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PREFACE

The increasing linkages that connect the world’s peoples and nations
make the study of international relations, and the understanding of those
linkages, more important than ever. The emergence of the global econ-
omy, the impact of communications and technology, and the sweeping
changes affecting the world as we move toward the beginning of the
twenty-first century bring new dimensions and new issues to world af-
fairs and to the study of international relations.

Interdependence: An Introduction to International Relations gives
major emphasis to those new dimensions and issues while stressing the
fundamental concepts and principles in international relations. It covers
the dramatic and significant developments that have altered the world’s
political landscape in recent years, but also gives thorough treatment to
the historic factors influencing world politics and to the traditional char-
acteristics of international affairs.

The growing interdependence among nations is a2 theme that resonates
throughout this book. As it focuses on the factors that draw peoples and
nations together, it also gives attention to the issues that cause or may
may cause division in the contemporary world.

Part 1 provides both the foundation and the framework for viewing,
understanding, and analyzing world affairs. Part I examines in some de-
tail the major issues confronting the world and those likely to be impor-
tant in the years ahead, and uses these issues to elaborate on points made
in Part L. Particular attention is given to such issues as the environment;
population; weapons proliferation; North-South relations; regionalization
and the international political economy; ethnic/nationalist factors in
international relations; and the growing significance of communications
and technology, including the powerful role the media can play in inter-
national politics.

Throughout Interdependence, illustrative examples and brief studies
explain and amplify main points and themes, including key concepts
and theories.

An important feature is a series of profiles of individual leaders. Also,
city portraits of Berlin and Mexico City illustrate some historic, contem-
porary, and continuing issues in world affairs. The profiles emphasize the
importance individual leaders can have in international relations and,
along with the city portraits, strengthen the basic points covered in the
proximate chapters. The profile essays deal with the character, style,
ideas/policies, and historical significance of the individuals and their
countries. In a broad sense, the model for these profiles was a series writ-
ten by Walter Bagehot in the nineteenth century about British leaders
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and statesmen. While it is immodest to suggest a comparison to Bagehot,
it would be improper not to pay tribute to the example he provided.

Among the other features of this textbook are a number of maps, with
detailed captions, and other illustrations designed to assist readers and
complement the text. Key terms and concepts are defined in context
throughout the book and are included in a comprehensive glossary at the
end of the book. An overall bibliography and suggestions for further read-
ing at the end of most profiles are also provided.

Anyone who tries to simplify international relations is not doing the
subject proper justice and risks ignoring the subtleties and great variety
of forces that influence the interplay among nations. However, I have at-
tempted to make Interdependence as practical as possible, stressing basic
points in a “real world” context and discussing the complex issues that
confront the world in a clear and comprehensive manner.

We are living in a time of extraordinary change and new directions in
world affairs, and, considering the regularity with which such change has
been occurring, it would be impossible for any book on international re-
lations to be up-to-the-minute, even if that were desirable. However, this
textbook does take into account not only the landmark changes in Eu-
rope, as symbolized by the fall of the Berlin Wall and the unification of
Germany, but also the collapse of Soviet communism, the 1991 Persian
Gulf War and related events, and the seemingly contradictory trends of
integration and disintegration at work in the world of the 1990s. These
developments and analyses of their significance are incorporated through-
out the book, leading up to the consideration in the concluding chapter
of the future world order and of international issues for the twenty-first
century.

This book is the product of many years of study, teaching, and involve-
ment in international relations. My own interest in the subject began
to intensify when, while an undergraduate at the University of Texas, I
participated in a student exchange program at the University of Chile.
Graduate study in France served to strengthen my interest. It was further
intensified during my years of working, teaching, and writing in the field
of international relations. I have been fortunate enough to travel to al-
most all of the countries discussed in this book and to spend lengthy peri-
ods in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America.

The actual work on this book was done in a variety of locales. As befits
a book on international relations, I worked in Germany, Costa Rica, Pan-
ama, and Britain. Additionally, sojourns in various parts of the United
States have also been helpful. Time spent in Austin; Washington; Phoenix;
San Francisco; and at Blue Mountain Lake, New York, was valuable in vari-
ous ways. While I benefited from these brief changes of venue, I did most
of the work at home in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Appreciation and acknowledgment should go to numerous individuals
and institutions, far too many to mention here.



In addition to my home base, the Fulbright Institute of International
Relations at the University of Arkansas, institutions that have been sup-
portive include the Foreign Ministry of the German Federal Republic; the
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (German Academic Exchange
Service ); and the Instituto Centroamerico de Asuntos Internacionales
(Central American Institute for International Affairs) in San Jose, Costa
Rica. Special appreciation also goes to Harriet Barlow and the staff of the
Blue Mountain Center.

