, &e.

The firft Drudl;cry of Settling new Colonics, which confines the Atten-
tion of Peoplc to mere Necefluries, is now pretty well over ; and there are
many in cvery Province in Circumftances that fet them at Eafe, and afford
Leifure 1o cultivate the finer Arts, and improve the common Stock of Know-
ledge. To fuch of thefe who arc Men of Speculation, many Hints muft
from time to time arife, many Obfervations occur, which if well-examined,
puriucd and finproved, might produce Diftoveries to the Advantage of fomé
or all of the Britifk Plantations, or to the Benefit of Mankind in general.

But as from the Extent of the Country,fuch Perfons are widely feparated,
and feldom can fec and converfe,or be acquainted with each other, fo that
many ufeful Particulars remain uncommunicated, die with the Difcoverers,
and arc;ol‘t to Munkind ; it is, to remedy this Inconvenience for the future,

ropofud, :
P 'l?hat One Socicty be formed of Virtuofi or ingenious Men refiding in the
feveral Colonics, to be called The American P/Jig/bpbical Society who are
to maintain a conftant Correfpondence,

That Philadelphia being the City nearef? the Centre of the Continent-Co~
Yonies, communicating with all of them northward and fouthwasd by Poft,
and with all the Iflands by Sca, and having the Advantage of a good growing
Library, be the Centre of the Society. .,

That at Phrladelpbia there be always at leaft feven Members, ©z. a Phy-
fician, a Botanift, a Mathematician, a Chemift, a Mechanician, a Geogra-

her, and a general Natural Philofopher, befides a Prefident, Treafurer and
cretary.

Tha:ythcfc Members meet once a Month, or oftnr, at their own Expence,
to communicate to each other their Obiirvations, Experiments, &e. to re=
ccive, read and confider fuch Letters, Communications, or Queries as fhall be
fent from diftant Members ; to direét the Ditperfing of Copics of, fich Com-
munications as are valuable, to other diftant Members, in order o procure
their Sentiments thereupon, &c.

That the Subje@ts of the Correfpondence be, All new-difcovered Plants,
Herbs, Trees. Roots, &e. their Virtucs, Ules, &ec.; Mcthods of Propagating
them, and making fuch as are ufetul, but particular to fome Plantations, more

eneral, Improvements of vegetable Juices, as Cyders, Wincs, €¢. ,» New
cthodls of Curing or Preventing Difeafes.  All “new-difcovered Foflils in
different Countrics, as Mincs, Mincrals,” Quarrics; &¢. New and ufeful
Im rovc:_mc;:\ts i;x any Branch of I\gathcmnticks; New Difcoverics in Che-
miftry, fuch as Improvements in Diftillation, Brewing, Aflaying of Ores: &9¢.
' NcwryMechanial fnvcntions for faving Labour ; nngills,y cgm—.-iag:f' g:
and for Raifing and Conveying of Water, Draining of Meadows, &e. ; All

new
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new Arts, Trades, Manufactures, &¢. that may be propofed or thought of};
Surveys, Maps and Charts of particular Parts of the Sea-coafts, or Inlan
Countries ; Courfe and Jun@lion of Rivers and great Roads, Situation of
Lakes and Mountains, Nature of the Soil and Productions; &¢. New Me-
thods of Improving the Breed of ufeful Animals ﬁ Introducing other Sorts
from forcign Countries. New Improvementsin Planting, Gardening, Clear-
ing Land, e, Andall philofo‘Phical Experiments that let Light into the
Nature of Things, tend toincreafe the Power of Man over Matter, and mul-
tiply the Conveniencies or Pleafures of Life.

That a Correfpondence already begun by fome intended Members, fhall be
kept up by this Socicty with the RovaL Soci1eTy of London, and with the
DusrLin SoClETY. ’

That every Member fhall have Abftracts fent him Quarterly, of cvery
"Thing valuaZle communicated to the Socicty’s Secretary at Philadelphia; free
of all Charge except the Yearly Payment hereafter mentioned.

That by Permiffion of the Poftmafter-General, fuch Communications
pafs between the Secretary of the Society and the Members, Poftage-free

That,for defraying the Expence of fuch Experiments as the Society fhall
judge proper to caufe to be made, and other contingent Charges for the com-
mon Good, every Member fend a Picce of Eight per Annum to the Treafu-
ser, at Philadelphia, to form a Common Stock, to be difburs’d by Order of
the Prefident with the Confent of the Majority of the Members that can con-
veniently be confulted thereupon, to fuch Perfons and Places where and by
whom the Experiments are to be made, and otherwife as there fhall be Occa~
fion; of which Difburfements an exa@ Account fhall be kept, and com-
municated yearly to every Member.

