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Preface

This book is intended to provide the upper-division student with a comprehen-
sive grounding in modern products liability law.

Products liability has been in the vortex of controversy regarding the so-called
torts-insurance crises of the mid-1970s and the 1980s. A number of states have
enacted restrictive legislation, and numerous forays in this regard have been made
at the federal level. We attempt to cover these developments throughout the book.
In addition, we have placed emphasis on the emerging areas of toxic tort and
mass tort litigation. We have also emphasized the important policy issues at stake
in the products arena.

We have endeavored in our note materials to include issues not covered, or not
adequately covered, in the principal cases, while at the same time avoiding
stultifying encyclopedic coverage. We trust that the notes are full enough and
sufficiently self-explanatory to make further explication unnecessary.

In the problems and hypotheticals contained in the text, we have tried to be
gender neutral. Particular choices of gender or gender-related names in the
problems are not intended to convey any belief about the characteristics or habits
of the gender in question. The names of natural and legal persons used in the
problems are not intended to refer to or disparage any specific persons or entities.
Any similarity between a real person or entity and a character in a problem is
coincidental.

“String” citations and non-quote source citations have been omitted without
any note of their omission. We have been liberal in our correction of citations and
citation form appearing in cases and materials. Generally, footnotes have been
deleted from the cases. Where retained, footnote numbers retain their original
numbering. Editorial footnotes are specifically identified as such.

Jerry J. Phillips
Nicolas P. Terry
Frank J. Vandall

October, 1993
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