Any acknowledgments must also include an expression of gratitude to
J. William Fulbright and Robert C. Byrd for the opportunities they pro-
vided me in my years as a United States Senate staff member, and to my
staff colleagues during those years. The experience I had working on
international issues was invaluable.

I have also benefited from the many colleagues I have worked with
over the years and from my students, who are a constant source of educa-
tion. Specifically, in terms of the work on this book, I express apprecia-
tion to friends and colleagues Donald R. Kelley, Margaret Scranton, Kathy
Hirsch, and Raymond Eichmann for their comments on sections of the
manuscript. Additionally, I appreciate the helpful suggestions of the re-
viewers, notably Richard H. Foster of Idaho State University and James W.
Peterson of Valdosta State College.

A number of individuals at Harcourt Brace Jovanovich deserve ac-
knowledgment for their assistance, particularly Drake Bush, the editor
with whom ! originally discussed this book and who helped guide it to
completion. Others at HB) who were helpful in various ways include Don
Fujimoto, Kay Kaylor, Julia Ross, Louise Sandy, David Tatom, and Mandy
Van Dusen.

Special thanks go to everyone at the Fulbright Institute for all of the
help and support I have received while working on this project. I am
deeply indebted to Elizabeth (Betty ) Skinner for her extremely valuable
assistance in preparing this manuscript, and to Sivagami Natesan.

I also want to express special appreciation to Ellen Gilchrist for her
interest and encouragement.

Finally, this book is dedicated to my daughters, Pamela and Camille. It
is their generation that will be the primary audience for this book, and it
will, I hope, significantly strengthen their generation’s interest in and
understanding of the world in which we live.
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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction:
Linkage and Power
in an Interdependent
World

In the age of intercontinental nuclear weapons, the issues of war and
peace, which are at the center of international relations, should be
matters of concern to citizens of every nation. Much of the world’s tech-
nological capability and a substantial portion of the world’s resources are
channeled into the development and production of increasingly sophisti-
cated and powerful weapons and for other security-related purposes.

Critical as these issues are, many of the world’s citizens may be more
concerned with problems or conflicts that are much more immediate
and tangible to them than the threat of nuclear war. The problems may
be food shortages or even famine, or overcrowded or inadequate living
conditions. Problems such as these may be exacerbated by or contribute
to the political, ethnic, and religious conflicts that plague various regions
of the world.

It may not be readily apparent to those who are caught up in these
predicaments, but these conflicts and problems are often influenced by
events in or actions by other nations, and, in turn, these issues almost
always have international implications. For example, Vietnam, Nicaragua,
and Afghanistan are all countries that have been torn by struggles which
had international as well as domestic dimensions.

THeFealityinrtodays world'is, as a former president of Mexico suc-
cinctly stated, “Everything is part of everything else.”

This is true not only with problems, with conflict and turmoil, but with
progress, with economic development and commerce:

The interconnections among the world’s nations and peoples are in-
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

creasingly obvious but frequently overlooked, even when they have very
direct effects. There are many examples of these interconnections:

B A farmer in lowa or the Canadian plains grows wheat that eventually is
used for bread in Russia.

® Workers in a Japanese-owned plant in Mexico make television sets
which are sold in the United States.

B A Venezuelan watches an American-made movie, dubbed in Spanish, on
a video recorder manufactured in Korea.

B A Frenchman at a sidewalk cafe in Paris drinks coffee or cocoa that
came from crops in the Ivory Coast or Brazil.

B Using a computer made in Germany, an Italian government worker
communicates with her colleagues at the European Economic Commu-
nity (Common Market) headquarters in Brussels.

® A Philippine airline, using American-made planes, transports a Chinese
official to London to discuss selling clothes made in China to British
stores.

® Oil from Saudi Arabia is used for the fuel which enables a Dutch ship
captain to drive his Japanese car to the port of Rotterdam so he can sail
his cargo ship of electronic equipment and chemicals to Greece and
North Africa and return with a load of bauxite, lignite, or iron ore.

B A customer interested in doing business with the world’s largest com-
panies might order clothes from a United States firm—the largest ap-
parel maker is Levi Strauss—but the materials could well come from
Japan, which has the three top textile makers. Planning a dinner party?
The food and beverages could come from United States companies,
but Unilever, a British-Dutch company, produces Lipton Tea and Ragu
spaghetti sauce, Nestle (Swiss) makes chocolates, and Grand Metro-
politan, another British company. owns Pillsbury and Burger King.
For music at the party, Yamaha (Japan) is the world’s largest piano
company.

8 A study of the components of a European Ford Escort car, assembled in
either Britain or Germany, indicated that parts could come from as
many as 15 different countries, including, for example, cylinder head
from Italy, heater hose from Austria, speedometer from Switzerland,
brakes from France, fan belt from Denmark, tires from Belgium, and
starter from Japan.