That at the firft Meetings of the Members at Philadelphia, fach Rules be
formed for Regulating their Meetings and Tranfactions for the General Bene-
fit, as fhall be convenient and ncceﬂ%ry; to be afterwards changed and im-
prov’d as there fhall be Occafion, wherein due Regard is to be had to the
Advice of diftant Members,

That atthe End of every Year, Collétions be made and printed, of fuch
Experiments, Difcoveries, Improvements, &e¢. as may be thought of publick
Advantage. And that every Member have a Copy fent him.

That the Biifinefs and Duty of the Secretary be, To receive al) Letters in~
tended for the Society, and lay them before the Prefident and Members at
their Mectings ; toabftra, corret and methodize fuch Papers, &c. as re-
quire it, and as he fhall be dire@ed to do by the Prefident, after they have
been confidered, debated.and digefted in the Society ; toenter Copies thereof
in the Sodiety’s Books, and make out Copies for diftant Members ; to anfwer
their Letters by Direion of the Prefident, and keep Records of all material
Tranfalions of the Societ :

Benjamin Franklin, the Writer of this Propofal, offers himfolfto ferve the
Society as their Sccretary, ‘till they (hall be provided with one more capable,

Philadelphia, May 14. 1743.

(From the original in the Benjamin Franklin Collection of the
Yale University Library.)
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CHARTER!
STATUTES AT LARGE OF PENNSYLVANIA

CHAPTER DCCCXCIV.

AN ACT

for incorporating the American Philosophical Society held
at Philadelphia for promoting useful knowledge.

Whereas the cultivation of useful knowledge, and
the advancement of the liberal arts and sciences in
any Country, have the most direct tendency towards
the improvement of agriculture, the enlargement of
trade, the ease and comfort of life, the ornament of
society, and the encrease and happiness of mankind;

And whereas this country of North America, which the goodness
of Providence hath given us to inherit, from the vastness of its
extent, the variety of its climate, the fertility of its soil, the yet
unexplored treasures of its bowels, the multitude of its rivers, lakes,
bays, inlets, and other conveniences of navigation, offers to these
United States one of the richest subjects of cultivation, ever pre-
sented to any people upon earth: And whereas the experience of
ages shows that improvements of*a public nature, are best carried
on by societies of liberal and ingenious men, uniting their labours,
without regard to nation, sect or party, in one grand pursuit, alike
interesting to all, whereby mutual prejudices are worn off, a
humane and philosophical spirit is cherished, and youth are stim-
ulated to a laudable diligence and emulation in the pursuit of wis-
dom; And whereas, upon these principles, divers publie-spirited
gentlemen of Pennsylvania and other- American States did hereto-
fore unite themselves, under certain regulations, into one voluntary
Society, by the name of ‘‘The American Philosophical Society held
at Philadelphia, for promoting useful knowledge,”” and by their
successful labours and investigations, to the great credit of Amer-
ica, have extended their reputation so far, that men of the first
eminence in the republic of letters in the most civilized nations of
Europe have done honour to their publications, and desired to be

! Original Charter, Granted in 1780. Article of Amendment added 1935,
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14 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

enrolled among their members; And whereas the said Society, after
having been long interrupted in their laudable pursuits by the
calamities of war, and the distresses of our Country, have found
means to revive their design, in hopes of being able to prosecute
the same with their former success, and being further encouraged
therein by the public, for which purpose they have prayed us, ‘‘the
Representatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania,’’ that they may be created One Body Politic and Corporate
forever, with such powers, privileges, and immunities, as may be
necessary for answering the valuable purposes which the said Soci-
ety had originally in view.

Wherefore, in order to encourage the said Society in the prose-
cution and advancement of all useful branches of knowledge, for
the benefit of their country and mankind.

