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vi In memoriam Alfred Gropp

September 21 to 24 in Lilbeck were pleasant days with a taste of
still lingering summer mixed with a hint of autumn to come. The
8th International Chromosome Conference, held in this old Hansea-
tic city still preserving the medieval charm and in the area made
familiar to us all by various writings of Thomas Mann, was a great
success. The congenial atmosphere which permeated every facet of
this gathering was a reflection of the organizer's personality. I
recall the first impression of Alfred Gropp conveyed to me by Eva
Eicher of Jackson Laboratory at another meeting "Saint Nicholas in
person". At the congress dinner held at the great hall of the
Schiffer-Gesellschaft, where many a generation of old sea dogs
must have exchanged endless tales of the Baltic Sea, Alfred,
accompanied by his wife, Dorothea, appeared to be in the prime of
his life, vibrant and cherubic. How little did we know that he was
to leave us forever exactly 28 days hence. Such is the frailty of
life in this mortal world that afflicts us all. The 8th Interna-
tional Chromosome Conference that honored the founder, Professor
C. D. Darlington, was thus to become the last milestone of
Professor Alfred Gropp's career as well.

Alfred in his manner, taste and broad educational background
was a gentleman of the old school in the most complimentary sense;
his appreciation of this life extending to good art, drink and
food. Our friendship started in 1964 when he did a stint at the
City of Hope. Our salaries were meager then, and I recall two
automobiles he had purchased; one for $75 and the other for
$1,000. The cheaper one lasted for the entire length of his stay,
while he had to abandon his more expensive automobile upon his
first excursion into the Mojave desert. We worked together on
fetal development of gonads, especially the ovary. As a medical
man Alfred was a very distinguished pathologist and was regarded
as the authority in perinatal pathology. But most of us will
remember him as a very accomplished biologist in basic research.
Not many of the full-time bioclogists with no heavy extra-
curricular duty can claim two major accomplishments in their life-
time as could Alfred: 1) The discovery, together with Karl Fredga,

of fertile XY females among the wood lemming, Myopus schisticolor.

2) Discovery of the Tobacco mouse, Mus musculus poschiavinus, with

7 pairs of metacentric autosomes and the subsequent introduction
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of each metacentric chromosome separately into the inbred strains
of laboratory mice. This enabled him to construct all sorts of
monosomic and trisomic embryos at will, I feel especially sad
because Alfred and his colleagues had just embarked upon a very
important series of experiments; e.g. what happens if a mouse
starts its life with the hemopoietic system entirely comprised of
trisomy 15 cells? It should be recalled that trisomy 15 is the
universal characteristic of leukemic T-lymphocytes of the mouse
and that the mouse chromosome 15 carries c-myc oncogene. Alfred
Gropp was indeed a great man. His image will live forever in the

minds of those who loved him and respected his accomplishments.

Susumu Ohno

Alfred Gropp was born on April 15, 1924 in Mannheim as the son of
Alfred Gropp sen., the later Lord Mayor of Bad DlUrkheim and his
wife Martha. He grew up in Bad Dlirkheim, a small town surrounded
by vineyards of the Palatine in the Southwest of Germany. He fin-
ished school in 1942, but was not allowed to go to university
because his mother was Jewish. He became a tax-inspector-trainee
for a while, until he was drafted into a working camp in France.
He began his university studies only after the end of the Second
World War in 1945. Since the Heidelberg medical faculty was the
first to enter into teaching activities after the war, Alfred
Gropp decided to enrol for medicine despite a great general inter-
est in philosophy, language and natural sciences. He nevertheless
took the opportunity to attend lectures of Karl Jaspers, Felix v.
Eckardt and Gustav Radbruch at the Heidelberg university, and even
wrote a paper on Georg-Willhelm~Friedrich Hegel. In 1949 he
married his wife Dorothea while they were both still students.

