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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The energy conversion community is once again in the midst of change. In the
early 1970's, the energy crisis caused a significant shift in funding toward
renewable energy. In the early 1980's, the funding shifted from renewable
energy to defense. With the end of the Cold War and a heightened concern for
environmental issues, funding is again shifting, this time from defense back to
renewable energy. These proceedings reflect one of the first impacts of this
latest funding shift.

The IECEC also tends to reflect the changes in the politics of the world. This
year 24 countries are represented in these proceedings. Almost 20% of the
papers in these volumes were written by researchers from outside the US. The
IECEC has always and will continue to evolve with the changing world.
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