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Advice to readers

This book has been edited to present data at a rather high density.
Most people will find it necessary to read slowly and to be sure that
they understand at each stage.

We have included three ‘aids’ for the reader: Appendices,
Glossary and Preambles. Appendix A gives the classification of
allergic tissue damage according to Coombs and. Gell (1963), a
classification which is used throughout this book and which is
recommended by the Editors. Appendix B is a guide to the genetic
terms used in the book. Most of our readers will have heard of
these, but many will retain only a hazy memory of them. The
terms have precise meanings which represent real distinctions.
Any reader finding himself ‘out of his depth’ on genetic matters
should read Appendix B in an attempt to restore his understanding.

The Glossary attempts to provide accurate, exemplary or pungent
definitions for the special terms used in immunology. Consult it if
you are not fully happy about the meaning of a term.

The book is divided into four sections covering Immunochemistry,
Immunobiology, Immunogenetics and Immunopathology. Each
section is preceeded by a Preamble providing a directory of what is
to be covered and in the cases of Sections Il and Il some background
information. Chapter 1 is a species of signed preamble on immuno-
globulin structure! Readers with some knowledge of immunology
may find these preambles unnecessary. ’
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