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In their continuing struggle for
true independence and democracy,
the Filipino people have always been
confronted in their own soil, with the
largest arsenal of US military power
in Southeast Asia - the American
military bases. Today, these bases
are still the most visible vestiges of
colonialism in the Philippines.

In his study of these bases, Prof.
Roland G. Simbulan consistently
argues from the point of view of the
Filipino people. The book documents
the escalating US military involve-
ment in Philippine affairs vis-a-vis the
US bases especially as the bases
function, directly or indirectly, to
perpetuate our continuing underdevel-
opment. It documents the role of US
military bases in the maintenance of
US interests in the Philippines and
their importance to American global
strategy. it also shows the repercus-
sions and implications of the US mili-
tary presence in the Philippines, re-
vealing the subservience of some
Filipino leaders through their consent
and connivance in the maintenance
of US military bases.



Prof. Roland G. Simbulan teach-
es development studies courses and
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of Social Sciences (1982-85). He is
a Fellow of the Third World Studies
Center of the University of the
Philippines and Vice Chairman of the
Board of Directors of /bon Data
bank, Philippines. At present, he is
General Secretary of the United
Teachers and Employees of the U.P,
System, a national alliance of 8 ma-
jor organizations of faculty, acade-
mic non-teaching and non-academic
personnel in the University of the
Philippines (UP) and National Exe-
cutive Board Member of the Alliance
of Concerned Teachers (ACT-Philip-
pines). He has lectured widely not
only in the Philippines, but also in
Australia, New Zealand, Europe,
Japan and Hong kong.
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Author’s Note for the Second Edition

Since the first edition of this book was published
in late 1983, it has been read both by people who
share my views and others who don’t.

| feel well rewarded to be told that this book has
played a role in bringing about a more informed
debate on the bases issue in relation to the Philippine
crisis.

The past two years | have spent continuously
researching, writing and lecturing around the Phil-
ippines, the AsiaPacific region and Europe, and in
the process, deepening and unmasking additional
evidence of the real issues that have for so long been
kept from public view. The Second Edition includes
updated tables and additional appendices which
further substantiate the main thesis of this book.

It is my fervent hope that this Second Edition
will help the Filipino people in advancing one step
further the day towards national emancipation and
final victory.

R.G.S.
Manila, Sept. 30, 1985.
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Foreword

This foreword to Professor Roland Simbulan’s
book is written at an extremely critical moment in
our nation's history due to the assassination of
Senator Benigno S. Aquino, Jr.

There is a relationship which in context of this
time, | would like to bring out - the probiem of Ameri-
can military bases in the Philippines which was a
concern uppermost in the late senator’'s mind over
the last few years.

Among his last public acts of significance in
the United States was his testimony in June 1983
before the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific
Affairs of the US House Committee on Foreign
Affairs. Not known in the past for open opposition
to the American bases here, he finally declared be-
fore the Subcommittee:

All the weapons that the Marcos regime is acquiring
will never be pointed at a foreign invader but will be used
against Filipino freedom fighters struggling against dicta-
torship. . .

Why then should American taxpayer's money be spent
to purchase weapons that would be used against Filipinos
opposed to Marcos dictatorship?. .

By the terms of the Bases Agreement, the Marcos
regime was granted a total of $425 million - over five
years — in security assistance consisting of $125 million in
grant military assistance and $300 million in Foreign Mili-
tary Sales and Credits. . .
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Here lies the supreme irony. The Marcos dictatorship
will be supplied with weapons on credit to be repaid over
twenty years and the first payment to start ten years after
delivery of the weapons. Supposing the coalition of forces
now ranged against the regime succeed in toppling it,
under the latest Bases Agreement, these victorious rebe!
forces will be obliged to pay for the weapons used to kill
and eliminate them.

If the victorious forces refuse to pay for the weapons
bought on credit ~ and they should by all moral standards
— will this not be a time-bomb in any future post-Marcos
Philippine~-American relations?

Should America be identified as a weapon supplier of
a repressive regime? For more than four decades, Ameri-
can teachers taught Filipinos to love freedom and die for it,
if need be...

Because the Reagan administration has agreed to in-
crease the military assistance to the Marcos regime in ex-
change for the continued access and unhampered use of
the bases, the Anti-Bases Coalition, originally a handfui of
nationalist leaders, has now expanded its ranks to include
even respected jurists and other civil leaders who hereto-
fore were ambivalent on the bases question...

