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'FOREWORD  ~

What s the best and qmckest way to learn Enghsh ‘?” ThlS 18 one of the most common. | ;
| questlons raised by our young viewers, It is not an easy questlon to answer, and oertamly
not one that has a single or stralghtforward SOlllthl‘l

-!J-

~ But before we even attempt to find an answer, we should first of all ask ourselves why B
- weare learning English. Some of us need it in our professions; others amongst us learn it
purely for enjoyment. Whatever the case, we should regard it as a tool to facilitate our

work or enhance our knowledge. In this respect, language learning knows no conﬁnes

it is within equal reach of those in the liberal arts as well as the natural sciences, of
intellectuals as well as non-academics. Language has a universal worth. It is accessible to
people from all walks of life and of every social background. At this point, we should

like to direct particular attention to the younger members of our audience who have not had

the opportunity for a formal education. Time can never be retrieved; our youth flies by us
like a gust of spring wind. So while we are still young and at our most impressionable age,

let us absorb as many new and healthy ideas as possible to nurture our minds. Every young
- person should have ideals; without them, life can hold little meaning. Let us not grope
about aimlessly or follow blindly. But let us think clearly and plan carefully under the
guidance of those wiser than ourselves. Before us lies an infinity of truth beckoning us to

explore it. Learning a language is one of the many gateways to this whole new world of

information that could help broaden our minds and stimulate our intellect. The quest
. i -

for knowledge, the simple desire to seek, discover and understand, gives purpose to our life;

and how much greater that purpose, if we could pass on this knowledge to our fellow

countrymen and put it to use in building up our nation. -
And so, once we have established why we want to learn English, the next questlon is how

we should go about doing it. We must remember that language — be it Chinese, English -
or any other —is a living phenomenon that constantly develops and changes with time,
place and the individual. It is a natural expression in words of one’s thoughts and emotions.

It is a practical means of communication which enables us to understand one another.
In other words, language is a reality directly and intimately connected w;th our lives. In
handling it, therefore, we should be flexible and give it free rein to dlsplay 1ts diverse facets

and functions.

Language learning does not mean memorizing endless vocabulary lists, or analyzing )
complicated grammatical structures or contorting the mouth to produce a flawless accent.
- As long as we have a basic grasp of the language and are gble tq convey our message simply -

.........
. N




and clearly, we can then steadlly build upon this foundatton and gradually expenment wtth % “3

""" new and moré elaborate linguistic forms. By entangling ourselves in these complaiutt&s Robe
- at the mltlal stages, we make language learning a tedious exercme which is not as it should
be On the contrary, learning a foreign language can be a source of immense pleasure
| And thls is precisely what we at the Education Department of CCTV hope to bring you m_

our Englzsh on Sunday programmes — a combination of education and entertainment.
" The wonder of television is that it breaks the barriers of time and space. It brmgs to-
| gether people and places that are otherwnse hundreds of thousands of miles apart It makes
| -the invisible appear before our eyes and the inaudible sound in our ears. Thus, telews:on
B puts the words and phrases that we learn from our books into a context of reality, so that we
can at-last identify the written word with actual life.

- However, just watching the television is not enough. We must apply what we have
learnt. And this is where our Enghsh on Sunday magazine can come to your assistance.
As everyone is well aware, our magazine is a quarterly and, up till now, has contained
the scripts of some of the documentaries, dramas and films that we have broadcast. But
from the present issue onwards, we intend to modify our magazine a little and enrich its
contents. -
| The printed material will be divided into two parts. The first part will, as usual, bede-
voted to programme scripts, including excerpts from some of our Forum interviews.

.But in our notes, instead of giving literal translations of difficult phrases or sentences,
we shall explain only the general concepts underlying them, so that you can work out for
‘'yourself the actual meah_ing of the words concerned. Moreover, we will be asking ques-
- tions at the end of each script to test how well you have understood them, and answers
to these will be provided in each subsequent issue. This should ensure that you buy our
magazines regularly' . | | - |

-
l

In the second part, we will feature éxciting, new items, such as word games, jokes and =

anecdotes, a recipe page, a guide to understanding and using tricky words and phrases, a .

| corner for viewers’ letters. Most interesting of all, we will have a “Talent Spot” where we ;

will be prlntmg your contributions, which, wherever possible, will be adapted for screening
on our television programme. So here is the chance to prove yourselves!