[SEcTion 1.] Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the -
Representatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the
same, That the Members of the said American Philosophical Soci-
ety heretofore voluntarily associated for promoting useful knowl-
edge, and such other persons as have been duly elected Members
and Officers of the same, agreeably to the fundamental laws and
regulations of the said Society, comprized in twelve sections, pre-
fixed to their first volume of transactions, published in Philadelphia
by William and Thomas Bradford in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-one, and who shall in all
respects conform themselves to tf% said laws and regulations, and
such other laws, regulations and ordinances, as shall hereafter be
duly made and enacted by the said Society, according ‘to the tenor
hereof, be and forever hereafter shall be, One Body Corporate and
Politic in Deed, by the name and style of ‘‘The American Philo-
sophical Society held at Philadelphia, for promoting useful knowl-
edge,”” and by the same name they are hereby constituted and
confirmed One Body Corporate and Politic, to have perpetual sue-
cession, and by the same name they and their successors are hereby
declared and made able and capable in law, to have, hold, receive,
and enjoy lands, tenements, rents, franchises, hereditaments, gifts,
and bequests of what nature so ever, in fee simple or for term of
life, lives, years or otherwise, and also to give, grant, let, sell, alien,
or assign the same lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels,
and premises, according to the nature of the respective gifts, grants,
and bequests, made to them the said Society, and of their estate
therein. Provided, that the amount of the clear yearly value of
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such real estate do not exceed the value of ten thousand bushels of
good merchantable wheat.?

[SEcTION II.] And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That the said Society, be, and shall be for ever hereafter
able and capable in law to sue, and be sued, plead and be impleaded,
answer and be answered unto, defend and be defended in all or
any of the courts or other places, and before any Judges, Justices,
and other person or persons, in all manner of actions, suits, com-
plaints, pleas, causes, and matters, of what nature or kind so ever
within this Commonwealth; and that it shall and may be lawful
to and for the said Society, for ever hereafter to have and use one
common seal in their affairs, and the same at their will and pleas-
ure to break, change, alter and renew. :

[SecTion III.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That for the well governing of the said Society, and
ordering their affairs, they shall have the following officers, that
is to say, one Patron, who shall be his Excellency the President of
the Supreme Executive Council * of this Commonwealth, for the
time being, and likewise one President, three Vice Presidents, four
Secretaries, three Curators, one Treasurer, together with a Couneil
of twelve members; and that on the first Friday of January next,
between the hours of two and five in the afternoon, as many of the
members of the said Society as shall have paid up their arrears
due to the Society, and shall declare their willingness to conform
to the laws, regulations and ordinances of the Society then duly in
force, according to the tenor hereof, by subscribing the same, and
who shall attend in the Hall or place of meeting of the said Society,
within the time aforesaid, shall chuse by ballot, agreeable to the
fundamental laws and regulations herein before referred to, one
President, three Vice Presidents, four Secretaries, three Curators,
and one Treasurer, and at the same time and place, the members
met and qualified as aforesaid shall in like manner chuse four mem-
bers for the Council, to hold their offices for one year, four more
members for the Council to hold their offices for two years, and
four more members for the Counecil, to hold their offices for three
years. And on the first Friday in January, which shall be in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and
so likewise on the first Friday of January yearly and every year
thereafter, between the hours of two and five in the afternoon, the

*See Amendment, ART. I, p. 20.
* [Now His Excellency the Governor of this Commonwealth.]
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Members of the said Society met and qualified as aforesaid, shall
chuse one President, three Vice Presidents, four Secretaries, three
Curators and one Treasurer, to hold their respective offices for one
year, and four Couneil Men to hold their offices for three years,
Provided that no person residing within the United Siates shall
be capable of being President, Vice President, Secretary, Curator,
Treasurer, or member of the Council, or of electing to any of the
said offices, who is not capable of electing and beinz elected to civil
offices within the State in which he resides. Provided also, that
nothing herein contained shall be considered as intended to exclude
any of the said Officers or Councillors, whose times shall be expired,
from being re-elected, according to the pleasure of the said Society ;
and of the day, hours and place of all such elections, due notice
shall be given by the Secretaries, or some one of them, in one or
more of the public newspapers of this State, agreeable to the said
fundamental laws and regulations before referred to.?

(Section IV.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That the Officers and Council of the said Society shall
be capable of exercising such power for the well governing and
ordering the affairs of the Society, and of holding such occasional
meetings for that purpose, as shall be deseribed, fixed, and deter-
mined by the statutes, laws, regulations and ordinances of the said
Society, hereafter to be made. Provided always, that no statute,
law, regulation or ordinance shall ever be made or passed by the
said Society, or be binding upon the members thereof, or any of
them, unless the same hath been duly proposed, and fairly drawn
up in writing, at one stated meeting of the Society, and enacted
or passed at a subsequent meeting at least the space of fourteen
days after the former meeting,®* and upon due notice in some of
the public newspapers, that the enacting of statutes and laws, or
the making and passing ordinances and regulations, will be part
of the business of such meeting; or shall any statute, law, regula-
tion or ordinance be then or at any time enacted or passed, unless
thirteen members of the said Society, or such greater number of
members as may be afterwards fixed by the rules of the Society,
be present, besides such quorum of the Officers and Council, as the

? See Amendment, Art. II, p. 20.




