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Preface

THis HANDBOOK is designed to be informative of the scope of
cardiovascular surgery. It deals almost exclusively with the tech-
nical aspects of the operative procedures which are used to restore
circulatory function in disease states and to correct congenital
anomalies. Despite its technical nature, it is primarily intended for-
physicians with general interest in medicine and for general sur-
geons who will find here an account of the treatment possibilities
in a variety of conditions. Without such graphic portrayal as that
permitted by an operative handbook, some of these procedures may
remain obscure to those not directly engaged in the field, with the
result that patients may be denied usefu! treatment. It is not likely
that cardiovascular surgeons will benefit from this volume beyond
observing the individual technical maneuvers employed by the
authors in carrying out the procedures described.

Some liberties have been taken in exceeding the limitations of a
“technical handbook by discussing examination and clinical diag-
nosis. However, the actual indications for the operations and
reviews of known results of the individual procedures are not con-
sidered. 1t is evident that a meaningful presentation of information
upon which a mature judgment in the application of surgery of this
type could be developed would require many volumes. Selection of
patients is generally left to those whose specialized experience in
the field has qualified them for the task. In many instances the final
evaluation of results of a procedure is far from being attained. The
inclusion of a procedure in this handbook is. therefore, not intended
to indicate that it is firmly established as an accepted operation
which will surely stand the test of the future.
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Preface

The efforts of a great number of surgeons are represented in the
surgical procedures included here. It is perhaps fortunate that
bibliographic references to the reports which contributed to the
development of the operations were not planned. Although many
definite breakthroughs characterize the advance in the field, much
of the progress has evolved through parallel work at several centers.
We acknowledge the lack of identification of those who had most
to do with the development of thesc operations, a defect overcome
only in the few instances in which a surgeon’s name has been applied
by common usage.

We are grateful 1o our medical illustrators, Miss Diane L. Nelson,
Mr. Russell Carlson and his assistant, Mrs. Ruth Best, and to Miss
Gerry Stearns and our secretaries. We acknowledge with thanks the
patient work of Mr. James L. Holman in organizing the process of
completion of the volume.

OrMAND C. JuLiAN
WiLLiaM S. DYE
HUSHANG JAVID
JAMES A. HUNTER
HAssaAN NAJAFI
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