The aim of our “revolutionary’ magazme is to show you that language learning need

ne_it_her be dull nor difficult. By applying just a little 1magmat10n and hard work, you will

find that words under your pen will suddenty come to life and dance on paper. .

- And one final word: learning a language cannot be accomplished overnt ght. Itisa ' 1 ;
life-long process which requires tremendous patience and effort. But so long as you have
determination, nothing can prevent you from attaining your goal —remember the motto:
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way”. And if we consider language learning a joy, it

should make our attainment of that goal so much the easier.

i
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To all our v1ewers and rea.ders therefore and especnally to those young, self-taught b |
= students who are brave enough to accept the challenge of language learnmg, and who we be- . |
, lieve are equally capable of making a contribution to the country as everyone else we dedi-
cate this first issue of our new magazine. May we wish you fun in your search for know-
ledge and fulfilment in your aspiration for 1rnprovement'

Education Department
CCTV .
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A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Professor Hua Luogeng is without doubt China’s foremost example of one who has gained
so much out of life from self-education and given so much back to society from all that

he has learnt. From a simple stallkeeper selling cigarettes before Liberation, he worked his
‘ way up to being one of the world’s leading scientists of today. Still, Professor Hua will
never forget the struggle that he had to endure in his youth, nor the difficulties encountered
by our present younger generation in their endeavour to improve themselves. So here, to

open the first issue of our new ‘“‘revolitionary’ magazine, he gives all self-taught youngsters
a word of encouragement.
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PART 1

This part of the magazine contains the scripts to some of our

English on Sunday programmes, including drama serials, docu-

mentaries, feature films and also excerpts from KForum, our

“monthly interview show.

The scripts are annotated, but instead of giving literal
translations of difficult phrases or sentences, only a general
explanation of the concepts underlying them will be rendered,
so that viewers can work out for themselves the actual meaning
of the words concerned. The scripts are followed by questions
to test how well you have understood the content of the
programmes; answers to these: will be provided in each subse-

quent issue.




DAVID COPPERFIELD
Episode Oné

" (Blunderstone, in Suffolk. An elderly lady strides up to a cottage, looks at the placard
_above" the door bearing the name “Rookery”. She walks over to the window, presses

 her nose against it and peers into the parlour. Inside, Clara Copperfield, a young
" woman, obviously big with child, is smmg in an armchair. She is taken aback on seeing

. this strange woman staring at her. She goes to the front door.)

CLARA What do you want?
"BETSEY: Mrs. David Copperfield?

CLARA: Yes?
- BETSEY: Miss Trotwood. You've heard of her, I dare say.
" CLARA: Yes. ..
BETSEY Now you see her . ... (Enters the house.) In heaven’s name, why “The
Rookery” ? |

CLARA: . The house, you mean?
BETSEY Why call it “Rookery”? Cookery would’ve been more to the purpose if you 'd
- had any practical ideas of life, either of you.*

CLARA: Well, the name was Mr. Copperfield’s choice. When he bought the house, he liked
to think that there were rooks about it.

BETSEY: I don’t see any. What became of them? | ;

CLARA: There haven’t been any since we lived here. We thought, iMr. Copperfield
thought, that it was qulte a large rookery. But the nests were all old ones, and the
birds had deserted them long ago.

BETSEY How like my nephew! David Copperfield from head to foot! ® Calls the house
a rookery when there’s not a rook near it, and takes the birds on trust because he sees

the nests.

CLARA: Please don’t speak unkindly of him; Miss Trotwood.

BETSEY: Was he good to you, child?

CLARA: We were very happy- . |

BETSEY: [ hope he left you well provided for. Did he? What arrangements did he
make before he died ?

