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Introduction

This book presents a selection of apartments, single-family homes and lofts that have managed to create a spacious
atmosphere in less than 1,000 sguare fest. The homes were chosen because they offer practical solutions to prob-
lems derived from a lack of space.

New Small Homes contains a wealth of ideas on how to make a small home more comfortable. One solution is to use
partition walls on wheels, moveable closets or sliding doors that enable the residents to alter the distribution of the
rooms according to their needs. Another ingenious strategy is 1o take advantage of empty cormners by installing folding
tables or custom-built shelves and closets.

Some architects use a home's vertical space to create a new level. Lofts caneasily accommodate a studio, an extra
bedroom or storage. Furnishings also play an important role since their careful selection can make a home appear larg-
er than it is. Architects have specially designed some of the multi-purpose fumishings included in these pages.

In the introduction, we wanted to highlight the most
briliant resources. Constructive elements like win-
dows, skylights and stairs can distort the perception
of space. Special strategies in kitchens and bath-
rooms can make them more practical. And optional
elements, like terraces, attics and fumishings, can
optimize the small interior of a home.




The strategic installation of windows permits
abundant light to enter the residence in a way
that makes the space seem larger than it is.
Poor lighting can cause the house to appear
smaller. Openings in vertical partitions can link
distinct rooms and generate a continuity that
gives the project the feeling of a large, con-
nected space, not just the sum of many small

rooms.




Terraces are elements that bring value to the
residence, not only for the luxury of dining out-
doors on a hot day, but because they increase
the area of a house, even if only in a percep-
tive way. Glass facades establish a direct rela-
tionship between the interior and the exterior,
so that even while indoors, the terrace, the
views, the city and the sky form part of the

home.




skylights

>/“‘

Many of the lofts presented in the book are
blessed with skylights that respond to the ceil-
ing’s reduced dimensions, whether low or
sloped. Skylights break up the roof and light-
en it. Views of the sky and natural light add

warmth to the atmosphere.
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Closets play a fundamental role in small
homes because they accommodate distinct
functions. In the projects described, we find
large pieces of furniture containing bath-
rooms, kitchens or beds that can close to
conceal their function. In other cases, we find
mobile closets that can slide to reorganize a
room or that can hide in the wall and disap-

pear.




Though all the projects share the quality of a
small surface area, some of them enjoy high
ceilings. In these cases, the architects have
taken advantage of the height to create dis-
tinct levels inside one domestic space. In
most of the examples, the attic is visually relat-
ed to the main floor by way of glass partitions
or medium-height partition walls that create
continuity in order to increase the sensation of

space.



The reduced dimensions of the homes includ-
ed in this book required that most elements
be specially designed for each case. Since it
is often impossible to find kitchens for such
limited measurements, the architects had to
create imaginative solutions. Some kitchens
are located inside pieces of furniture that can
be closed. Others occupy only a bar, and
many of them are open to the living room or

the dining room.




bathrooms

The small bathrooms were designed using
ingenious and experimental construction solu-
tions. In some cases, the bathroom forms part
of the room, and in others — especially in

those that do not require privacy — they have

been placed in the middle of the living room.

The materials used are not always conven-
tional tiles. The designers have also incorpo-
rated new components like metallic mesh,

stainless steel and, even, wood.




LIVING IN A WATER TANK

Pool Architektur

TH iS project is located on the terrace of an old
industrial building in Vienna that was restored to house
offices and workshops. Pool Architektur, a young and
daring Austrian team, managed to transform the build-
iNng's water tank into a micro-apartment. The result is
an example of how a true home can be created in only
194 square feet.

Even though the tank no longer contains water, the
architects preserved its original structure, including the
sloping walls on the lower part. Though they painted
the brick white, they did not smooth it out or rejoin it in
order to maintain its rough texture. The glass fagcade
that leads onto the terrace provides the apartment
with views of the city's rooftops.

Most of the furniture, including the bed, the dining
table and the closet, is mobile and slides into a small
metal volume in the wall when not in use. This storage
volume sticks out of the construction and enables the
residents to free up space inside.

The kitchen projects out of the wall and is a sculptur-
al element made of a metal sheet in the form of an L.
The refrigerator is suspended from the ceiling and is
strategically positioned to facilitate its use without
blocking the passageway.

The shower consists of a metallic plate and a faucet
inserted into the wall. The architects did not hang cur-
tains because the one space that requires privacy, the
bathroom, is closed off. A rotating television sits in a
nook in the wall and can be turned towards either the
bathroom or the living room.

Pool Architektur has demonstrated that claustropho-
bia does not result from a home’s measurements, but

from poor management of space.

dh
&

Architects: Pool Architektur Photographs: Hertha Hurnaus Location: Vienna, Austria Completion date: 1999 Area: 194 sq. feet
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