One year later Alfred Gropp passed his final medical examinations
and finished his thesis (Dissertation) on "Mitose des Tritus
palmatus Keims und ihre Beeinflussung durch Colchicin". During his
postdoctoral training he worked in the Department of Anatomy and
the Department of Experimental Cancer Research, chaired by H.
Lettré. Here he first became acquainted with tissue culture tech~
niques, in collaboration with Mrs Lettré&, who was one of the

pioneers in this field, and here he experienced his first contacts
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with the international science community. In 1953 he entered a
one-year research fellowship granted by the WHO at the "Institut
de Recherches sur le Cancer Gustave-Roussy", Villejuif/Seine
(Prof. Dr. Charles Oberling).

In the early fifties it was extremely difficult to f£ind open
positions for medical doctors. For Alfred Gropp it was a good
chance, when Herwig Hamperl, head of the Institute of Pathology
of the University of Bonn, became interested in new trends in
Cancer research. Alfred Gropp joined him in 1954 and started his
special training in Pathology. In 1961 he finished his second
thesis (Habilitation) on "Untersuchungen zur Funktion der Plasma-
membran und zur Morphologie der aktiven Stoffaufnahme". He became
associate professor in 1966, full professor and head of the lab-
oratory for cytopathology and cytogenetics at the Institute of
Pathology in Bonn in 1967, head of the Department of Paediatric
Pathology at the University of Bonn in 1969 and finally took the
chair of Pathology at the "Medizinische Hochschule Lubeck" in
1972,

Besides his fundamental interest in clinical and experimental
pathology, his main scientific effort was concentrated on the
establishment of developmental pathology as an important and
acknowledged speciality within the field of General Pathology. He
was one of the first to introduce clinical cytogenetics into
diagnosis and research. He was a promotor of the introduction of
cytogenetics into oncology, and was deeply engaged in studies on
chromosomal changes in the course of evolution. Discovering the
tobacco mouse in 1968 and other mouse subspecies as natural
carriers of Robertsonian translocations and as an experimental
model for the induction of chromosomal trisomies, Alfred Gropp set
new dimensions for cytogenetics, molecular genetics, gene locali-
zation, developmental biology and teratology. According to his
understanding of a collaborative scientific research, he opened
his mouse system to everyone who wanted to participate.

Another field of interest comprised reproductive injuries and
disturbances of sexual differentiation and fertility on the mor-~
phological as also on the chromosomal level. The detection of the
fertile female XY-wood lemming together with Karl Fredga greatly
contributed to the knowledge of genetic causative and regulatory
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mechanisms in reproductive failure, and represented another mile-
stone in Alfred Gropp's scientific life. In his last years he was
occupied with studies on the meiotic pairing behaviour of abnormal
chromosomes in mouse and man. The finding of ococyte differentia-
tion within testicular tubules of true hermaphroditic mice was
virtually his last observation a few weeks before he died.

In the course of his academic life Alfred Gropp had more and
more concentrated his efforts on basic genetic problems. The great
success he had achieved in this field became obvious when, in
1977, he was offered the chair of Human Genetics at the University
of Amsterdam.

Alfred Gropp was not only a scientist but also an excellent
university teacher, a man of principles and of tolerance. He
always demanded more of himself than of others. His critiques were
true and fair but never caustic. Thus he was particularly well
qualified to be a coeditor and referee for many journals, and a
scientific expert consulting for the Deutsche Forschungsgemein-
schaft and other research foundations inside and outside of
Germany. His hospitality was extremely generous at home as also
at the Institute, where he took care of many "Humboldt-Stipendia~
ten" or other colleagues from abroad. He was a member of numerous
scientific organizations, often presiding at conferences and
organizing symposia. The 8th International Chromosome Conference
on Sept. 21-24 was the last highlight in his academic career.

Alfred Gropp left behind three sons and his wife Dorothea, who
has supported him in every respect and participated in his
scientific life. He also left behind a great many friends. All

who knew him and who worked with him will honour his memory.

Helga Rehder

Eberhard Schwinger
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