- CLARA: He bought an annuity. *

BETSEY: How much?

CLARA: A hundred and five pounds a year.

— 2 —




BETSEY: Well, he might’ve done worse. Oh, do sit down, my dear You don’t look at
. all well. You must take great care of yourself, Clara. o :

CLARA: Yes. | | . t

BETSEY: Yes. When’s the girl due to be born?

CLARA: The glrl?

BETSEY: I havea presentlment that it’ll be a girl, and from the moment of her birth, I o .
intend to be her friend. I intend to be her godmother, Clara, and beg youw'll call her _
Betsey. Trotwood Copperfield. There must be no mistakes in life with this Betsey .

Trotwood. There must be no trifling with her affections, poor dear. She must be well

brought up, and well guarded from placing any foolish confidence where they are not |

deserved !, I shall make that my care.
CLARA: But it might be a boy.
BETSEY: No, no...out of the question.
CLARA: Ifitis, I shall call him David. Like his. .. like his father.
BETSEY: What is it, child? What’s the matter?
CLARA: Fetch the doctor. .. quickly. Fetch Mr. Chillip!
. ® @ .
(Peggotty, the maid, enters the parlour with a cup of tea.) |
PEGGOTTY: [I've brought you a cup of tea, Miss Trotwood, ma’am. -
BETSEY: Thank you. .. ah, thank you. How's your mistress? Is the doctor still with
her? | |
PEGGOTTY: Yes, ma’am. He’s been here nigh on four hours.
BETSEY: Good heavens, what time is it?
PEGGOTTY: It’s just gone midnight, ma’am. I heard it striking just now. .
BETSEY: What is it she calls you? Peggotty'i' P
- PEGGOTTY: Yes, ma’am.
BETSEY: Peggotty? |
PEGGOTTY: It’s my name, ma’am. . _
BETSEY: You don’t mean to tell me that a human being went into church and got her-
self christened Peggotty? '

ol

i

PEGGOTTY: It’s mysurname, ma’am. Mrs. Copperfield calls me that because our Chris-

tian names are the same, ma’am. (A4s Dr. Chillip enters the room) Mr. Chillip!
‘BETSEY: Well, doctor, how is she?

CHILLIP: I'm happy to congratulate you, Miss Trotwood. Everythlng IS NOW over, ma am, m

and well over. |
PEGGOTTY: Oh, heavens!

BETSEY: Hush, be quiet. How is she, Mr. Chillip ?

CHILLIP: She’ll soon be quite comfortable, I hope. As comfortable as we can expect

a young mother to be under these melancholy domestic circumstances.

—_— 3 —
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" BETSEY: And the baby? How is she?
CHILLIP: She, ma’am? It's a boy.
BETSEY: Boy‘? | ..
CHILLIP: Er—yes, ma’am. He’s an absolutely splendid, healthy young fellow-——
BETSEY: Fool! (Hits the doctor with her bonnet and walks out angrily.)
PEGGOTTY: A boy, Mr. Chllllp'
CHILLIP: Andbornat mldnlght with a caul on hlS head.® It’sa good omen, Peggotty At

- least he’ll never drown.
* o o* ‘%

(Many years later, Davy, now a g'rm:fn boy, listens to his mother speaking of the father
he never knew.) |
CLARA: 1wasanursery governess’in a family. Your dear father came to visit. He was
so kind to me, and paid me a great deal of attention. And at last lie proposed to me.
I accepted him. And so we were married. He was twice my age exactly. Always
gentle. If only his health had been better. If only he’d lived to see you, Davy.
o (Later,.in Davy’s bedroom, Peggotty is making Davy’s bed.)
-DAVY: Peggotty, were you ever married?
PEGGOTTY: Lord, Master Davy, what’s put marriage in your head?
DAVY: Were you, Peggotty? You're a handsome woman, after all.
PEGGOTTY:‘ Me handsome? I’'m nothing of the sort.
DAVY: 1 think you are.