Aquino died for the very freedom he said
America had taught Filipinos. Yet, American tele-
vision interviews and commentaries following his
deathr, notably that with former Assistant Secretary
(for East Asian and Pacific Affairs) Richard Hol-
brooke, brought into stark relief the primordial
reason underlying American interest in the Philip-
pines: to hold on to the military bases at all costs
and by any means — even at the cost of the free-
dom of the Filipino peopie, even by the means of a
repressive dictatorship friendly to the United

States.
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Not that these television programs had uncov-
ered anything new or previously unknown to those
who have foliowed US policy towards the outside
world, especially South and Central America,
Greece, Iran and the Philippines, of course. Those
programs only brought home to a much, much
wider public what has been known to the con-
cerned Filipinos for many years now. A great mea-
sure of what Ninoy Aguino has done for his country
was to project this truth upon many more Fiiipinos
than those who had recognized the truth earlier
could have done over a much longer period of time.

With the dramatic awakening of the mass of
our people to this truth and its related corollaries -
the oppression and injustice perpetrated on our
people at the altar, ultimately, of US interest - it is
vital for us to strengthen our resolve to strive for
true freedom, true independence and true demo-
cracy.

Professor Simbulan takes us one step further
in the logical process by arguing, very persuasively,
that the US interests even with reference to the
bases are not wholly security interests, that is in-
terests vis-a-vis the Soviet military threat, but
economic interests, “‘big business’ investments in
the Philippines and in Southeast Asia.

One is tempted to ask other questions. Is the
“Cold War' genuinely a conflict of ideologies only,
or is it also one of economic systems and tor eco-
nomic supremacy and hegemony? Is this “war’
exacerbated deliberately to force those nations who
need not be involved - the “Third World” - into
having to choose between "black™ and “white”’ and
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to prevent them\ from seeking out an alternative
system that will be free of the undesirable because
palpable harshness and inhumanity of either, yes,
one should repeat, either alternative?

If Professor Simbulan’s logic on these points
do not move us, then perhaps the ultimate argu-
ment — the argument from terror — of nuclear disas-
ter and the real danger it poses to our survival as a
people as long as we allow American bases within
our shores, will finally jolt our people out of their
lethargy.

Irony of ironies indeed, the American bases,
once conceived in defense of our security, have
over time and events, become the bases of our pro-
founa insecurity.

LORENZO M. TANADA
Chairman Emeritus
Nuclear-Free Philippines Coalition

(NFPC)



Preface

The Philippines is an “independent’’ country
that 1s not sovereign, a ‘‘democratic’”’ country
whose people are not free, a state that is not yet a
nation, a rich land filled with poor people.

The roots of these cruel paradoxes lie in our
colonial past and neo-colonial present. Nothing
symbolizes that past and this present more vividly
than the continued presence of US military bases
in the land.

In 1933, the United States offered to recognize
our independence on condition that we allow it to
retain military bases on our land. Our people
roundly rejected the offer - aithough even then
there was apprehension about the growing Japa-
nese menace to Asia. So the Philippine Indepen-
dence Act of 1934, popularly known as the Tydings
McDuffie Act, offered to recognize the indepen-
dence of the Philippines by July 4, 1946, without
the US retaining military bases. The people accept-
ed the Tydings-McDuffie Act and made it part of
our 1935 Constitution.

Then came World War ll. The Japanese men-
ace became a reality. Japan successfully invaded
the Philippines, despite the bases the US had here.
In 1944, shortly before the US re-took the country
from Japan, the US government exacted an agree-
ment from the Philippine government in exile that it
would retain its bases as a pre-condition to recog-
nizing Philippine Independence. That condition, of
course, violated both the Tydings-McDuffie Act and
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the solemn promises of US President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in behalf of his government. The Bases
Agreement was finally signed on March 14, 1947,
Since the Tydings-McDuffie Act had been approved
by the people, and the Bases Agreement changed
that law, the agreement required the people's ap-
proval. But it was never submitted to the people.
And neither has any of its amendments, including
the 1983 amendments that impliedly extend its
term. The agreement, therefore, was illegal from the
start.

Moreover, the bases had not been able to pre-
vent the Japanese invasion of the country. And by
1947 Japan had been thoroughly defeated, so that
the Philippines - and the United States, for that
matter — were not in danger ot any external attack.
So the evident purpose of the bases was not and is
not defense of the Philippines or of the United
States, but to protect US power in and consolidate
US dominance over Asia and the Middle East.

Since 1947, we have felt the adverse effects of
the bases. Our sovereignty has been impaired by
continuing US government interference in our inter-
nal affairs. Our moral fabric and social cohesion
have been damaged by the conversion of the com-
munities surrounding the bases into huge camp
towns, where gambling, prostitution and vice
abound: and smuggling of US PX goods has abet-
ted both crime and a consumer mentality ill fitted
for rational social and economic development. The
bases have directly retarded our economic deve-
lopment by depriving the nation of the productive
use of some 100,000 hectares of land and by pre-