Obviously, these are merely a few examples of the international
connections.

Consider also factors and real and potential developments such as
these:



LINKAGE AND POWER IN AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD 5

® Following the disaster at the nuclear power plant in Chernobyl in the
Soviet Union, radiation emissions reached a number of countries, offer-
ing a dramatic demonstration of how meaningless national boundaries
are in such circumstances. It was also a vivid reminder of the devastat-
ing effects that even a small nuclear weapon could have.

® Many Third World (sometimes called less-developed or developing)
countries borrowed large amounts from Western financial institutions
to finance development projects in their countries. When there was an
international economic downturn, many of the Third World nations
could not meet their repayment obligations. Not only did this cause
problems for those who made the loans, but, because of the debt prob-
lem, Third World nations reduced their purchases of products from
the industrialized countries. Since debtor nations had to devote nearly
all of their export earnings to servicing debt (paying interest), they
were unable to continue importing goods from abroad. Overall, the
debt problem affected citizens of many nations. In the United States,
not only did it affect many in banking and finance but it also had an
impact on many others whose livelihood was tied to exports, including
farmers and a variety of manufacturers.

B Terrorists hijack an airliner in a location or for a cause that may seem
relatively obscure to those who are victimized, or to the millions
around the world who watch news of the events on television, includ-
ing live, on-the-spot coverage from the airport where the airliner and
its passengers are held. Because of the technological capabilities of
modern communication, news of such events can have an almost in-
stantaneous impact in many nations.

® Arms are sold by one nation to another, and the recipient nation then
uses them against a third nation, which is an ally of the nation that origi-
nally sold the weapons.

B The datelines of the news stories that make headlines shift from one
region to another, sometimes reading like destinations on a round-the-
world flight itinerary. Ethiopia, Argentina, Iran, Korea, New Zealand,
Uganda, Poland, Iraq, and Sweden have all been the subjects of major
news stories in recent years.

® The Middle East and Persian Gulf region has 60 percent of the world’s
oil reserves, but only 4 percent of the world’s population. Many coun-
tries outside the region—Japan being a notable example—are heavily
dependent on Middle Eastern oil. On the other hand, many of the oil-
exporting countries rely on imports for much of their food.

® Airborne pollutants from industrial plants are easily carried beyond na-
tional boundary lines; for example, “acid rain” (or acid deposition ) has
been a subject of friction between the United States and Canada. Toxic
waste after a chemical fire in Switzerland resulted in major problems
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NATION-STATES AND
INTERCONNECTIONS

downstream on the Rhine river in Germany and the Netherlands. A slo-
gan used by some environmentalists, “Everyone lives downstream,” has
a definite ring of truth in today’s world.

B A group of refugees from Sri Lanka, who had fled their country because
they claimed they were being persecuted, arrived in Canada after being
transported on a West German ship. There have been a number of in-
stances of “boat people” escaping oppression or political turmoil in
various countries. In recent years the United States has drawn political
refugees from many countries, including Vietnam, Cambodia, Cuba,
and El Salvador.

B Ethnic and religious conflicts can spill across national borders. In past
centuries there were major religious wars. Late in the twentieth cen-
tury, there were still conflicts, for example, between Muslims and
Hindus in Asia or between Sunni and Shiite Muslims in the Near East.

Six nations have confirmed that they have successfully exploded nu-
clear devices—the United States (1945), the Soviet Union (1949), Brit-
ain (1952), France (1960), the People’s Republic of China (11964 ), and
India (1974). Others—including Israel, South Africa, and Pakistan—are
believed to have nuclear capability or the ability to attain it. Still other
countries would like to acquire nuclear weapons or may attempt to cross
the nuclear threshold. The proliferation of nuclear weapons makes inter-
national relations less predictable #nd almost certainly more dangerous.
The acquisition of nuclear weapons by unstable regimes could add a new
and perilous dimension to international relations.

In a number of ways the nations of the world are increasingly linked
together. Technological breakthroughs, such as satellite communica-
tions, point toward further diminution of barriers between nations. How-
ever, despite these transnational influences, divisions persist within and
among nations, and localized conflicts can rapidly escalate and draw in
other nations. Studies have indicated that wars waged to regain lost ter-
ritory and revolutions undertaken by ethnic minorities in the interest of
self-determination have accounted for 70 percent of all international
conflicts. Military spending and the development and acquisition of
weapons has continued unabated, and the total annual expenditure of all
countries for weapons has climbed toward the $1 trillion mark.

Regional groupings are becoming more important in world affairs, espe-
cially in an economic sense, and some of the trends discussed earlier in
this chapter are rendering national boundaries less meaningful than in
the past. Nonetheless, the nation-state system provides the basis for the
structure and organization of the contemporary world. And, as will be
discussed in following chapters, nationalism is one of the most powerful