PEGGOTTY: Ineverheard such nonsense in all my life! Now pass me that pillow, there’s
a good boy. | |

DAVY: Peggotty, you mustn’'t marry more than one person at a tlme, n}ust you?
PEGGOTTY: Dear me, certainly not!

'DAVY: But if you marry a person, and that person dies, you may marr); another again,
mayn’t you?
PEGGOTTY: You may if you choose; it’s a matter of opinion. ®
DAVYY: What’s your opinion, Peggotty ? -
PEGGOTTY: My opinion, Master Davy, is that | was never married myself, and that I
~don’t intend to be. That® all I can say on the subject. Now careful, you're standing
on the blanket! - . |
(From the hall, Davy overhears his mother speaking to a strange man.) " |
MURDSTONE’S VOICE: ... going to Lowestoft next week. ... I've got some friends '
| there with a yacht. '
CLARA’S VOICE: That'll be very pleasant for you.
MURDSTONE'’S VOICE: Yes, won’t it? I only hope the weather holds.
(Inside the parlour) '
CLARA’S VOICE Oh, I think it w1|l

— 4 —




MURDSTONE: Let’s hope so. It’s been a remarkable summer.
CLARA: How long will you be staying? | - | .
MURDSTONE: Only for the day. ' This little village holds too many attractions forme
~ to stay away any longer.* | | | | |
(Davy enters the room and goes 10 his mother who kisses him.) ' R
CLARA: Davy! Davy! What are you doing here? Davy. . . Davy. . |

MURDSTONE: What a lucky little boy! Not even a king could be more prmleged 0.

DAVY: What does he mean?

MURDSTONE. I mean you're lucky to be embraced by a woman such as your mother.

CLARA: You should be in bed. |

DAVY: 1 couldn’t sleep.

CLARA: Come along, now. Say goodnight to Mr. Murdstone. (Davy refuses ta.)' |
Don’t be so foolish, Davy.

- MURDSTONE: He’s shy, that’s all.

CLARA: You remember Mr., Murdstone. |

MURDSTONE: Come on, Davy, let’s shake hands. Let’'s be the best fI‘lBIldS in the world
shall we? (Davy reaches out his left hand.) Wrong hand, Davy, wrong hand!

CLARA: What a silly boy you are! . _

MURDSTONE: Well now, my fine young man, how would you like to come on an ad-

 venture? |

DAVY: What adventure? | |

MURDSTONE: ['m going to Lowestoft next week. How would you like to come with
me? |

DAYY: I don't know. | b -

CLARA: But of course you would, Davy! Say thank you to Mr. Murdéstbn& ft’s very

kind of him to ask you. o »-
DAVY: Thank you, Mr. Murdstone. It's very kind of you to ask me.
A . -

{ T he next week Davy gets dressed for his trip to Lowestoft.) | | -
PEGGCTTY: Now you be a good boy, won't you, Davy? You behave you;rself and
don’t speak uniess you’re spoken to. There! There. .. very smart you loo%. Yous

mama wants Mr. Murdstone to think well of you.
DAVY: Why? |

- PEGGOTTY: Dear me, what a question!

DAYY: Why, Peggotty? Is he important?

- PEGGOTTY: Well, of course he’s important, all gentlemen are 1mportanf Now ha%f@ you -

get a clean handkerchief? Comb your halr Davy.
{Mr. Murdstone takes Davy to Lowestoft for the day. They go into a hotel Eomge w}zere
a man is waiting for them.)

— 5 —




 QUINION: Ah, and who's this little shaver?!?
- MURDSTONE: That's Davy. |

. QUINION: Davy who? Davy Jones?

MURDSTONE: David Copperfield. - _ | .

- QUINION: What! The bewitching Mrs. Copperfield’s encumbrance?'? The pretty

- little widow? - S '
MURDSTONE Careful, QUIHIOH Somebody’s sharp.

QUINION: Who is? |

MURDSTONE: Brooks of Sheffield.!3 |

QUINION: And what is the opinion of ‘Brooks of Sheffield’ in reference to the projected
~ business? ' |

MURDSTONE: Well, he doesn’t understand too much about it at present, but not gene-

' rally favourable. (A waiter brings a tray with a few glasses of sherry on it.) Ah, here’s

the sherry. Thank you. One for you. Here you are, Davy. Help yourself to a blSCUlt
DAVY: Am I to drink this, sir?

MURDSTONE: Why, of course you are.
| QUINION: We’'ll drink a toast, Master Copperfield.
DAVY: [I’ve never done that before, sir. |
- QUINION: Now’s the time to learn.” Stand up straight. Raise your glass. And say
“Confusion to Brooks of Sheffield!” !¢ Come along, Master Copperfield. Let’s hear
the toast.
DAVY: (Raising his glass.) ‘‘Confusion to Brooks of Sheffield!”
| (All three drink to this toast, then burst into laughter.)

* & *
{

(Davy has returned home. His mother asks him what Mr. Murdstone sqid about her.)

CLARA: What did they say, Davy? Tell me again. 1 can’t quite believe if.

DAVY: He said you were bewitching.

CLARA: No, never bewitching, surely? It can’t have been bewitching!

DAVY: But, it was. ‘“Bewitching Mrs. Copperfield”. And “pretty’”.

CLARA: No, no, it was never pretty.

DAVY: But I heard him, mama. “Pretty little widow,” he said.

CLARA: Oh, what ridiculous creatures men can be! Davy. .. don’t tell Peggotty about
this. She might be angry with them. I'm angry with them myself, of course, but I'd

| rather Peggotty didn’t know:; You won't tell her, will you? |

DAVY: If you don’t want me to.

. CLARA: Promise?

-DAVY: 1 promise.

CLARA: Good boy. Sleep well, Davy. God bless you.

‘DAVY: Goodnight, mama. Mama. .. who’s Brooks of Sheffield?
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CLARA: Who?

DAVY: Brooks of Sheffield. Mr. Murdstone talked about him. |

CLARA: Probably one of his business friends. Goodnight, Davy. Go to sleep.
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(Days later, Peggotty is dusting in the parlour.)

CLARA: Peggotty.

PEGGOTTY: Yes, my dear?

CLARA: Have you told him?1!5

- PEGGOTTY: No, my dear, not yet.

CLARA: But I asked you —

PEGGOTTY: There’s been no chance.

CLARA: 1 asked you this morning.

PEGGOTTY: 1 know.

CLARA: Where 1s he?

PEGGOTTY: Upstairs. Reading one of his books.

CLARA: Davy! Davy! (To Peggotty.) Tell him now. Peggotty, you must tell him.

DAVY: Yes, mama? |

CLARA: Peggotty’s got a surprise for you, Davy.

DAVY: A sﬁrprise? What is 1t, Peggotty? Please, tell me! Please!

PEGGOTTY: [I've been planning a trip. Master Davy. -

DAVY: What sort of a trip?

PEGGOTIY: For youand me. How would you like to spend a fortnight at my brother’s
house? Wouldn't that be a treat?

DAVY: Where does he live, Peggotty?

PEGGOTTY: At Yarmouth, right alongside the sea.

DAVY: Is he an agreeable man? - - ,-: - |

PEGGOTTY: Oh, what an agreeable man he is. .. and then there’s the' sea, the boats
and ships and the beach and Ham to play with. Now wouldn’t that be a treat?

DAVY: What about you, Mama?

CLARA: No, I'll stay here. I'm not very fond of the seaside.

DAVY: But who'll look after you? -

CLARA: Davy..
DAVY: You can’t Iwe here alone, Mama, not for a whole fortmght
CLARA: Well, of course I can. What a thing to say. Go to Yarmouth, Davy, I want

you to.
DAVY: Then Vil go.
L

» .
(Davy and Peggotty arrive in Yarmouth.)

DAVY: Wake up, Peggotty. There’s the sea.
BARKIS: Whoa! Come on, Master Copperfield.

—7 —

- T U TR wrerr e 1)




